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Elvis Sighted at the Maui Food Bank!

S

everal years ago, a Las Vegas
performer named Darren Lee visited
Maui with his wife Allison in celebration
of his 40th birthday. But Darren Lee
wasn’t just any performer…he’s one of
the world’s most successful and highlyacclaimed Elvis tribute artists! In fact, at
the time of his first visit to Maui, Darren
was the star of the longest-running Elvis
show in the history of Las Vegas.
During their vacation, Darren and
Allison attended a Maui luau where
they witnessed their first hula dancers.
Darren was enthralled, and immediately
wanted to jump up on stage and start
singing Elvis’ hit “Blue Hawaii.”
Fast forward to 2013, when Darren
relocated to Maui as the star of an
all-new Elvis tribute, “Burn’n Love;
A Musical Journey Starring Darren

A portion of every ticket
sold is donated to the
Maui Food Bank —
providing 60,000 meals
for those in need!
Lee,” now playing at the Maui Theatre
in Lahaina. This amazingly authentic
Elvis show is a full-scale live concert
production that has been captivating
audiences of all ages and musical tastes
since its opening.
But there’s more to Darren Lee than hipshaking showmanship –– “Burn’n Love”

Executive Producer Mike Kattawar
and Darren partnered with the Maui
Food Bank to help feed Maui County’s
hungry! A portion of every ticket sold
at each show is donated to the
Maui Food Bank, and through
these funds, Darren has enabled
the Food Bank to provide 60,000
meals for those in need. To our
delight, Darren recently stopped
in at the Food Bank facility to
greet staff and show his support
for the Food Bank’s mission.
Darren Lee’s “Burn’n Love” show is an
exciting part of Maui’s entertainment
landscape, and Lee’s heart for helping
Maui’s hungry would most certainly
bring a smile to Elvis’ face. Thank you,
Darren, for helping us feed the hungry!
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Maui Food Bank Introduces
New Programs

M

aui Food Bank is always growing. It is the goal of the Maui Food
Bank to continually introduce new programs that increase access to
safe and nutritious food for those in need.
We create programs and enhance already-existing programs that provide
hunger relief for all ages. Working together we are alleviating hunger in our
island community.
I want to tell you about our two newest programs.
•

In 2016 we implemented a Summer
Feeding Program that provides
prepared meals for kids during
summer months when school is
not in session. Meals follow a
strict nutritional guideline, and are
distributed through summer programs
for children and youth in Maui County.

•

In addition, we’ve initiated a new
Senior Supplemental Food Program through
which we deliver nutritious groceries directly
to the homes of qualifying seniors. This
program is designed to encourage better
health, to promote independent living, and to
help reduce isolation.
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Our MISSION
The Maui Food Bank’s
mission is to help the hungry
in Maui County by collecting
and distributing food through
community partnerships.

Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

Richard Yust

For hundreds of seniors in Maui County, a knock
on the door brings a delivery of fresh groceries from the Maui Food Bank.
Each box includes a balance of nutritious foods such as fresh fruits and
vegetables, dairy, beans and legumes, lean protein, and whole grains.
Participation has increased since the program launched, now averaging 500
deliveries per month to seniors, some of whom are homebound and may
have disabilities. Many of our participants are unable to visit our pantries
because of low mobility, but they still have the desire and ability to prepare
meals at home. These seniors benefit greatly from the autonomy that comes
with cooking and preparing their own meals with groceries delivered to
their home through our program.
Thanks to our ever-growing vision here at the Food Bank, and a staff
committed to meeting the needs of those who are food insecure, we plan to
add even more programs that will help end hunger in Maui County.

Richard Yust
Executive Director

For hundreds of seniors in Maui County, a
knock on the door brings a delivery of fresh
groceries from the Maui Food Bank.

Hot Off the Press

America’s Mayors Honor Volunteers

R

ecently, Mayors of cities and towns across our nation signed
a Proclamation designating April 4, 2017 as National Service
Recognition Day. This Proclamation recognized volunteers across
our country who selflessly donate their time to make a difference
in their community.
The Maui Food Bank depends heavily upon the efforts of our
dedicated volunteers, who work tirelessly to help feed the hungry
here in Maui County. Along with the Mayors of America, we
want to take this opportunity to honor all our volunteers!
For more information on how you could serve as a volunteer at the
Maui Food Bank, call 808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

Mahalo to all our volunteers
for your faithful service!

Robin Truxal and Allan B. Cool from Maui Safeway Stores

Safeway Leads Largest - Ever Food Donation Campaign

F

or many years, the Maui Food Bank has enjoyed a thriving
partnership with Maui’s Safeway stores -- Safeway personnel
are always finding ways to help the Food Bank provide more food
to those in need.
Recently, Maui’s Safeway stores completed a food drive called
“Feed the Need” campaign. This campaign proved to be the most
successful food drive that Safeway has ever conducted! When the
program concluded, Safeway was able to deliver 70,753 pounds
of non-perishable food items to the Maui Food Bank! Not
surprisingly, this impressive achievement constitutes the largest

single food donation in the Food Bank’s history.
Robin Truxal, General Manager of the Maui Lani Safeway store
said, “Safeway was proud to partner with the Maui Food Bank on
this very successful ‘Feed the Need’ campaign. We’re honored to
help provide food to people in need, and our thanks go out to the
generous customers and employees of all the Maui Safeway Stores.”
Allan B. Cool, the Assistant Store Manager of Safeway’s Maui
Lani store added, “The success of ‘Feed the Need’ is a tremendous
accomplishment for all Maui Safeway stores, and an historic
milestone for all of Maui County. It’s a win-win for everyone!”

People Helping People
The “Good Shepherd”
Rocks Again!
I

t’s become an annual rite at the close of the year for a number of
Maui’s famous full-time and part-time residents to rock out in
Wailea at Shep Gordon’s fundraiser for the Maui Food Bank.

This year, the line-up of stars ringing in the New Year at the Wailea
Beach Resort – Marriott, Maui included Steven Tyler, Alice Cooper,
Michael McDonald, Pat Simmons (of Doobie Brothers fame), Dave
Mason, “Weird Al” Yankovic, Bob Seger saxophonist Alto Reed, Bob
Rock, Willie K, and Lily Meola, along with Lynda Carter and Fergie.
“We’ve been doing this since 2008 with mostly resident Maui
musicians, and from 2008 through 2015, we’ve done a total of 994,000
meals,” noted event host Shep Gordon prior to the event. “So we’ll
crack one million meals this year, and we’re doing it in a bigger room
so we can raise even more money for the Food Bank.”
The 2016 New Year’s Eve event did, in fact, exceed everyone’s
expectations, breaking all fundraising records by bringing in over
$170,000, and well exceeding the “Good Shepherd’s” goal to “crack a
million meals.” Altogether, in 9 years Shep and his friends have raised
enough money to provide 1,686,000 meals for the hungry in Maui
County through his New Year’s Eve events.

In 9 years Shep and his friends have raised
enough money to provide 1,686,000 meals
for the hungry in Maui County through his
New Year’s Eve events.
Mahalo to Shep, his team, and the celebrity participants for caring
and sharing; it is indeed inspiring when the luminaries among us go
out of their way to help those who need it most.

Steven Tyler

www.mauifoodbank.org

www.mauifoodbank.org

Board Focus

Donald Mahoe Jr. Returns to the Maui Food Bank Board

D

Maui Food Bank has done – and continues to do – to help the
hungry in Maui County.

onald Mahoe Jr., a local Business Banking Officer, first
became a Maui resident at the age of six. His high school
years were spent at Kamehameha School, a private school
on Oahu, after which he attended University of Hawaii,
then Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington, double
majoring in Economics and Business Management.
During his early childhood years, Donald’s family experienced
some food shortages. He vividly remembers the family
receiving food assistance from government programs in the
form of powdered milk, cheese and peanut butter.

“Kids simply can’t learn properly if
they go to bed hungry and wake up
to another empty plate.” - Donald
That experience left a lasting impact on Donald – so much
so that as an adult, he began to support the Maui Food Bank
to help eliminate similar experiences for others. Eventually,
he accepted a seat on the Food Bank’s Board, a position that
allowed him to use his finance and banking experience to help
make a difference in our island community.

Donald is particularly passionate about the Food Bank’s “Aloha
BackPack Buddies” program, which focuses on helping children
from food-insecure families. “Hunger impacts everyone, but
especially children who are food insecure,” he explains. “Kids
simply can’t learn properly if they go to bed hungry and wake
up to another empty plate. A lack of nourishment challenges
these children physically, emotionally, and mentally, but if we
work together, we can make a big difference. I’m proud to
serve on the Board of the Maui Food
Bank, Maui’s premier organization
dedicated to eliminating hunger.”
The Maui Food Bank is grateful to
have Donald Mahoe back on the
Board. Once again, his expertise
will help us advance
toward our goal of
eliminating hunger
in Maui County.

After a hiatus from Board involvement, Donald recently
returned to the Board, because he firmly believes in what the
Donald Mahoe Jr.

Volunteer HI-Light
H

ere at the Maui Food Bank, we’re
privileged to have the opportunity
to spend time with some of Maui’s most
wonderful people – those who come in
to volunteer their time to help us in our
mission to help others.

Jerni Cambra

One of our favorite volunteers is Jerni Cambra,
a charming young lady who faithfully arrives
once a week to sort and stock food items that
have been brought in through food drives or
from local grocery stores.
Jerni volunteers at the Food Bank because she’s
committed to giving back to the community.
She especially likes that there is such a wide
variety of things to do at the Food Bank. She
explains, “I never get bored at the Food Bank,
because there are always interesting people and
a lot of jobs that need to be done to enable the
Food Bank to effectively help the hungry.”

One of Jerni’s most endearing attributes is
her deep, sincere appreciation of family.
Jerni speaks often of her mom and dad, her
sister Jody, and their family pets “Honey
Girl” and “Pearl.” “My family means so
much to me,” she exudes. “They’re always
there for me, encouraging me and helping
me to be the best that I can be. I love my
family with all my heart!”
We’re proud to have Jerni as part of our
Food Bank ohana. Thank you, Jerni, for all
you do to enable the Maui Food Bank to
reach out to Maui County’s hungry!

How you
can help?

Food is our priority.
Your food donations are distributed
to over 10,000 needy people in
Maui County each month.

Financial support is essential to
our mission. For every dollar you
give we are able to provide 4 meals
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.
Volunteers contribute significantly
to the daily operations of the Maui
Food Bank.

Baldwin High School
Army JROTC Steps Up
to Fight Hunger

Maui County’s Hungry
Benefit from Letter
Carriers’ Food Drive

F

T

While other high school students were at the beach, 100
Baldwin High School JROTC cadets worked for hours to
sort thousands of pounds of food at the Food Bank.

Recently, some alarming
statistics have been
released regarding hunger
in Hawaii. Studies
show that one out of
five children in Maui
County lives in a “food
insecure household.”
This means that these
children often do not
know where their next
meal is coming from.

or the fifth consecutive year, Maui’s Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corp (JROTC) generously
volunteered to help us sort the food that is donated
through the National Association of Letter Carriers’ Food
Drive. JROTC is a high school-level leadership training
program that utilizes military-style principles, and the
Maui Food Bank is honored that they choose to assist us.

Special thanks to these dedicated cadets and their leaders,
Lt. Col. Richard Smith and Sergeant 1st Class
Herb Kahalekai.

While other high school students were at
the beach, 100 Baldwin High School JROTC
cadets worked for hours to sort thousands
of pounds of food at the Food Bank.

he National Association of Letter Carriers’ (NALC) Food
Drive is a traditional community outreach performed by
members of the Letter Carriers’ union. On Saturday, May
13th, 2017, the 25th annual NALC Food Drive took place
nationwide. Each year, Maui County letter carriers go into
every neighborhood, collecting bags of food that have been
donated by the people they serve.

Once again, the NALC
rose to the occasion,
helping those in Maui
County who are at risk of
going hungry. This year’s
Stamp Out Hunger Campaign brought in tens of thousands
of pounds of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.
Many mail carriers donated their personal time to assure
that every can and package of food was delivered safely
to the Maui Food Bank. In addition, over 100 volunteers
sorted and packed the food as it was being dropped off at the
Food Bank by the letter carriers.
The NALC Food Drive is an event that the Maui Food Bank
looks forward to every year, because it’s invariably a huge
success due entirely to the dedication and commitment of
Maui’s letter carriers. All of us here at the Food Bank send
out a great big MAHALO to everyone who helped make this
year’s NALC Food Drive a success. This event continues to
highlight the incredible spirit of Aloha and the generosity of
Maui residents.
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