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Michele McLean Brings a Big
Heart and Organizational
Acumen to the Maui Food
Bank Board
Michele McLean has served on the Board of the Maui Food Bank
for three years. Michele grew up in the northeast; in 1987, after
receiving a BA in Political Science from Vassar College, she moved
to Washington, D.C., where she worked for six years as a research
analyst.
After briefly relocating to Florida in 1993, Michele found herself
volunteering with “BEAKS” (Bird Emergency Aid and Kare
Sanctuary), an organization dedicated to helping birds in distress,
including eagles, pelicans and herons. She quickly moved from
volunteer to paid staff.
Meanwhile, Michele’s parents had relocated to Maui in 1983.
Wanting to be closer to them, Michele made the move to Maui in
1994. Continuing her work with animals, Michele volunteered
for ten years with the East Maui Animal Refuge, and also served
on its Board. Because of her experience as a research analyst, a job
opportunity opened up with the Maui County Council, focusing
on planning and land use issues. After several years, Michele
left the County and spent a few years in the private sector as a
Planning Consultant; she then joined the State’s Kahoolawe Island
Reserve Commission (KIRC) in 2005, where she served as Deputy
Director, helping to manage restoration, marine, and cultural

Volunteer HI-Light Carol Sipprelle has been volunteering at the Maui Food Bank
for about two years. She first discovered the need for Food Bank
volunteers when she visited the Kaunoa Senior Center after
relocating to Maui from Southern California. Since then, she has
been an exceptionally dependable volunteer, and has earned the
deep appreciation of both the Food Bank staff and the agencies
who partner with the Food Bank.
Carol explains that she is consistently encouraged by the high
level of cooperation she has witnessed as the Food Bank staff and
volunteers work together to meet the needs of hungry people all
over Maui County, including Molokai and Lanai. “Everyone
works together in perfect harmony,” she reports. “Those of us who
volunteer make a tangible difference in helping the Food Bank
achieve the goal of providing food to people who really need it,
and in return, the Food Bank staff makes the volunteers feel valued
and appreciated, which creates a nice working environment for
everyone.”

Food is our priority.
Your food donations are distributed
to over 10,000 needy people in
Maui County.

Financial support is essential to
our mission. For every dollar you
give we are able to provide 4 meals
to hungry people.
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We rely on volunteers like you.
Volunteers contribute significantly
to the daily operations of the Maui
Food Bank.

NALC - Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association
of Letter Carrier’s Food Drive
Michele McLean

programs. In 2011, Mayor Alan Arakawa appointed Michele as
Deputy Planning Director, a job she holds today; she also serves as
the County representative on the KIRC.
Michele told us that she is still surprised that there are so many
people in need of hunger relief in Maui County. She fears that
people (especially children and youth) may be stereotyped unfairly.
Michele concludes, “We must confront and overcome the challenge
that one out of five kids in Maui County are at risk of going
hungry.”
Michele has stated that she is honored to be a part of the Maui
Food Bank Board. Plus, because of the partnership between Maui
County and the Food Bank, Michele is in an ideal position to serve
as a liaison between the two entities.
Michele’s experience and passion to help the hungry is heartfelt.
She possesses a quality of compassion and willingness to seek the
betterment of others. We appreciate all that Michele McLean
brings to the Maui Food Bank – her organizational expertise, spirit
of generosity, and community involvement make her an exceptional
and valuable Board Member.

Carol Sipprelle Finds that Food Bank
Volunteers Receive As Well As Give
Carol also expressed that helping
the Food Bank fill the shelves with
safe and healthy food is personally
fulfilling. “Working here, you end
up feeling so good about yourself
because of all the people you’re
helping. I think everyone should
consider volunteering at the Maui
Food Bank!”
Carol’s positive attitude and deep
commitment have led Food Bank
staff to proclaim that she models
Carol Sipprelle, Mayor Alan Arakawa
Winston Churchill’s famous
quotation, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.” Mahalo, Carol Sipprelle, for the time and effort you
volunteer at the Maui Food Bank!

The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) Food
Drive is a traditional community service performed by
members of the Letter Carriers Union. On Saturday, May
9th, 2015, the 23nd annual NALC Food Drive took place
nationwide. Each year, Maui County letter carriers go into
every neighborhood, collecting bags of food that have been
donated by the people they serve.
Recently disturbing facts have been released regarding
hunger in Hawaii. One such statistic shows that one out
of five children in Maui County lives in a “food insecure
household.” This means that these children often do not
know where their next meal is coming from.

their personal time to assure that every can and package of food was delivered
safely to the Maui Food Bank. In addition, 110 volunteers sorted and packed
the food as it was being dropped off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.
All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special MAHALO to
everyone who helped make this year’s NALC Food Drive a success. Every
year, this event highlights the incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of
Maui residents. Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support,
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in Maui County.

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank
looks forward to every year. Many Mail Carriers donated
Wailuku Post Office - Henry Perilla & Melissa Rabino

Baldwin High School Army JROTC--Bear Battalion Steps Up to
Fight Hunger and Assist with NALC Food Drive

Newsletter

Summer 2015

The Good Shepherd Rocks New Year’s Eve
for a Good Cause
From promoting rock stars to celebrity chefs, long-time Maui
resident Shep Gordon is the man behind some of the biggest names
in showbiz.
Every New Year’s Eve here on Maui, fabled fame guru Shep Gordon
sponsors a star-studded New Year’s benefit bash. And every year,
an eclectic array of artists take the stage to raise money for the
Maui Food Bank -- last year’s show included Alice Cooper (whom
Shep has managed for more than forty-five years), Steven Tyler
of Aerosmith, balladeer Sarah McLachlan, a couple of Doobie
Brothers, local hero Willie K, and clown prince Weird Al Yankovic,
among others.

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those
living in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this
year’s Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in 45,500
pounds of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.
This was an increase of 3,000 pounds from last year’s total.

Scoops

Shep’s ability to garner such star power for his New Year’s dinner and
show is testament to his altruistic character and spirit of generosity.
He has long enjoyed a reputation as one of the best connected and
best liked figures in showbiz.

For thirty years the New Year’s eve event was held at Shep’s
oceanfront home. But when he realized that more people meant
more money to help the hungry, he moved the event to his everpopular restaurant Mala located at Wailea Beach Marriott, where
larger audiences could be accommodated. Over the last seven years
the event has grown exponentially; in fact, since 2008 Shep has
provided 450,000 meals for those in need of hunger relief!
Shep notes, “Having a successful restaurant business puts food at the
forefront. How can we sit down at the dinner table to eat and not
share with those who are in need? We’re all on the same planet, and
we all have the ability to give something. If we all work together, we
can stop hunger on Maui.”
We at the Maui Food Bank owe a debt of gratitude to Shep
Gordon – affectionately known here as “the Good Shepherd” – for
his willingness to use his influence and resources to help alleviate
hunger throughout Maui County. Mahalo, Shep!

Shep Gordon

Every year, the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) conducts a
national food drive to help relieve hunger. In Maui County, the NALC works
directly with the Maui Food Bank to assure efficient distribution of the food they
collect.
This year, for the third consecutive year, Maui’s Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corp (a leadership training program that utilizes military-style principles)
volunteered to help with the NALC Food Drive.

Steven Tyler

Adrien Brody, Alice Cooper, Shep Gordon,
Clint Eastwood

With Sergeant First Class Kahalekai leading the team, 100 Baldwin High School
JROTC cadets worked for hours to sort and process the 45,500 pounds of NALC
food that came into the Food Bank’s warehouse that day.
The Bear Battalion conducts a service project every semester, and we are extremely
grateful that they once again chose to learn about hunger in their community and
serve at the Maui Food Bank. Their efforts are very much appreciated!

Michael McDonold

Patrick Simmons, Orianthi,
Bob Rock
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From the Desk of
Richard Yust
Ten Years and
Counting
In April 2005 I was hired by the Maui Food
Bank as the Director of Operations. This
was a brand new position created by the
Maui Food Bank.
As a Maui resident for many years I had
a passion to get involved and give back to
the community, and the Maui Food Bank
proved to be the ideal opportunity for me
to do so.
At the time I was hired I was unaware that the current Executive Director had plans to
retire and move to the mainland. This meant that the key leadership position was going
to be left open. In late 2006 the Food Bank Board of Directors approached me and asked
if I would consider becoming the next Executive Director. I was honored to be asked, and
readily accepted.
I have been fortunate to have a dedicated and competent staff, and together we have created
a platform for the Food Bank to grow to meet the community’s needs. Upon the purchase
of our Wailuku office and warehouse, the Food Bank was well positioned to handle
the sizable food needs of tens of thousands of people in Maui County who were facing
economic crisis in 2008.
When I started at the Maui Food Bank, there were 11 food drives held each year. Now we
are running 1,000 food drives a year throughout our island community. Food collected
and distributed has more than doubled, and the number of people we serve has grown from
6,000 to over 10,000 hungry people a month.

People Helping People

Hot Off the Press

Kaunoa Senior Center Collects Food for Maui Food Bank
Once again this year, the members of the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program at Kaunoa Senior Services held a food drive
benefitting the Maui Food Bank. Kaunoa Senior Services is a division
of the County of Maui’s Department of Housing and Human
Concerns, and provides opportunities for seniors to learn and grow
through a variety of ongoing programs throughout the County.

You already know that the Maui Food Bank collects and distributes food to
those in need of hunger relief in Maui County, but have you considered the
scope of the cooperation it takes to make that happen?

This year’s food drive began on April 7, and kicked off with a
ceremony in the office of Mayor Alan Arakawa. Food was collected
at two locations – Kaunoa Senior Center in Paia, and an additional
location in Lahaina.

Here’s a snapshot of a typical day at the Maui Food Bank:

The staff & seniors actively planned, coordinated, and executed the
successful event, collecting food donations that will be administered
and distributed through the Maui Food Bank. The participants were
motivated by their concern for the nutritional well-being of children
during the summer when school is not in session.
A big Mahalo from the Maui Food Bank to Kaunoa Senior Center
and all the volunteers for their commitment to helping the hungry in
Maui County!

Kaunoa - L-R: Charles Heam, Grace De Porter, Stephanie
Kaplan, Jerry Tumacder, Kevin Kanemoto,
Lillian Lechler, Ivey Mitsuyuki
For more information on Kaunoa Senior Services, visit http://www.
co.maui.hi.us/index.aspx?nid=254. For more information on Maui
Food Bank, go to www.MauiFoodBank.org, or call 808.243.9500.

A Vital Link - Battle of the Businesses
A vital link in the chain of community efforts to feed the hungry
in Maui County is the “Battle of the Businesses,” sponsored
by 99.9 KISS FM. This spring 19 businesses competed to see
who could collect the most food and cash donations. The two
winners representing large and small businesses both received a

generous marketing campaign provided by Pacific Radio Group.
Congratulations to this year’s winners: Island Grocery Depot (large
business) and Hon Blue (small business.) A special thank you to
all the businesses who participated and collected 7,000 pounds of
healthy food plus cash donations.

facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

By 7 AM, the Food Bank’s
trucks are on their way
to pick up donated food
Erick Acidera (left),
from grocery stores, food
Charles Heam, Keith Wright
vendors, and food drives all over
the island. Meanwhile, another
truck is delivering food to seniors living on a fixed income and a handful of
designated community food distribution sites.
Soon, the Food Bank’s Food Resource Team will be scouring the island
looking for businesses, schools, places of worship, and individuals who
would be willing to conduct food drives, so that more food can be collected.

Maui Food Bank Helps Local
Ministry Change Lives
In 2012, King’s Cathedral Church in Kahului launched
“Transformation,” an outreach designed to help people
here on Maui struggling with life-controlling issues. The
ministry began with just a handful of people attending
the sessions – but today, Transformation hosts nearly a
hundred people every week.
Karrie Rice is one of the founders of the program, and
has seen it evolve and change to meet the needs of the
community. “When we started, we only served coffee and
donuts to the people who attended,” Karrie says. “But
before long, I noticed that many attendees didn’t have
time to prepare a meal before coming to the group. The
Transformation program is very challenging, and it’s hard
for people to focus on making vital life changes when
they’re hungry, but I had no budget for food beyond
coffee and donuts. So I contacted the Maui Food Bank to
see if they could help us feed our attendees. They’ve been
very gracious in assisting us.”
Every week, Karrie comes to the Food Bank to pick up
food, which she then prepares for the Monday evening
Transformation meeting. She’s seen firsthand the
difference this important step can make in the program’s
success rate.
“Having the cooperation of the Maui Food Bank has
definitely improved the quality and success of the
Transformation ministry,” Karrie continued. Thanks to
the Food Bank’s help, we’re now able to feed the body,
soul, and spirit of people in their time of need. It’s no
exaggeration to say the Food Bank is helping us turn lives
around and get people on a solid foundation. Mahalo to
the Maui Food Bank for helping us make a difference!”

Meanwhile, back at the Food Bank, a cadre of dedicated volunteers is busily
sorting and shelving food that has come in to help the hungry in Maui
County. Additional volunteers are preparing food drive equipment to be
sent out to facilitate the next local food drive, as representatives of some of
the Food Bank’s 120 agency partners are arriving to pick up the food they’ll
need to run their programs for the day.

Our MISSION

Like us on Facebook

As the day is dawning at 6 AM, the Food Bank’s warehouse crew is deftly
moving pallets of food and supplies, organizing the warehouse for another
busy shift. On an average workday, about 10,000 pounds of food will move
through this warehouse –
enough food for 38,460 meals
per week -- and that requires
a lot of lifting, sorting,
unpacking, repacking, and
other logistical operations.

Concurrently, the Food Bank’s Development Staff is representing the Food
Bank in the community, raising funds for vital programs such as Aloha
BackPack Buddies, Senior Mobile Pantry, “Fresh 4 All” (the Food Bank’s
fresh produce section), as well as general funding for food acquisition.

On a personal note, this has been the most rewarding 10 years of my life. Serving the
poor by providing food for people in need has given me a great sense of fulfilment and a
certainty that I am right where I am supposed to be. I look forward with great expectation
to many more years of leading the Maui Food Bank and making sure that no one in our
island ohana goes to bed hungry.

The Maui Food Bank’s
mission is to help the hungry
in Maui County by collecting
and distributing food through
community partnerships.

Staff, Volunteers, and Agencies
Come Together to Make Maui Food
Bank a Lifeline for Those in Need

Agency Connection

Richard Yust
Executive Director

Island Grocery Depot –
Far right front Brian Arakaki and staff

Hon Blue – L-R James Loehis, Julie Bothmer-Yost,
Tracey Johnson, David Bradley

Every day, the Maui Food Bank is focused on bringing wholesome,
nutritious food to people in need in ways that are respectful, supportive,
and effective -- and we could use your help! Visit www.MauiFoodBank.org
to learn more about our organization, the extent and impact of hunger in
our island community, and how you could help us alleviate hunger in Maui
County.

Karrie Rice

760 Kolu Street
Wailuku, HI 96793
Phone: (808) 243-9500
www.mauifoodbank.org
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ceremony in the office of Mayor Alan Arakawa. Food was collected
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successful event, collecting food donations that will be administered
and distributed through the Maui Food Bank. The participants were
motivated by their concern for the nutritional well-being of children
during the summer when school is not in session.
A big Mahalo from the Maui Food Bank to Kaunoa Senior Center
and all the volunteers for their commitment to helping the hungry in
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business) and Hon Blue (small business.) A special thank you to
all the businesses who participated and collected 7,000 pounds of
healthy food plus cash donations.

facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

By 7 AM, the Food Bank’s
trucks are on their way
to pick up donated food
Erick Acidera (left),
from grocery stores, food
Charles Heam, Keith Wright
vendors, and food drives all over
the island. Meanwhile, another
truck is delivering food to seniors living on a fixed income and a handful of
designated community food distribution sites.
Soon, the Food Bank’s Food Resource Team will be scouring the island
looking for businesses, schools, places of worship, and individuals who
would be willing to conduct food drives, so that more food can be collected.

Maui Food Bank Helps Local
Ministry Change Lives
In 2012, King’s Cathedral Church in Kahului launched
“Transformation,” an outreach designed to help people
here on Maui struggling with life-controlling issues. The
ministry began with just a handful of people attending
the sessions – but today, Transformation hosts nearly a
hundred people every week.
Karrie Rice is one of the founders of the program, and
has seen it evolve and change to meet the needs of the
community. “When we started, we only served coffee and
donuts to the people who attended,” Karrie says. “But
before long, I noticed that many attendees didn’t have
time to prepare a meal before coming to the group. The
Transformation program is very challenging, and it’s hard
for people to focus on making vital life changes when
they’re hungry, but I had no budget for food beyond
coffee and donuts. So I contacted the Maui Food Bank to
see if they could help us feed our attendees. They’ve been
very gracious in assisting us.”
Every week, Karrie comes to the Food Bank to pick up
food, which she then prepares for the Monday evening
Transformation meeting. She’s seen firsthand the
difference this important step can make in the program’s
success rate.
“Having the cooperation of the Maui Food Bank has
definitely improved the quality and success of the
Transformation ministry,” Karrie continued. Thanks to
the Food Bank’s help, we’re now able to feed the body,
soul, and spirit of people in their time of need. It’s no
exaggeration to say the Food Bank is helping us turn lives
around and get people on a solid foundation. Mahalo to
the Maui Food Bank for helping us make a difference!”

Meanwhile, back at the Food Bank, a cadre of dedicated volunteers is busily
sorting and shelving food that has come in to help the hungry in Maui
County. Additional volunteers are preparing food drive equipment to be
sent out to facilitate the next local food drive, as representatives of some of
the Food Bank’s 120 agency partners are arriving to pick up the food they’ll
need to run their programs for the day.
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As the day is dawning at 6 AM, the Food Bank’s warehouse crew is deftly
moving pallets of food and supplies, organizing the warehouse for another
busy shift. On an average workday, about 10,000 pounds of food will move
through this warehouse –
enough food for 38,460 meals
per week -- and that requires
a lot of lifting, sorting,
unpacking, repacking, and
other logistical operations.

Concurrently, the Food Bank’s Development Staff is representing the Food
Bank in the community, raising funds for vital programs such as Aloha
BackPack Buddies, Senior Mobile Pantry, “Fresh 4 All” (the Food Bank’s
fresh produce section), as well as general funding for food acquisition.

On a personal note, this has been the most rewarding 10 years of my life. Serving the
poor by providing food for people in need has given me a great sense of fulfilment and a
certainty that I am right where I am supposed to be. I look forward with great expectation
to many more years of leading the Maui Food Bank and making sure that no one in our
island ohana goes to bed hungry.

The Maui Food Bank’s
mission is to help the hungry
in Maui County by collecting
and distributing food through
community partnerships.

Staff, Volunteers, and Agencies
Come Together to Make Maui Food
Bank a Lifeline for Those in Need

Agency Connection

Richard Yust
Executive Director

Island Grocery Depot –
Far right front Brian Arakaki and staff

Hon Blue – L-R James Loehis, Julie Bothmer-Yost,
Tracey Johnson, David Bradley

Every day, the Maui Food Bank is focused on bringing wholesome,
nutritious food to people in need in ways that are respectful, supportive,
and effective -- and we could use your help! Visit www.MauiFoodBank.org
to learn more about our organization, the extent and impact of hunger in
our island community, and how you could help us alleviate hunger in Maui
County.

Karrie Rice

www.mauifoodbank.org
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Board Focus

Michele McLean Brings a Big
Heart and Organizational
Acumen to the Maui Food
Bank Board
Michele McLean has served on the Board of the Maui Food Bank
for three years. Michele grew up in the northeast; in 1987, after
receiving a BA in Political Science from Vassar College, she moved
to Washington, D.C., where she worked for six years as a research
analyst.
After briefly relocating to Florida in 1993, Michele found herself
volunteering with “BEAKS” (Bird Emergency Aid and Kare
Sanctuary), an organization dedicated to helping birds in distress,
including eagles, pelicans and herons. She quickly moved from
volunteer to paid staff.
Meanwhile, Michele’s parents had relocated to Maui in 1983.
Wanting to be closer to them, Michele made the move to Maui in
1994. Continuing her work with animals, Michele volunteered
for ten years with the East Maui Animal Refuge, and also served
on its Board. Because of her experience as a research analyst, a job
opportunity opened up with the Maui County Council, focusing
on planning and land use issues. After several years, Michele
left the County and spent a few years in the private sector as a
Planning Consultant; she then joined the State’s Kahoolawe Island
Reserve Commission (KIRC) in 2005, where she served as Deputy
Director, helping to manage restoration, marine, and cultural

Volunteer HI-Light Carol Sipprelle has been volunteering at the Maui Food Bank
for about two years. She first discovered the need for Food Bank
volunteers when she visited the Kaunoa Senior Center after
relocating to Maui from Southern California. Since then, she has
been an exceptionally dependable volunteer, and has earned the
deep appreciation of both the Food Bank staff and the agencies
who partner with the Food Bank.
Carol explains that she is consistently encouraged by the high
level of cooperation she has witnessed as the Food Bank staff and
volunteers work together to meet the needs of hungry people all
over Maui County, including Molokai and Lanai. “Everyone
works together in perfect harmony,” she reports. “Those of us who
volunteer make a tangible difference in helping the Food Bank
achieve the goal of providing food to people who really need it,
and in return, the Food Bank staff makes the volunteers feel valued
and appreciated, which creates a nice working environment for
everyone.”

Food is our priority.
Your food donations are distributed
to over 10,000 needy people in
Maui County.

Financial support is essential to
our mission. For every dollar you
give we are able to provide 4 meals
to hungry people.

2

We rely on volunteers like you.
Volunteers contribute significantly
to the daily operations of the Maui
Food Bank.

NALC - Maui Food Bank Benefits from National Association
of Letter Carrier’s Food Drive
Michele McLean

programs. In 2011, Mayor Alan Arakawa appointed Michele as
Deputy Planning Director, a job she holds today; she also serves as
the County representative on the KIRC.
Michele told us that she is still surprised that there are so many
people in need of hunger relief in Maui County. She fears that
people (especially children and youth) may be stereotyped unfairly.
Michele concludes, “We must confront and overcome the challenge
that one out of five kids in Maui County are at risk of going
hungry.”
Michele has stated that she is honored to be a part of the Maui
Food Bank Board. Plus, because of the partnership between Maui
County and the Food Bank, Michele is in an ideal position to serve
as a liaison between the two entities.
Michele’s experience and passion to help the hungry is heartfelt.
She possesses a quality of compassion and willingness to seek the
betterment of others. We appreciate all that Michele McLean
brings to the Maui Food Bank – her organizational expertise, spirit
of generosity, and community involvement make her an exceptional
and valuable Board Member.

Carol Sipprelle Finds that Food Bank
Volunteers Receive As Well As Give
Carol also expressed that helping
the Food Bank fill the shelves with
safe and healthy food is personally
fulfilling. “Working here, you end
up feeling so good about yourself
because of all the people you’re
helping. I think everyone should
consider volunteering at the Maui
Food Bank!”
Carol’s positive attitude and deep
commitment have led Food Bank
staff to proclaim that she models
Carol Sipprelle, Mayor Alan Arakawa
Winston Churchill’s famous
quotation, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.” Mahalo, Carol Sipprelle, for the time and effort you
volunteer at the Maui Food Bank!

The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) Food
Drive is a traditional community service performed by
members of the Letter Carriers Union. On Saturday, May
9th, 2015, the 23nd annual NALC Food Drive took place
nationwide. Each year, Maui County letter carriers go into
every neighborhood, collecting bags of food that have been
donated by the people they serve.
Recently disturbing facts have been released regarding
hunger in Hawaii. One such statistic shows that one out
of five children in Maui County lives in a “food insecure
household.” This means that these children often do not
know where their next meal is coming from.

their personal time to assure that every can and package of food was delivered
safely to the Maui Food Bank. In addition, 110 volunteers sorted and packed
the food as it was being dropped off at the Food Bank by the Letter Carriers.
All of us here at the Maui Food Bank send out a special MAHALO to
everyone who helped make this year’s NALC Food Drive a success. Every
year, this event highlights the incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of
Maui residents. Many thanks, to all of Maui’s Letter Carriers for their support,
dedication, and commitment to help the hungry here in Maui County.

The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank
looks forward to every year. Many Mail Carriers donated
Wailuku Post Office - Henry Perilla & Melissa Rabino

Baldwin High School Army JROTC--Bear Battalion Steps Up to
Fight Hunger and Assist with NALC Food Drive
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The Good Shepherd Rocks New Year’s Eve
for a Good Cause
From promoting rock stars to celebrity chefs, long-time Maui
resident Shep Gordon is the man behind some of the biggest names
in showbiz.
Every New Year’s Eve here on Maui, fabled fame guru Shep Gordon
sponsors a star-studded New Year’s benefit bash. And every year,
an eclectic array of artists take the stage to raise money for the
Maui Food Bank -- last year’s show included Alice Cooper (whom
Shep has managed for more than forty-five years), Steven Tyler
of Aerosmith, balladeer Sarah McLachlan, a couple of Doobie
Brothers, local hero Willie K, and clown prince Weird Al Yankovic,
among others.

Once again the NALC rose to the occasion, helping those
living in Maui County who are at risk of going hungry – this
year’s Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in 45,500
pounds of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.
This was an increase of 3,000 pounds from last year’s total.

Scoops

Shep’s ability to garner such star power for his New Year’s dinner and
show is testament to his altruistic character and spirit of generosity.
He has long enjoyed a reputation as one of the best connected and
best liked figures in showbiz.

For thirty years the New Year’s eve event was held at Shep’s
oceanfront home. But when he realized that more people meant
more money to help the hungry, he moved the event to his everpopular restaurant Mala located at Marriott Wailea, where larger
audiences could be accommodated. Over the last seven years the
event has grown exponentially; in fact, since 2008 Shep has provided
450,000 meals for those in need of hunger relief!
Shep notes, “Having a successful restaurant business puts food at the
forefront. How can we sit down at the dinner table to eat and not
share with those who are in need? We’re all on the same planet, and
we all have the ability to give something. If we all work together, we
can stop hunger on Maui.”
We at the Maui Food Bank owe a debt of gratitude to Shep
Gordon – affectionately known here as “the Good Shepherd” – for
his willingness to use his influence and resources to help alleviate
hunger throughout Maui County. Mahalo, Shep!

Shep Gordon

Every year, the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) conducts a
national food drive to help relieve hunger. In Maui County, the NALC works
directly with the Maui Food Bank to assure efficient distribution of the food they
collect.
This year, for the third consecutive year, Maui’s Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corp (a leadership training program that utilizes military-style principles)
volunteered to help with the NALC Food Drive.

Steven Tyler

Adrien Brody, Alice Cooper, Shep Gordon,
Clint Eastwood

With Sergeant First Class Kahalekai leading the team, 100 Baldwin High School
JROTC cadets worked for hours to sort and process the 45,500 pounds of NALC
food that came into the Food Bank’s warehouse that day.
The Bear Battalion conducts a service project every semester, and we are extremely
grateful that they once again chose to learn about hunger in their community and
serve at the Maui Food Bank. Their efforts are very much appreciated!

Michael McDonold

Patrick Simmons, Orianthi,
Bob Rock

www.mauifoodbank.org
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Sanctuary), an organization dedicated to helping birds in distress,
including eagles, pelicans and herons. She quickly moved from
volunteer to paid staff.
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people (especially children and youth) may be stereotyped unfairly.
Michele concludes, “We must confront and overcome the challenge
that one out of five kids in Maui County are at risk of going
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Wanting to be closer to them, Michele made the move to Maui in
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for ten years with the East Maui Animal Refuge, and also served
on its Board. Because of her experience as a research analyst, a job
opportunity opened up with the Maui County Council, focusing
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left the County and spent a few years in the private sector as a
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Michele has stated that she is honored to be a part of the Maui
Food Bank Board. Plus, because of the partnership between Maui
County and the Food Bank, Michele is in an ideal position to serve
as a liaison between the two entities.
Michele’s experience and passion to help the hungry is heartfelt.
She possesses a quality of compassion and willingness to seek the
betterment of others. We appreciate all that Michele McLean
brings to the Maui Food Bank – her organizational expertise, spirit
of generosity, and community involvement make her an exceptional
and valuable Board Member.
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for about two years. She first discovered the need for Food Bank
volunteers when she visited the Kaunoa Senior Center after
relocating to Maui from Southern California. Since then, she has
been an exceptionally dependable volunteer, and has earned the
deep appreciation of both the Food Bank staff and the agencies
who partner with the Food Bank.
Carol explains that she is consistently encouraged by the high
level of cooperation she has witnessed as the Food Bank staff and
volunteers work together to meet the needs of hungry people all
over Maui County, including Molokai and Lanai. “Everyone
works together in perfect harmony,” she reports. “Those of us who
volunteer make a tangible difference in helping the Food Bank
achieve the goal of providing food to people who really need it,
and in return, the Food Bank staff makes the volunteers feel valued
and appreciated, which creates a nice working environment for
everyone.”
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He has long enjoyed a reputation as one of the best connected and
best liked figures in showbiz.
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oceanfront home. But when he realized that more people meant
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audiences could be accommodated. Over the last seven years the
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Shep notes, “Having a successful restaurant business puts food at the
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