
Baldwin High School Army JROTC -- Bear Battalion Steps Up to Fight 
Hunger and Assist with NALC Food Drive

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Nick Vujicic Wows Students at Maui Schools

Board Member Stephen 
Jiran Lives Out His Belief 
in Philanthropy

Stephen Jiran has been a Maui Food Bank Board member for 
five years, and his skills and commitment have made a real 
difference in the organization.  

Originally from Minnesota, Stephen attended the University 
of Wisconsin and the University of Montana, graduating with 
a degree in finance and economics.  In 1991, Stephen and his 
wife Andrea relocated to Maui.  Today, Stephen is with First 
Wind, and oversees all aspects of operations for Maui’s Kaheawa 
Wind Farms.

Philanthropy has long been a priority to Stephen, and he 
believes that giving back to the community is an important part 
of one’s legacy.  He says, “Legacy planning is the cornerstone 
of a successful community, and philanthropy makes the world 
a better place.” Seeing the large disparity between those who 
have and those who cannot make ends meet was a key element 
in Stephen saying, “Yes” to becoming a Maui Food Bank board 

member.  With great compassion he understands the challenge 
many people face just to provide the basic essentials for their 
families—food and water.  

Stephen is especially passionate about the Maui Food Bank’s 
“Aloha BackPack Buddies” program, because in this program 
he envisions a solution to child hunger in Maui County.  “By 
providing children from low-income families a backpack filled 
with six meals to take home for the weekend,” he shares, “We’re 
helping to make sure that no child goes to bed hungry…even 
on the weekend.”  

Stephen continues, “No one should have to go without 
sustenance and the bare necessities of life, and that’s why I 
believe it should be the goal of every man and woman to help 
the hungry.  If, in some way, we can better the conditions 
of those who have less, it will give us all a greater sense of 
fulfillment and purpose.” 

Board Focus 
The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) Food Drive 
is a traditional community service performed by members of 
the Letter Carriers Union.  On Saturday, May 10th, 2014, the 
22nd annual NALC Food Drive took place nationwide.  Each 
year, Maui County letter carriers go into every neighborhood, 
collecting bags of food that have been donated by the people 
they serve.  

Recently disturbing facts have been released regarding hunger in 
Hawaii.  One such statistic shows that one out of five children in 
Maui County lives in a “food-insecure household.”  This means 
that these children often do not know where their next meal is 
coming from.  

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those living 
in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this year’s 
Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in over 44,000 pounds 
of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.  

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank 
looks forward to every year.  Many Letter Carriers donated their 
personal time to assure that every can and package of food was 
delivered safely to the Maui Food Bank.  In addition, over 100 
volunteers sorted and packed the food as it was being dropped 
off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.

All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special 
MAHALO to everyone who helped make this year’s NALC 
Food Drive a success.  Every year, this event highlights the 
incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of Maui residents.  
Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support, 
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in Maui 
County. 

Every year, the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) conducts a 
national food drive to help relieve hunger.  In Maui County, the NALC works 
directly with the Maui Food Bank to assure efficient distribution of the food 
they collect.

This year, for the second consecutive year, Maui’s Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corp (a leadership training program that utilizes military-style 
principles) volunteered to help with the NALC Food Drive.   

With Lieutenant Colonel Patty and Sergeant First Class Kahalekai leading the 
team, 100 Baldwin High School JROTC cadets worked for hours to sort and 
process the 44,298 pounds of NALC food that came into the Food Bank’s 
warehouse that day. 

The Bear Battalion conducts a service project every semester, and we are 
extremely grateful that they once again chose to learn about hunger in their 
community and serve at the Maui Food Bank.  Their efforts are very much 
appreciated!

Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association of Letter 
Carrier’s Food Drive 

Imagine getting through your busy day without arms or legs, 
hands or feet.  Picture your life without the ability to walk, care 
for your basic needs, or even embrace those you love.  

Meet Nick Vujicic (pronounced VOO-yee-cheech).  In 1982, 
without any medical explanation or warning, Nick was born 
without arms and legs in Melbourne, Australia.  Yet, instead of 
surrendering to despair, the Vujicic family embarked on what 
proved to be a wild adventure, raising a son who refused to 
allow his physical condition to limit his lifestyle.  

Since his first public speaking engagement at age 19, Nick 
has traveled the world, sharing his inspirational story with 
millions.  Nick’s story of a “Life Without Limbs” reveals to 
everyone, no matter how old or young, that it’s possible to live 
a life without limits.  As proof of his point, Nick has become 
an accomplished motivational speaker, author, musician, and 
actor; his hobbies include fishing, painting and swimming.  

From April 2 through 7, 2014, Nick brought his message of 
hope, courage and inspiration to over 12,000 Maui school 
students.  Originally scheduled to speak to assemblies at 
seven schools, word spread quickly throughout our Island 
community, and Nick stayed an extra day so he could speak 
at two additional schools.  At the War Memorial Community 

event, over 4,000 waited in line for two hours to secure a seat, 
but close to 1,000 people had to be turned away.  When Nick 
found out not everyone could get into the meeting, he made 
his way outside and shared with those who had hoped to hear 
him but couldn’t get in.  

While in Maui, Nick partnered with the Maui Food Bank, and 
at all his meetings, attendees were asked to bring a can of food 
for the Food Bank.  Mahalo Nick, for coming to Maui!  You 
made a difference in all our lives.  

Volunteer HI-Light -
Lynnette Terry is one of those amazing volunteers who 
consistently helps the Maui Food Bank meet the needs of 
Maui’s hungry.  

Lynnette, her husband Art and their 2 Newfoundland dogs 
moved to Maui from Southern California four years ago, 
fulfilling a long-term dream of retiring in paradise.  With the 
nest empty and a whole new life ahead, Lynnette began seeking 
a way to contribute to the community.  She found what she was 
looking for in the Maui Food Bank’s organization.

“I look forward to coming to the Food Bank, and I find a lot 
of fulfillment here,” Lynnette explained.  “Food is such a basic 
human need, and it’s encouraging to see the systems that the 
Food Bank has set up to serve people quickly and efficiently.”
Lynnette observes that while her original intention in 
volunteering was to provide benefits to others, she’s discovered 
that she also receives significant benefits as part of the process.  

“Volunteering at the Food Bank has changed my life, and I 
always feel that I get more out of it than I give.  Working here 
has helped me better understand the plight of the hungry, 
and with that increased understanding has come a 
greater sense of compassion.  
I’ve always been blessed with 
food in my refrigerator, 
and I truly enjoy helping 
others experience that 
same blessing.”

“I encourage everyone 
to volunteer someplace,” 
Lynnette concludes.  
“If you can help 
someone else by giving 
them hope, you’ve done 
a good thing.”

Lynnette Terry Finds Fulfillment 
through Volunteering

www.mauifoodbank.org

What Maui students had to say about Nick Vujicic:

“It was the best assembly our school has ever had.”  
- Amy, 9th grade

“I didn’t realize I was a bully until today. I thought I was 
just being funny. I never want to hurt anyone again.” 

 - Sam, 11th grade

“Last year I tried to kill myself. Nick helped me 
understand that I was put on this earth for a reason. 

 I have a lot to live for. Nick is really cool.”  
- Jake, 9th grade

“I have so much to be thankful for. Nick is 
making the most out of his life; he inspired 

me to make the most out of mine.” 
- Lei, 10th grade

Stephen, Andrea, Abigail, Samuel, McKinley

Becky Bolduc
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Calvary Chapel South Maui Food 
Pantry Feeds 4,000 in First Year  

In a little more than a year, the 
Calvary Chapel South Maui 
Food Pantry has gone from 
a dream to a fully functional 
organization that feeds more 
than 150 people per week. 

When the pantry opened its 
doors in March of 2013, they 
had just two people come and 
receive food the first week.  
The food pantry volunteers 
kept serving and believing that 
they could help meet the needs of the 
homeless and low-income population 
of South Maui.  The next week they had 10 people, then 15, 
and then, “it just exploded,” said the pantry’s Director, Coleen 
Rishovd.  In the first year, the pantry was able to provide bags of 
much needed food to more than 4,000 people. 

“Being able not only to feed people’s bodies, but also to minister 
to people’s hearts and souls is what brings me so much joy,” 
Rishovd said.  “Since people are coming to us on church property 
and asking for prayer, we get to know them and they become like 
friends and family to us.”

Rishovd, who has volunteered for years with the homeless, dreams 
of one day expanding to be able to offer more to those in need in 
South Maui.  For now though, she and the rest of the volunteers 
will continue to provide food, hygiene items and first aid supplies 
to the homeless and low-income population of South Maui.

The food pantry is open from 9 am to 1 pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, or by appointment.  While they do 
receive donations from individuals, 99% of the food they give 
away comes from the Maui Food Bank.  “The Maui Food Bank 
has been amazing,” Rishovd said.  “Every single person has been 
phenomenal.”

Agency Connection

Skipping dinner.  Eating less, or eating less well.  Giving up food in order to pay rent.  
That is the reality for over 10,000 people a month in Maui County who are food insecure.  

Here on Maui, high unemployment, a tough economy, and the rising cost of living have 
conspired to push record numbers of people to the brink of hunger.  Even many families 
who have traditionally lived securely in the middle class are now seeking help from the 
Maui Food Bank.

For twenty years, the Maui Food Bank has played a unique role in the work to end hunger 
in Maui County.  Hundreds of organizations and individuals rely on the food service we 
provide to help run their meal, snack and grocery programs.  This year, we’ll distribute over 
8,000 pounds of food a day — enough food for more than 1.5 million meals and snacks.

Here’s how it all works:

We collect over 2.2 million pounds of food throughout the year. Our food comes from 
a wide variety of sources, both donated and purchased.

• 400,000 pounds of fresh produce come from local farmers and wholesalers. 
• USDA food commodities arrive by the truckload.
• Our “Fresh Rescue” program collects food from local supermarkets that would 

otherwise go to waste.
• Our Food & Fund Drives collect nonperishable foods in the Maui Food Bank 

food drop-off bins you see all around the community.
• We also make supplemental purchases of foods like quality protein items that 

ensure pantries offer a nutritionally balanced array of food.

The food goes to partners and pantries for meals and groceries.  The Food Bank 
supplies food for our network of 120 partner organizations, including agencies on Lanai 
and Molokai.  

Our agencies include food pantries, soup kitchens, keiki and youth programs, food 
distribution sites and our senior mobile pantry.  Some of our partners run hot meal 
programs, including groups like the Salvation Army and Hale Kau Kau.  Others oversee 
snack programs, home-delivered grocery services, and small meal programs.  A high 
percentage of the food we distribute goes to our farmer’s market-style pantries that serve 
hundreds of needy households each week, providing people with healthy foods they can 
prepare at home.  

Mahalo to all our faithful and generous donors who make 
it possible to help the hungry in our island community.  
Together, we’re truly making a difference!

Richard Yust, Executive Director

Maui Food Bank
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Mark Harbison, Chair
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Our MISSION  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust Rotarians Put Spring Food Drive 

Over the Top  

During our Spring Food Drive in April, nine Rotary Clubs 
on Maui collected 5,318 pounds of food and over $6,000 in 
cash donations for the Maui Food Bank!  Nearly 50 Rotary 
volunteers accepted the food and fund donations at the 
entrances of grocery stores throughout Maui.  

We love and appreciate our Rotary volunteers!  The Maui 
Rotary Clubs joined more than 70,000 Rotarians on three 
continents who participated in service projects in their 
communities as part of “Rotary at Work Day.”  

The nine Rotary Clubs on Maui are Kahului, Kihei Sunrise, 
Kihei Wailea, Lahaina, Lahaina Sunrise, Maui, Upcountry 
Maui, Valley Isle Sunset and Wailuku.  Mahalo to our 
Rotary Clubs for their tireless efforts to make sure that no 
one in our island ohana goes to bed hungry!  

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for these generous community efforts to feed the hungry in our island ohana.

Coleen Rishovd and 
Jeff Graves

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

Recently Hawaii’s Governor, Neil Abercrombie, and Lieutenant 
Governor, Shan S. Tsutsui, proclaimed April 2014 as “Helping 
to Feed Hawaii’s Hungry Month.”  The proclamation ceremony 
was intended to draw public attention to the seriousness of the 
problems that hungry people face every day, even here in our 
tropical paradise.  

“Helping to Feed Hawaii’s Hungry Month” recognizes that due 
to financial constraints, homelessness, disability, unemployment, 
and/or illness, many families in Hawaii are now forced to choose 
between paying their rent, filling prescriptions, keeping utilities 
on, and buying food.  Many of these families rely on support 
from organizations such as the Maui Food Bank.  

The Maui Food Bank and its affiliated member agencies 
distribute more than 2 million pounds of food every year, 
making it possible to feed 10,000 people each month throughout 
Maui County. 

Maui Food Bank’s Executive Director, Richard Yust, was on 
hand for the ceremony, and the contribution of the Maui Food 
Bank was recognized by the Lt. Governor, as all kinds of people 
benefit from the Maui Food Bank, including seniors, low-income 
families, the homeless, the disabled (including veterans), the 
working poor, people in recovery from substance or domestic 
abuse, the unemployed and underemployed.  Of those served, 
fully 40% are children and youth.  

People Helping People

Tessa Chin - Maui Preparatory Academy

Tessa Chin is nine years old, and is a fourth grade student at Maui Prep.  But she’s certainly not 
too young to see some of the challenges people face in our island ohana.  And best of all, she’s not 
too young to pitch in and help effect a solution!  Tessa is a faithful contributor to Maui Food Bank 
whenever she can.  

Tessa writes, “I was born on Maui and have lived here all my life.  I feel sad for the people who don’t 
have very much, especially those who do not have enough to eat.  Food is important because it is what 
helps us grow.  I have a lot of stuff.  When I see a homeless person I just want to help them.  People 
are not aware of how many people need food and I’m going to change that.  I want everyone to think 
about how they can help people who are poor.”

The Maui Food Bank is working hard to eliminate hunger in Maui County, and people like Tessa help 
us help the hungry on a daily basis.  Mahalo, Tessa!

Left to Right: Jeff Graves, Sally Graves, Nalini 
Harrold, Le McFadden, Coleen Rishovd

Hot Off the Press

How the Food Bank Works

April 2014 Proclaimed 
“Helping to Feed Hawaii’s 
Hungry Month”  

Tessa Chin
Lt. Governor of the State of Hawaii, Shan S. Tsutsui (on left), 
presents an official State Proclamation to Richard Yust, Executive 
Director of the Maui Food Bank

Left to Right: Lauren Matsunaga, Safeway Maui Lani Store 
Manager Robin Truxal, Kim Cua Gaxiola

Walkers Raise $767,495 at Charity Walk

Nine people walked on behalf of the Food Bank for the Maui 
Visitor Industry Charity Walk on Saturday, May 10.  The race, 
hosted by the Hawaii Lodging and Tourism Association, allowed 
walkers to raise funds and walk for a Maui charity of their choice. 

Walkers included Food Bank staff members Angela Connell, Judy 
Franco, Rich Yust, Erick Acidero, Jenny Ganiban, and Angel 
Burger, as well as board member Vicki Shortell, Shortell’s daughter 
and her friend.  Board member Mike Green and his family also 
participated on behalf of the Food Bank.  Altogether, over 3,000 
people walked—men, women, youth and keiki, raising $767,495 
for charities on Maui. 

Angela Connell, Community Relations Manager for the Food 
Bank, said she enjoyed the race.  “It was physically tiring but I had 
a great time,” she said.  “It was meaningful to know that you’re 
doing something for the community that gives back.” 

Connell’s colleague, Judy Franco, also enjoyed the race.  She said 
the best part was “seeing people out there, all getting involved for 
different organizations, doing something good on a day off.”  
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a dream to a fully functional 
organization that feeds more 
than 150 people per week. 

When the pantry opened its 
doors in March of 2013, they 
had just two people come and 
receive food the first week.  
The food pantry volunteers 
kept serving and believing that 
they could help meet the needs of the 
homeless and low-income population 
of South Maui.  The next week they had 10 people, then 15, 
and then, “it just exploded,” said the pantry’s Director, Coleen 
Rishovd.  In the first year, the pantry was able to provide bags of 
much needed food to more than 4,000 people. 

“Being able not only to feed people’s bodies, but also to minister 
to people’s hearts and souls is what brings me so much joy,” 
Rishovd said.  “Since people are coming to us on church property 
and asking for prayer, we get to know them and they become like 
friends and family to us.”

Rishovd, who has volunteered for years with the homeless, dreams 
of one day expanding to be able to offer more to those in need in 
South Maui.  For now though, she and the rest of the volunteers 
will continue to provide food, hygiene items and first aid supplies 
to the homeless and low-income population of South Maui.

The food pantry is open from 9 am to 1 pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, or by appointment.  While they do 
receive donations from individuals, 99% of the food they give 
away comes from the Maui Food Bank.  “The Maui Food Bank 
has been amazing,” Rishovd said.  “Every single person has been 
phenomenal.”

Agency Connection

Skipping dinner.  Eating less, or eating less well.  Giving up food in order to pay rent.  
That is the reality for over 10,000 people a month in Maui County who are food insecure.  

Here on Maui, high unemployment, a tough economy, and the rising cost of living have 
conspired to push record numbers of people to the brink of hunger.  Even many families 
who have traditionally lived securely in the middle class are now seeking help from the 
Maui Food Bank.

For twenty years, the Maui Food Bank has played a unique role in the work to end hunger 
in Maui County.  Hundreds of organizations and individuals rely on the food service we 
provide to help run their meal, snack and grocery programs.  This year, we’ll distribute over 
8,000 pounds of food a day — enough food for more than 1.5 million meals and snacks.

Here’s how it all works:

We collect over 2.2 million pounds of food throughout the year. Our food comes from 
a wide variety of sources, both donated and purchased.

• 400,000 pounds of fresh produce comes from local farmers and wholesalers. 
• USDA food commodities arrive by the truckload.
• Our “Fresh Rescue” program collects food from local supermarkets that would 

otherwise go to waste.
• Our Food & Fund Drives collect nonperishable foods in the Maui Food Bank 

food drop-off bins you see all around the community.
• We also make supplemental purchases of foods like quality protein items that 

ensure pantry distributions and offer a nutritionally balanced array of food.

The food goes to partners and pantries for meals and groceries.  The Food Bank 
supplies food for our network of 120 partner organizations, including agencies on Lanai 
and Molokai.  

Our agencies include food pantries, soup kitchens, keiki and youth programs, food 
distribution sites and our senior mobile pantry.  Some of our partners run hot meal 
programs, including groups like the Salvation Army and Hale Kau Kau.  Others oversee 
snack programs, home-delivered grocery services, and small meal programs.  A high 
percentage of the food we distribute goes to our farmer’s market-style pantries that serve 
hundreds of needy households each week, providing people with healthy foods they can 
prepare at home.  

Mahalo to all our faithful and generous donors who make 
it possible to help the hungry in our island community.  
Together, we’re truly making a difference!
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Our MISSION  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust Rotarians Put Spring Food Drive 

Over the Top  

During our Spring Food Drive in April, nine Rotary Clubs 
on Maui collected 5,318 pounds of food and over $6,000 in 
cash donations for the Maui Food Bank!  Nearly 50 Rotary 
volunteers accepted the food and fund donations at the 
entrances of grocery stores throughout Maui.  

We love and appreciate our Rotary volunteers!  The Maui 
Rotary Clubs joined more than 70,000 Rotarians on three 
continents who participated in service projects in their 
communities as part of “Rotary at Work Day.”  

The nine Rotary Clubs on Maui are Kahului, Kihei Sunrise, 
Kihei Wailea, Lahaina, Lahaina Sunrise, Maui, Upcountry 
Maui, Valley Isle Sunset, and Wailuhu.  Mahalo to our 
Rotary Clubs for their tireless efforts to make sure that no 
one in our island ohana goes to bed hungry!  

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for these generous community efforts to feed the hungry in our island ohana.

Coleen Rishovd and 
Jeff Graves

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

Recently Hawaii’s Governor, Neil Abercrombie, and Lieutenant 
Governor, Shan S. Tsutsui, proclaimed April 2014 as “Helping 
to Feed Hawaii’s Hungry Month.”  The proclamation ceremony 
was intended to draw public attention to the seriousness of the 
problems that hungry people face every day, even here in our 
tropical paradise.  

“Helping to Feed Hawaii’s Hungry Month” recognizes that due 
to financial constraints, homelessness, disability, unemployment, 
and/or illness, many families in Hawaii are now forced to choose 
between paying their rent, filling prescriptions, keeping utilities 
on, and buying food.  Many of these families rely on support 
from organizations such as the Maui Food Bank.  

The Maui Food Bank and its affiliated member agencies 
distribute more than 2 million pounds of food every year, 
making it possible to feed 10,000 people each month throughout 
Maui County. 

Maui Food Bank’s Executive Director, Richard Yust, was on 
hand for the ceremony, and the contribution of the Maui Food 
Bank was recognized by the Lt. Governor, as all kinds of people 
benefit from the Maui Food Bank, including seniors, low-income 
families, the homeless, the disabled (including veterans), the 
working poor, people in recovery from substance or domestic 
abuse, the unemployed and underemployed.  Of those served, 
fully 40% are children and youth.  

People Helping People

Tessa Chin - Maui Preparatory Academy

Tessa Chin is nine years old, and is a fourth grade student at Maui Prep.  But she’s certainly not 
too young to see some of the challenges people face in our island ohana.  And best of all, she’s not 
too young to pitch in and help effect a solution!  Tessa is a faithful contributor to Maui Food Bank 
whenever she can.  

Tessa writes, “I was born on Maui and have lived here all my life.  I feel sad for the people who don’t 
have very much, especially those who do not have enough to eat.  Food is important because it is what 
helps us grow.  I have a lot of stuff.  When I see a homeless person I just want to help them.  People 
are not aware of how many people need food and I’m going to change that.  I want everyone to think 
about how they can help people who are poor.”

The Maui Food Bank is working hard to eliminate hunger in Maui County, and people like Tessa help 
us help the hungry on a daily basis.  Mahalo, Tessa!

Left to Right: Jeff Graves, Sally Graves, Nalini 
Harrold, Le McFadden, Coleen Rishovd

Hot Off the Press

How the Food Bank Works

April 2014 Proclaimed 
“Helping to Feed Hawaii’s 
Hungry Month”  

Tessa Chin
Lt. Governor of the State of Hawaii, Shan S. Tsutsui (on left), 
presents an official State Proclamation to Richard Yust, Executive 
Director of the Maui Food Bank

Left to Right: Lauren Matsunaga, Safeway Maui Lani Store 
Manager Robin Truxal, Kim Cua Gaxiola

Walkers Raise $767,495 at Charity Walk

Nine people walked on behalf of the Food Bank for the Maui 
Visitor Industry Charity Walk on Saturday, May 10.  The race, 
hosted by the Hawaii Lodging and Tourism Association, allowed 
walkers to raise funds and walk for a Maui charity of their choice. 

Walkers included Food Bank staff members Angela Connell, Judy 
Franco, Rich Yust, Erick Acidero, Jenny Ganiban, and Angel 
Burger, as well as board member Vicki Shortell, Shortell’s daughter 
and her friend.  Board member Mike Green and his family also 
participated on behalf of the Food Bank.  Altogether, over 3,000 
people walked—men, women, youth and keiki, raising $767,495 
for charities on Maui. 

Angela Connell, Community Relations Manager for the Food 
Bank, said she enjoyed the race.  “It was physically tiring but I had 
a great time,” she said.  “It was meaningful to know that you’re 
doing something for the community that gives back.” 

Connell’s colleague, Judy Franco, also enjoyed the race.  She said 
the best part was “seeing people out there, all getting involved for 
different organizations, doing something good on a day off.”  



Baldwin High School Army JROTC -- Bear Battalion Steps Up to Fight 
Hunger and Assist with NALC Food Drive

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Nick Vujicic Wows Students at Maui Schools

Board Member Stephen 
Jiran Lives Out His Belief 
in Philanthropy

Stephen Jiran has been a Maui Food Bank Board member for 
five years, and his skills and commitment have made a real 
difference in the organization.  

Originally from Minnesota, Stephen attended the University 
of Wisconsin and the University of Montana, graduating with 
a degree in finance and economics.  In 1991, Stephen and his 
wife Andrea relocated to Maui.  Today, Stephen is with First 
Wind, and oversees all aspects of operations for Maui’s Kaheawa 
Wind Farms.

Philanthropy has long been a priority to Stephen, and he 
believes that giving back to the community is an important part 
of one’s legacy.  He says, “Legacy planning is the cornerstone 
of a successful community, and philanthropy makes the world 
a better place.” Seeing the large disparity between those who 
have and those who cannot make ends meet was a key element 
in Stephen saying, “Yes” to becoming a Maui Food Bank board 

member.  With great compassion he understands the challenge 
many people face just to provide the basic essentials for their 
families—food and water.  

Stephen is especially passionate about the Maui Food Bank’s 
“Aloha BackPack Buddies” program, because in this program 
he envisions a solution to child hunger in Maui County.  “By 
providing children from low-income families a backpack filled 
with six meals to take home for the weekend,” he shares, “We’re 
helping to make sure that no child goes to bed hungry…even 
on the weekend.”  

Stephen continues, “No one should have to go without 
sustenance and the bare necessities of life, and that’s why I 
believe it should be the goal of every man and woman to help 
the hungry.  If, in some way, we can better the conditions 
of those who have less, it will give us all a greater sense of 
fulfillment and purpose.” 

Board Focus 
The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) Food Drive 
is a traditional community service performed by members of 
the Letter Carriers Union.  On Saturday, May 10th, 2014, the 
22nd annual NALC Food Drive took place nationwide.  Each 
year, Maui County letter carriers go into every neighborhood, 
collecting bags of food that have been donated by the people 
they serve.  

Recently disturbing facts have been released regarding hunger in 
Hawaii.  One such statistic shows that one out of five children in 
Maui County lives in a “food-insecure household.”  This means 
that these children often do not know where their next meal is 
coming from.  

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those living 
in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this year’s 
Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in over 44,000 pounds 
of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.  

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank 
looks forward to every year.  Many Letter Carriers donated their 
personal time to assure that every can and package of food was 
delivered safely to the Maui Food Bank.  In addition, over 100 
volunteers sorted and packed the food as it was being dropped 
off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.

All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special 
MAHALO to everyone who helped make this year’s NALC 
Food Drive a success.  Every year, this event highlights the 
incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of Maui residents.  
Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support, 
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in Maui 
County. 

Every year, the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) conducts a 
national food drive to help relieve hunger.  In Maui County, the NALC works 
directly with the Maui Food Bank to assure efficient distribution of the food 
they collect.

This year, for the second consecutive year, Maui’s Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corp (a leadership training program that utilizes military-style 
principles) volunteered to help with the NALC Food Drive.   

With Lieutenant Colonel Patty and Sergeant First Class Kahalekai leading the 
team, 100 Baldwin High School JROTC cadets worked for hours to sort and 
process the 44,298 pounds of NALC food that came into the Food Bank’s 
warehouse that day. 

The Bear Battalion conducts a service project every semester, and we are 
extremely grateful that they once again chose to learn about hunger in their 
community and serve at the Maui Food Bank.  Their efforts are very much 
appreciated!

Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association of Letter 
Carrier’s Food Drive 

Imagine getting through your busy day without arms or legs, 
hands or feet.  Picture your life without the ability to walk, care 
for your basic needs, or even embrace those you love.  

Meet Nick Vujicic (pronounced VOO-yee-cheech).  In 1982, 
without any medical explanation or warning, Nick was born 
without arms and legs in Melbourne, Australia.  Yet, instead of 
surrendering to despair, the Vujicic family embarked on what 
proved to be a wild adventure, raising a son who refused to 
allow his physical condition to limit his lifestyle.  

Since his first public speaking engagement at age 19, Nick 
has traveled the world, sharing his inspirational story with 
millions.  Nick’s story of a “Life Without Limbs” reveals to 
everyone, no matter how old or young, that it’s possible to live 
a life without limits.  As proof of his point, Nick has become 
an accomplished motivational speaker, author, musician, and 
actor; his hobbies include fishing, painting and swimming.  

From April 2 through 7, 2014, Nick brought his message of 
hope, courage and inspiration to over 12,000 Maui school 
students.  Originally scheduled to speak to assemblies at 
seven schools, word spread quickly throughout our Island 
community, and Nick stayed an extra day so he could speak 
at two additional schools.  At the War Memorial Community 

event, over 4,000 waited in line for two hours to secure a seat, 
but close to 1,000 people had to be turned away.  When Nick 
found out not everyone could get into the meeting, he made 
his way outside and shared with those who had hoped to hear 
him but couldn’t get in.  

While in Maui, Nick partnered with the Maui Food Bank, and 
at all his meetings, attendees were asked to bring a can of food 
for the Food Bank.  Mahalo Nick, for coming to Maui!  You 
made a difference in all our lives.  

Volunteer HI-Light -
Lynnette Terry is one of those amazing volunteers who 
consistently helps the Maui Food Bank meet the needs of 
Maui’s hungry.  

Lynnette, her husband Art and their 2 Newfoundland dogs 
moved to Maui from Southern California four years ago, 
fulfilling a long-term dream of retiring in paradise.  With the 
nest empty and a whole new life ahead, Lynnette began seeking 
a way to contribute to the community.  She found what she was 
looking for in the Maui Food Bank’s organization.

“I look forward to coming to the Food Bank, and I find a lot 
of fulfillment here,” Lynnette explained.  “Food is such a basic 
human need, and it’s encouraging to see the systems that the 
Food Bank has set up to serve people quickly and efficiently.”
Lynnette observes that while her original intention in 
volunteering was to provide benefits to others, she’s discovered 
that she also receives significant benefits as part of the process.  

“Volunteering at the Food Bank has changed my life, and I 
always feel that I get more out of it than I give.  Working here 
has helped me better understand the plight of the hungry, 
and with that increased understanding has come a 
greater sense of compassion.  
I’ve always been blessed with 
food in my refrigerator, 
and I truly enjoy helping 
others experience that 
same blessing.”

“I encourage everyone 
to volunteer someplace,” 
Lynnette concludes.  
“If you can help 
someone else by giving 
them hope, you’ve done 
a good thing.”

Lynnette Terry Finds Fulfillment 
through Volunteering

www.mauifoodbank.org

What Maui students had to say about Nick Vujicic:

“It was the best assembly our school has ever had.”  
- Amy, 9th grade

“I didn’t realize I was a bully until today. I thought I was 
just being funny. I never want to hurt anyone again.” 

 - Sam, 11th grade

“Last year I tried to kill myself. Nick helped me 
understand that I was put on this earth for a reason. 

 I have a lot to live for. Nick is really cool.”  
- Jake, 9th grade

“I have so much to be thankful for. Nick is 
making the most out of his life; he inspired 

me to make the most out of mine.” 
- Lei, 10th grade

Stephen, Andrea, Abigail, Samuel, McKinley

Becky Bolduc

Summer 20142 N e w s l e t t e r
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