
Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association 
of Letter Carrier’s Food Drive

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  
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Spring Food Drive Nets Over 27 
Tons of Food Donations
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Robin Kean Brings Skills and 
Heart to Maui Food Bank

Maui Food Bank Board Member Robin Kean notes, “Childhood Hunger is an epidemic that’s 
threatening Maui County’s future.”  And he couldn’t be more right.  Currently, one out of every 
five children on Maui is at risk of going hungry.  

Robin was born and raised on Maui and resides in Kihei with his wife Jennifer and two children 
Thatcher and Piper.  A successful entrepreneur, Robin founded Kean Properties LLC, which is 
consistently ranked among the top commercial real estate firms in the State of Hawaii by Pacific 
Business News.  In 2010, he branched out with his wife Jennifer and two business partners to 
open three Subway sandwich shops on Maui. 

Growing up, Robin was especially influenced by his mother, a social worker who modeled for 
him the importance of caring about those in need.  After discovering that thousands of children 
in Maui County were living with the risk of going hungry, Robin set out to procure necessary 

resources to help provide children with enough nutritious food to get them through the 
weekend, a time when kids from low-income families don’t have access to special school 

breakfast and lunch programs.  

Knowing the Maui Food Bank was in the process of starting the Aloha BackPack Buddies program, Robin went to Kihei 
Maui Self Storage, Goodfellow Bros., Inc. and his own company Kean Properties, and together they fully funded the 

Aloha BackPack Buddies program for one year at Kamalii and Kihei elementary schools. 

A true philanthropist, Robin possesses that rare quality of compassion and willingness to seek the betterment 
of others.  We appreciate all that Robin brings to the Maui Food Bank – his business expertise, spirit of 

generosity, and community involvement make Robin Kean an exceptional and welcomed Board Member.  

Board Focus -

Volunteer 
HI-Light

Like many of our friends and neighbors in Maui County, Jenny Ganiban was born in the 
Philippines but raised on island.  Jenny was required to complete community service hours in 
addition to class time while attending University of Hawaii, Maui Campus. We couldn’t be 
more pleased that she came to Maui Food Bank.

When Jenny first arrived, our agreement was designed to fulfill her schooling requirements.  
But 14 months and countless volunteer-hours later, she remains a valuable member of our 
team, having contributed many more hours than required. 

We could have used Jenny’s assistance in our endlessly busy warehouse, but because Jenny was 
studying Business, we chose to take advantage of her skills in our office, where she has helped 
with the task of keeping our large operation organized and running efficiently. It’s been a win-
win situation –– we provide Jenny the opportunity to experience “work” in a busy organization, 
and she provides her valuable time and assistance.  

While it was a business class that brought us together, Jenny’s warm outlook toward her 
life experiences gives us a hunch that she may be heading toward the rewarding niche of 
philanthropy.  “What I enjoy the most, the thing that made me stay here at the Maui Food 
Bank, is that being here satisfies a place in my heart,” she said.  “I love that every time I walk 
through the doors, I have the opportunity to witness how people in the community are willing 
to help reduce hunger.  More than that, I find it inspiring, and want everyone who has ever 
donated a dollar or put a canned good into one of our barrels, to know that we are all making 
a real difference.  It’s working. Really working.”   All of us at Maui Food Bank, we thank and 
recognize the dedication of Jenny Ganiban.  Mahalo!

Manu Vinciquerra

The 2013 Battle of the Businesses had 15 
competitors.  All of the participants worked hard 
to bring in food donations and money to win the 
grand prize. 

The Maui Food Bank would like to say thank 
you to the donors for every food and financial 
gift that came in.  This year’s large business 
winner was The Westin Maui Resort and Spa and 
Hope Chapel in Kihei won the small business 
category.  Mahalo to the 15 Maui businesses who 
participated in the annual Battle of the Businesses 
event--$7,200 and 7,400 pounds of food was 
collected to help the hungry in Maui County. 

Junior ROTC
The Junior ROTC (a leadership training program that utilizes 
military-style principles) was a welcomed addition to our 
National Association of Letter Carriers team this year. 

With Colonel Patty leading the team, 70 Baldwin High 
School students worked for hours to sort and process the 
37,900 pounds of NALC food that came into the food bank’s 
warehouse that day. 

The Junior ROTC does a service project every semester, and 
we are extremely grateful that they chose to serve at the 
Maui Food Bank. 

The Westin Maui Resort and Spa .L to R: Kraig 
Westberg, Clarita Villa, Rachel Morrison, Garret 
Fujieda, Fely Guieb and Robert Lane

Hunger touches people of every age, ethnic group and neighborhood.  In some 
families, hunger occurs when a sudden emergency or crisis hits, but for most 
low-income people living in Maui County, hunger has become a long-term 
condition of poverty.

Among the vast majority of hungry people who live in Maui County, hunger 
is a hidden problem.  It strikes individuals and families with children, as well 
as the elderly living on fixed incomes.  Many of the people who need food 
assistance have full - or part-time jobs, but on an island where housing costs are 
among the highest in the nation and fuel prices continue to rise, a full-time job 
does not guarantee that a family will be able to make ends meet.  The working 
poor are often required to make difficult choices such as whether to buy food, 
pay the rent and utilities, or take care of health care bills.  Under these difficult 
conditions, food is often the first thing to go.

In an island-wide effort to alleviate this problem, a consortium of Maui 
businesses, schools, places of worship, community groups and individuals 
recently held 310 Spring food drives.  One of the highlights of this annual 
Spring Food Drive is Community Drop-Off Day.  This year, all of Maui’s Rotary 
Clubs participated, along with Lions Clubs, Church Groups, High School 
Service Clubs and a Girls’ Softball Team.  These groups set up food drives at 
Maui’s Safeway stores, Foodland’s, Times Markets, Sack N Save, Foodland 
Farms, Napili Market, Pukalani Superett, Longs Drug Stores, Cash N Carry 
and Haiku Grocery.  Through the combination of all these efforts in this year’s 
Spring Food Drive, over 55,000 pounds of safe and nutritious food was collected 
and distributed to the needy living in Maui County.  

Battle of the 
Businesses

Ben Prangnell, Associate 
Pastor Hope Chapel

Kumu Farms Provides 
Fresh Produce for the 
Hungry
“Fresh from the Fields” is an 
elemental concept to which Kumu 
Farms is dedicated.  When Maui 
Food Bank Agency Relations 
Director Lynn Curtis met Manu 
Vinciquerra, the Executive Director 
of Fields for Kumu Farms on 
Molokai, a wonderful partnership 
began. 

This remarkable collaboration has extended to Maui, where 
Kumu Farms is continuing to live out their vision of “newly 
picked that day, bringing garden-fresh to your table” at 
Maui Tropical Plantation.  This concept is being shared in a 
wonderful way with those in need throughout Maui County.  

Kumu Farms supplies the Maui Food Bank with weekly farm 
fresh produce for distribution to those in need.  Providing 
healthy choices for the hungry is a commitment the Maui Food 
Bank is determined to see flourish, and with the help of Kumu 
Farms we’re seeing that vision fulfilled.  

 “Childhood Hunger is an 
epidemic that’s threatening 

Maui County’s future.”

The National Association 
of Letter Carriers (NALC) 
Food Drive is a traditional 
community service 
performed by members of 
the Letter Carriers Union.  
On Saturday, May 11th, 
2013, the 21st annual 
NALC Food Drive took 
place nationwide.  Each 
year, Maui County letter 

carriers go into every neighborhood, collecting bags of food that 
have been donated by the people they serve.  

Recently, disturbing facts have been released regarding hunger 
in Hawaii.  One such statistic shows that one out of five 
children in Maui County lives in a “food insecure household.”  
This means that these children often do not know where their 
next meal is coming from.  

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those living 
in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this year’s 
Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in 37,900 pounds of 
safe and nutritious food to help those in need.  

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank 
looks forward to every year.  Many mail carriers donated their 
personal time to assure that every can and package of food was 
delivered safely to the Maui Food Bank.  In addition, over 100 
volunteers sorted and packed the food as it was being dropped 
off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.

All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special 
MAHALO to everyone who helped make this year’s NALC 
Food Drive a success.  Every year, this event highlights the 
incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of Maui residents.  
Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support, 
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in 
Maui County. 



‘Ohana Makamae Brings 
Hunger Relief to Hana
“Respect for self and others” 
is a core belief at ‘Ohana 
Makamae, a Hana-based 
outreach program that 
provides educational and 
counseling services for 
individuals, parents, and entire 
families.  

Several years ago, Jasmine 
Oliveira was the first client 
in the ‘Ohana Makamae 
program.  Today, in a 
demonstration of the program’s 
effectiveness, Jasmine is a 
dedicated staff member of the 
organization!  Every week for 
the past 13 years, Jasmine has 
made the three-hour drive from Hana to the Maui Food Bank to pick 
up food for the people she serves.  

This thriving agency 
provides much-needed 
services to the small 
community of Hana.  
Central Maui agencies 
that would like to assist 
families in Hana simply 
cannot afford to do 
so because of budget 
constraints.  Often 
the services offered at 

‘Ohana Makamae are the only relief that the families of Hana can rely 
on, because other help is hours away. 

“That’s what makes the Maui Food Bank such a great partner,” says 
Jasmine.  “With average families of six or more children, it’s important 
for our agency to provide some hunger relief for the moms in the Hana 
community.  Thanks to our partnership with the Maui Food Bank, 
they don’t have to tell their children there isn’t food to eat.  Everyone 
gets something to fill hungry tummies.”

During the Holiday season the Maui Food Bank was able to supply 
Jasmine with much-needed pre-packaged Holiday Meals.  Jasmine 
shared, “This was a wonderful way to reach out to the Hana 
community.  A big Mahalo to Maui Food Bank for the generous 
support!”

Agency Connection

Our mission is to end hunger in Maui County.  It’s a huge job that’s only gotten harder 
as our community struggles with a prolonged period of economic distress, resulting in 
record numbers of people being pushed to the point of hunger.

Thankfully, thousands of caring donors and supporters have rallied around the Maui 
Food Bank and enabled us to scale up our operations to meet the need.  With 11 
employees, 300 volunteers each year, and 100 highly-effective and dedicated partner 
agencies and programs, the Maui Food Bank is a vital lifeline for people in need of 
food assistance.

With over 6,000 meals worth of food going out our doors every day, we’re reaching 
more people than ever before.  Thanks to our food and financial donors, we distributed 
a record-breaking amount of food during the last fiscal year.  

High unemployment and the lingering effects of the recession have caused record 
numbers of people in our island community to find themselves in need of hunger 
relief.  While government safety net programs are stretched thin with budget cuts, 
people can still count on the Maui Food Bank. 

The following statistics demonstrate the impact the Maui Food Bank will have in this 
year alone: 

• 108,000 people will be nourished through our programs

• 1.8 million pounds of food will be distributed throughout Maui County, 
more than one-third of it is fresh produce direct from local farmers and produce 
wholesalers

• 37,500 pounds of food will be distributed weekly

• 43,200 children who are at risk of going hungry will be served safe and nutritious 
food, including fresh produce 

• 100 nonprofit partners will rely on us to supply their meal and food programs 

Since the recession began in 2008, our food distribution throughout Maui County 
has more than doubled. Today, people from all walks of life are at risk of going 
hungry.  The Maui Food Bank is committed to those who are food insecure.  We work 
diligently to make sure that no one in our island ohana goes to bed hungry.

Richard Yust, Executive Director

Maui Food Bank
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Mark Harbison, Chair
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Our missiOn  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust Tesoro Collects Donations for Maui Food Bank

Tesoro Hawaii recently 
partnered with our 
local community to 
provide the Maui 
Food Bank with one of 
its largest donations of 
the year.  Last summer, 
customers who visited 
Tesoro’s 2go stores 
were asked by Tesoro 
staff if they would like 
to make a donation to 
the Maui Food Bank.  
As a result, the three Tesoro locations on Maui raised $17,425 to feed 
the hungry in Maui County!  

A great big Mahalo to Alan Nakamura, Tesoro’s Marketing Programs 
Specialist, who spearheaded this very successful campaign.  

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for these generous community efforts to feed the 
hungry in our island ohana.

Jasmine Oliveira

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

The top nutrition official at the US Department of 
Agriculture acknowledges that the hunger faced by 
millions of American students during the summertime is 
a “catastrophe.”  In Maui County, thousands of children 
could face a summer of hunger this year.  In fact, one 
out of five children in Maui County is at risk of going 
hungry.

The Maui Food Bank is taking action against childhood 
hunger by providing food for Maui’s keiki through 
their child and youth programs — Kids Cafe and Aloha 
BackPack Buddies.  The Maui Food Bank is a 501c3 
nonprofit organization that acts as a central warehouse 
through which the food industry and community may 
donate food and finances to feed individuals, families, 
and children who are in need.

People Helping People

Empty Bowl Project

Tasha Mohline from the 
Maui Food Bank and a 
team of gals from Hope 
Chapel joined the second 
annual Empty Bowl Project 
to assist in selling the over 
400 bowls donated by the 
Maui Organization for the 
Ceramic Arts. 

Star Noodle’s Chef 
Sheldon, a recent Top Chef 
finalist, worked hard all 
night, along with the rest 
of the staff and volunteers, 
to raise money for the 
hungry in Maui County.  
It was an exciting 
night during which the 
community came out in 
mass to support the 
Maui Food Bank. 

Rhonda Hay Partners with Maui Food 
Bank to Feed Hungry Kids

Rhonda Hay is the Broker in Charge of Business 
Development Maui for Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers.  
For years she has been active in the community, always 
looking for ways to give back.  In 2010, Rhonda became 
passionate about ending “Childhood Hunger” in Maui 
County.  

As a single mom, she understands how vital it is for 
children to have access to safe and nutritious food on 
a daily basis.  Rhonda shared with the Food Bank that, 
“Kids need food throughout the course of the day 
so they can focus in school, have energy to play, and 
be able to stay healthy.  Hunger prevents kids from 
reaching their full potential.”  

With that in mind, Rhonda became involved in the 
BackPack Buddies program at Kamalii Elementary 
School in Kihei.  She recruited friends and reached 
out to Realtors to donate food and help fill backpacks 
to be taken home on weekends by kids needing food 
assistance. Rhonda observes, “Just knowing that over the 
weekend kids from low-income families would now have 
six meals provided for them in these backpacks gives me 
a sense of peace.”  

Since partnering with the Maui Food Bank’s Aloha 
BackPack Buddies program, Rhonda no longer has to 
make regular runs to retail grocery stores to purchase 
food products for the backpacks. Now, she simply fills 
out a food bank order sheet, and Maui Food Bank’s 
Director of Operations Keith Wright and his team 
fulfills her order and personally delivers the food to the 
school.  

Rhonda’s vision is 
to see the Aloha 
BackPack Buddies 
program grow 
to serve every 
elementary school 
in Maui County.  
Rhonda looks 
forward to the day 
when “Childhood 
Hunger” comes to 
an end.

Rhonda Hay & daughter 
Morgan Lee

Marlene Rice Development Director MFB, 
Tasha Mohline Food Drive-Volunteer

Coordinator MFB, 
Alan Nakamura Tesoro Hawaii

Hot Off the Press
Maui Food Bank is 
Working Hard to  
Combat Summer 
Hunger in Maui County

‘Ohana Makamae 

www.mauifoodbank.org
Chef Sheldon and volunteers
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Thankfully, thousands of caring donors and supporters have rallied around the Maui 
Food Bank and enabled us to scale up our operations to meet the need.  With 11 
employees, 300 volunteers each year, and 100 highly-effective and dedicated partner 
agencies and programs, the Maui Food Bank is a vital lifeline for people in need of 
food assistance.

With over 6,000 meals worth of food going out our doors every day, we’re reaching 
more people than ever before.  Thanks to our food and financial donors, we distributed 
a record-breaking amount of food during the last fiscal year.  

High unemployment and the lingering effects of the recession have caused record 
numbers of people in our island community to find themselves in need of hunger 
relief.  While government safety net programs are stretched thin with budget cuts, 
people can still count on the Maui Food Bank. 

The following statistics demonstrate the impact the Maui Food Bank will have in this 
year alone: 

• 108,000 people will be nourished through our programs

• 1.8 million pounds of food will be distributed throughout Maui County, 
more than one-third of it is fresh produce direct from local farmers and produce 
wholesalers

• 37,500 pounds of food will be distributed weekly

• 43,200 children who are at risk of going hungry will be served safe and nutritious 
food, including fresh produce 

• 100 nonprofit partners will rely on us to supply their meal and food programs 

Since the recession began in 2008, our food distribution throughout Maui County 
has more than doubled. Today, people from all walks of life are at risk of going 
hungry.  The Maui Food Bank is committed to those who are food insecure.  We work 
diligently to make sure that no one in our island ohana goes to bed hungry.

Richard Yust, Executive Director
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Our missiOn  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust Tesoro Collects Donations for Maui Food Bank

Tesoro Hawaii recently 
partnered with our 
local community to 
provide the Maui 
Food Bank with one of 
its largest donations of 
the year.  Last summer, 
customers who visited 
Tesoro’s 2go stores 
were asked by Tesoro 
staff if they would like 
to make a donation to 
the Maui Food Bank.  
As a result, the three Tesoro locations on Maui raised $17,425 to feed 
the hungry in Maui County!  

A great big Mahalo to Alan Nakamura, Tesoro’s Marketing Programs 
Specialist, who spearheaded this very successful campaign.  

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for these generous community efforts to feed the 
hungry in our island ohana.

Jasmine Oliveira

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

The top nutrition official at the US Department of 
Agriculture acknowledges that the hunger faced by 
millions of American students during the summertime is 
a “catastrophe.”  In Maui County, thousands of children 
could face a summer of hunger this year.  In fact, one 
out of five children in Maui County is at risk of going 
hungry.

The Maui Food Bank is taking action against childhood 
hunger by providing food for Maui’s keiki through 
their child and youth programs — Kids Cafe and Aloha 
BackPack Buddies.  The Maui Food Bank is a 501c3 
nonprofit organization that acts as a central warehouse 
through which the food industry and community may 
donate food and finances to feed individuals, families, 
and children who are in need.

People Helping People

Empty Bowl Project

Tasha Mohline from the 
Maui Food Bank and a 
team of gals from Hope 
Chapel joined the second 
annual Empty Bowl Project 
to assist in selling the over 
400 bowls donated by the 
Maui Organization for the 
Ceramic Arts. 

Star Noodle’s Chef 
Sheldon, a recent Top Chef 
finalist, worked hard all 
night, along with the rest 
of the staff and volunteers, 
to raise money for the 
hungry in Maui County.  
It was an exciting 
night during which the 
community came out in 
mass to support the 
Maui Food Bank. 

Rhonda Hay Partners with Maui Food 
Bank to Feed Hungry Kids

Rhonda Hay is the Broker in Charge of Business 
Development Maui for Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers.  
For years she has been active in the community, always 
looking for ways to give back.  In 2010, Rhonda became 
passionate about ending “Childhood Hunger” in Maui 
County.  

As a single mom, she understands how vital it is for 
children to have access to safe and nutritious food on 
a daily basis.  Rhonda shared with the Food Bank that, 
“Kids need food throughout the course of the day 
so they can focus in school, have energy to play, and 
be able to stay healthy.  Hunger prevents kids from 
reaching their full potential.”  

With that in mind, Rhonda became involved in the 
BackPack Buddies program at Kamalii Elementary 
School in Kihei.  She recruited friends and reached 
out to Realtors to donate food and help fill backpacks 
to be taken home on weekends by kids needing food 
assistance. Rhonda observes, “Just knowing that over the 
weekend kids from low-income families would now have 
six meals provided for them in these backpacks gives me 
a sense of peace.”  

Since partnering with the Maui Food Bank’s Aloha 
BackPack Buddies program, Rhonda no longer has to 
make regular runs to retail grocery stores to purchase 
food products for the backpacks. Now, she simply fills 
out a food bank order sheet, and Maui Food Bank’s 
Director of Operations Keith Wright and his team 
fulfills her order and personally delivers the food to the 
school.  

Rhonda’s vision is 
to see the Aloha 
BackPack Buddies 
program grow 
to serve every 
elementary school 
in Maui County.  
Rhonda looks 
forward to the day 
when “Childhood 
Hunger” comes to 
an end.

Rhonda Hay & daughter 
Morgan Lee

Marlene Rice Development Director MFB, 
Tasha Mohline Food Drive-Volunteer

Coordinator MFB, 
Alan Nakamura Tesoro Hawaii

Hot Off the Press
Maui Food Bank is 
Working Hard to  
Combat Summer 
Hunger in Maui County

‘Ohana Makamae 

www.mauifoodbank.org
Chef Sheldon and volunteers



Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association 
of Letter Carrier’s Food Drive

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Summer 2013

Spring Food Drive Nets Over 27 
Tons of Food Donations

Scoops2 N e w s l e t t e r

Robin Kean Brings Skills and 
Heart to Maui Food Bank

Maui Food Bank Board Member Robin Kean notes, “Childhood Hunger is an epidemic that’s 
threatening Maui County’s future.”  And he couldn’t be more right.  Currently, one out of every 
five children on Maui is at risk of going hungry.  

Robin was born and raised on Maui and resides in Kihei with his wife Jennifer and two children 
Thatcher and Piper.  A successful entrepreneur, Robin founded Kean Properties LLC, which is 
consistently ranked among the top commercial real estate firms in the State of Hawaii by Pacific 
Business News.  In 2010, he branched out with his wife Jennifer and two business partners to 
open three Subway sandwich shops on Maui. 

Growing up, Robin was especially influenced by his mother, a social worker who modeled for 
him the importance of caring about those in need.  After discovering that thousands of children 
in Maui County were living with the risk of going hungry, Robin set out to procure necessary 

resources to help provide children with enough nutritious food to get them through the 
weekend, a time when kids from low-income families don’t have access to special school 

breakfast and lunch programs.  

Knowing the Maui Food Bank was in the process of starting the Aloha BackPack Buddies program, Robin went to Kihei 
Maui Self Storage, Goodfellow Bros., Inc. and his own company Kean Properties, and together they fully funded the 

Aloha BackPack Buddies program for one year at Kamalii and Kihei elementary schools. 

A true philanthropist, Robin possesses that rare quality of compassion and willingness to seek the betterment 
of others.  We appreciate all that Robin brings to the Maui Food Bank – his business expertise, spirit of 

generosity, and community involvement make Robin Kean an exceptional and welcomed Board Member.  

Board Focus -

Volunteer 
HI-Light

Like many of our friends and neighbors in Maui County, Jenny Ganiban was born in the 
Philippines but raised on island.  Jenny was required to complete community service hours in 
addition to class time while attending University of Hawaii, Maui Campus. We couldn’t be 
more pleased that she came to Maui Food Bank.

When Jenny first arrived, our agreement was designed to fulfill her schooling requirements.  
But 14 months and countless volunteer-hours later, she remains a valuable member of our 
team, having contributed many more hours than required. 

We could have used Jenny’s assistance in our endlessly busy warehouse, but because Jenny was 
studying Business, we chose to take advantage of her skills in our office, where she has helped 
with the task of keeping our large operation organized and running efficiently. It’s been a win-
win situation –– we provide Jenny the opportunity to experience “work” in a busy organization, 
and she provides her valuable time and assistance.  

While it was a business class that brought us together, Jenny’s warm outlook toward her 
life experiences gives us a hunch that she may be heading toward the rewarding niche of 
philanthropy.  “What I enjoy the most, the thing that made me stay here at the Maui Food 
Bank, is that being here satisfies a place in my heart,” she said.  “I love that every time I walk 
through the doors, I have the opportunity to witness how people in the community are willing 
to help reduce hunger.  More than that, I find it inspiring, and want everyone who has ever 
donated a dollar or put a canned good into one of our barrels, to know that we are all making 
a real difference.  It’s working. Really working.”   All of us at Maui Food Bank, we thank and 
recognize the dedication of Jenny Ganiban.  Mahalo!

Manu Vinciquerra

The 2013 Battle of the Businesses had 15 
competitors.  All of the participants worked hard 
to bring in food donations and money to win the 
grand prize. 

The Maui Food Bank would like to say thank 
you to the donors for every food and financial 
gift that came in.  This year’s large business 
winner was The Westin Maui Resort and Spa and 
Hope Chapel in Kihei won the small business 
category.  Mahalo to the 15 Maui businesses who 
participated in the annual Battle of the Businesses 
event--$7,200 and 7,400 pounds of food was 
collected to help the hungry in Maui County. 

Junior ROTC
The Junior ROTC (a leadership training program that utilizes 
military-style principles) was a welcomed addition to our 
National Association of Letter Carriers team this year. 

With Colonel Patty leading the team, 70 Baldwin High 
School students worked for hours to sort and process the 
37,900 pounds of NALC food that came into the food bank’s 
warehouse that day. 

The Junior ROTC does a service project every semester, and 
we are extremely grateful that they chose to serve at the 
Maui Food Bank. 

The Westin Maui Resort and Spa .L to R: Kraig 
Westberg, Clarita Villa, Rachel Morrison, Garret 
Fujieda, Fely Guieb and Robert Lane

Hunger touches people of every age, ethnic group and neighborhood.  In some 
families, hunger occurs when a sudden emergency or crisis hits, but for most 
low-income people living in Maui County, hunger has become a long-term 
condition of poverty.

Among the vast majority of hungry people who live in Maui County, hunger 
is a hidden problem.  It strikes individuals and families with children, as well 
as the elderly living on fixed incomes.  Many of the people who need food 
assistance have full - or part-time jobs, but on an island where housing costs are 
among the highest in the nation and fuel prices continue to rise, a full-time job 
does not guarantee that a family will be able to make ends meet.  The working 
poor are often required to make difficult choices such as whether to buy food, 
pay the rent and utilities, or take care of health care bills.  Under these difficult 
conditions, food is often the first thing to go.

In an island-wide effort to alleviate this problem, a consortium of Maui 
businesses, schools, places of worship, community groups and individuals 
recently held 310 Spring food drives.  One of the highlights of this annual 
Spring Food Drive is Community Drop-Off Day.  This year, all of Maui’s Rotary 
Clubs participated, along with Lions Clubs, Church Groups, High School 
Service Clubs and a Girls’ Softball Team.  These groups set up food drives at 
Maui’s Safeway stores, Foodland’s, Times Markets, Sack N Save, Foodland 
Farms, Napili Market, Pukalani Supperet, Longs Drug Stores, Cash N Carry 
and Haiku Grocery.  Through the combination of all these efforts in this year’s 
Spring Food Drive, over 55,000 pounds of safe and nutritious food was collected 
and distributed to the needy living in Maui County.  

Battle of the 
Businesses

Ben Prangnell, Associate 
Pastor Hope Chapel

Kumu Farms Provides 
Fresh Produce for the 
Hungry
“Fresh from the Fields” is an 
elemental concept to which Kumu 
Farms is dedicated.  When Maui 
Food Bank Agency Relations 
Director Lynn Curtis met Manu 
Vinciquerra, the Executive Director 
of Fields for Kumu Farms on 
Molokai, a wonderful partnership 
began. 

This remarkable collaboration has extended to Maui, where 
Kumu Farms is continuing to live out their vision of “newly 
picked that day, bringing garden-fresh to your table” at 
Maui Tropical Plantation.  This concept is being shared in a 
wonderful way with those in need throughout Maui County.  

Kumu Farms supplies the Maui Food Bank with weekly farm 
fresh produce for distribution to those in need.  Providing 
healthy choices for the hungry is a commitment the Maui Food 
Bank is determined to see flourish, and with the help of Kumu 
Farms we’re seeing that vision fulfilled.  

 “Childhood Hunger is an 
epidemic that’s threatening 

Maui County’s future.”

The National Association 
of Letter Carriers (NALC) 
Food Drive is a traditional 
community service 
performed by members of 
the Letter Carriers Union.  
On Saturday, May 11th, 
2013, the 21st annual 
NALC Food Drive took 
place nationwide.  Each 
year, Maui County letter 

carriers go into every neighborhood, collecting bags of food that 
have been donated by the people they serve.  

Recently, disturbing facts have been released regarding hunger 
in Hawaii.  One such statistic shows that one out of five 
children in Maui County lives in a “food insecure household.”  
This means that these children often do not know where their 
next meal is coming from.  

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those living 
in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this year’s 
Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in 37,900 pounds of 
safe and nutritious food to help those in need.  

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank 
looks forward to every year.  Many mail carriers donated their 
personal time to assure that every can and package of food was 
delivered safely to the Maui Food Bank.  In addition, over 100 
volunteers sorted and packed the food as it was being dropped 
off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.

All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special 
MAHALO to everyone who helped make this year’s NALC 
Food Drive a success.  Every year, this event highlights the 
incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of Maui residents.  
Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support, 
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in 
Maui County. 
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