
Holiday Food Drive Nets 5 Tons of Food

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Merriman’s “Blue Hawaii” Event Provides Funds 
for Aloha BackPack Buddies

Tom Tezak Lives Out His 
Desire to Help Others

Over 20 years ago, Maui Food Bank Board Member Tom Tezak 
began a career in real estate in Joliet, Illinois. Today, Tom is still 
successfully involved in real estate, but he left the Midwest in 
2000, relocated to Maui with wife Lori and their two daughters 
Zoe and Mackenze, and immediately became part of the 
community. With a successful career in real estate on Maui, 
Tom became one of the owners of Wailea Realty Corp.  

Tom firmly believes that giving back to the community is 
essential on both a personal and corporate level, and he clearly 
demonstrates his commitment to this belief. Prior to becoming 
a Maui Food Bank Board Member, Tom personally raised over 
$20,000 through his network of friends and business associates 
to support essential Food Bank programs. In addition, Tom’s 
company, Wailea Realty Corp., was the primary underwriter 
for “Unstoppable,” a 2014 partnership event featuring 
motivational speaker Nick Vujicic. This hugely successful 
event reached over 12,000 students on Maui, and prompted 
the donation of a large quantity of food to help feed Maui’s 
hungry.

Tom readily accepted the invitation to serve on the Maui Food 
Bank’s Board, because the Food Bank’s work closely mirrors 
his beliefs about helping the hungry. Tom noted, “Food isn’t 
optional…we all need to eat. For me, giving back to the 
community by helping the hungry fulfills a deep desire to be 
part of something that is bigger than one’s self.”  

Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.” Tom Tezak proves out these 
words every day as he actively seeks to help others and end 
hunger in Maui County. The Maui Food Bank is honored to 
have Tom serving on our Board. 

Board Focus 
Our friends at the Maui Police Department not only serve 
the community on the front lines, but behind the scenes 
they work hard to help make sure no one goes hungry in 
our island community. 

Every year, the Maui Police Department challenges its 
staff members -- officers and non-front-line employees 
alike – to donate food to help the hungry in Maui County 
over the holidays. In preparation for this year’s effort, 
Sergeant Audra Sellers called the Maui Food Bank and 
asked, “What’s your greatest need through the holiday 
season?” We replied, “Rice.  We need a LOT of rice this 
time of year to meet the needs of the 10,000 hungry 
people we serve every month.”  

A goal of 1,000 lbs. of rice was set, and the Police 
Department delivered, donating a total of over 1,200 lbs. 
of rice for the Maui Food Bank – a veritable Wall of Rice 
to help stop hunger!  

Mahalo to our Maui Police Department for their generous 
contribution!

The Annual Holiday Food Drive is a favorite event for us here at the Maui 
Food Bank. It is one of the most successful events of the year for collecting a 
wide variety of non-perishable food items to fill the shelves of the Food Bank.

This year, food was collected island-wide by 9 different Rotary Clubs, the 
Maui High School Band Boosters, the Court House Judiciary, Faith Family 
Church, Kihie Youth Center, Lahaina Baptist Church, Wailea Realty Corp. 
and Kaanapali Beach Hotel. Maui’s Safeways, Times Markets, Long’s Drug 
and Cash & Carry also participated in the food drive. 

It proved to be a very 
successful event -- in all, 
participants collected 
10,490 pounds of safe 
and nutritious food to 
be distributed to hungry 
people living here on 
Maui!

Maui Police Department Donates Rice for Maui’s Hungry

Peter Merriman has been a culinary pioneer in Hawaii for over 25 
years. His restaurants showcase island grown and harvested foods 
through simple “farm-to-table” preparations that reflect the flavors 
of Hawaii’s multicultural heritage.  

In 1988, Peter opened his signature upcountry restaurant, 
“Merriman’s,” in Waimea on the Big Island of Hawaii. Two more 
fine dining restaurants were added to the Merriman’s Hawaii group 
in 2008 and 2009 – “Merriman’s Kapalua,” on the grounds of the 
scenic resort on Maui’s West Side, and “Merriman’s Fish House” in 
Poipu, Kauai. 

This past September, the Maui Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack 
Buddies” program was the recipient of Peter Merriman’s 
exceptional generosity when Merriman’s Kapalua hosted an 
exclusive “Blue Hawaii” fundraising event for the Food Bank. Peter 
personally provided the food, staff, and the beautiful location that 
combined to make this event a rousing success. 

Blue Hawaii participants enjoyed appetizers, dinner, drinks, 
and a stunning sunset that washed over the lanai at Merriman’s 
Kapalua.  Then the entertainment began, as Darren Lee, one of 
the world’s most acclaimed Elvis impersonators, delivered a stirring 
performance of his live show, “Burn’n Love.” Meanwhile, guests 
also participated in a silent auction featuring a host of fabulous 
items and experiences.  

The Blue Hawaii benefit event was also supported by Ocean 
Vodka, a family-run start-up company that is making waves in the 
world of fine handcrafted vodkas. Ocean Vodka president Shay 
Smith is building a successful company founded on the Spirit 
of Aloha, and his heart for hungry kids was made evident by his 
generous participation in this event.

The beneficiary of this fundraiser was the Maui 
Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack Buddies” 
program, a program that provides backpacks 
filled with six nutritious meals for 
elementary-aged children who are at risk of 
going hungry over the weekend, when no 
school-based meal programs are available to 
them. 

The Merriman’s “Blue Hawaii” event raised enough 
money to provide 11,000 backpacks filled with food for 
children in need living in Maui County!

Peter Merriman’s personal philosophy is summed up in his 
observation, “At Merriman’s, we believe in sharing our success and 
giving back to our local communities. Hawaii has been good to us, 
and we want to be good to Hawaii.”

Peter’s wife Vicki is also very involved in the community, and 
serves on the Board of the Maui Food Bank.  

Peter and Vicki 
Merriman’s generosity 
in organizing this 
event exceeded all 
our expectations at 
the Food Bank, and 
we’re grateful for their 
tangible expression 
of care and 
kindness. Mahalo to 
Merriman’s Kapalua!

Volunteer HI-Light -
Elisabeth and Jessica are both sophomores at Kihei Charter 
School, and a few months ago they were assigned to undertake 
a class project which included volunteering in the local 
community. Elisabeth and Jessica discovered they were both 
interested in helping the hungry on Maui, so they contacted the 
Maui Food Bank to see if volunteering there would be a good 
fit.  

When they arrived at the Food Bank on their first day, both 
Elisabeth and Jessica were a little frightened and uneasy about 
the idea of volunteering at a place that was unfamiliar to them. 
However, after a couple of days of sorting and shelving food 
donations, they both rose to the occasion and quickly became 
a part of the Food Bank team. In fact, even though their school 
project has been completed, they’ve continued serving as Maui 
Food Bank volunteers!  

As a result of their experience at the Food Bank, both girls have 
expressed that they learned that volunteering provides benefits 
to the volunteer while helping those in need. They also noted 
that volunteering is an excellent way to gain a better perspective 
on people’s needs in a community, and how organizations like 
Maui Food Bank work to fulfill those needs.  

Both Elisabeth and Jessica encourage others to help change the 
world by volunteering. “Even if you’re scared to volunteer, push 
yourself to do it,” stated Elisabeth. “Once you step out and start 
helping those less fortunate, you’ll become confident…and you 
WILL make a difference!”

For more information on how you could volunteer with the 
Maui Food Bank, call 808.243.9500, or visit 
MauiFoodBank.org.

Two High School Sophomores Discover 
why Community Service Matters
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Rain or shine, loyal volunteers from Grace Church can be found 
distributing food to families in need every other Wednesday.  
Being without a venue of their own doesn’t stop this church from 
serving others; they distribute at the pavilions at Eddie Tam Park 
upcountry.  They serve 65 families on each of their twice-monthly 
distributions.

The driving force behind Grace Church’s effort is the duo of 
George and Paulette Yoshida, who have been faithfully serving 
for ten years.  George and Paulette are busy at home with seven 
foster children, but they still find time to “shop” at the Maui Food 
Bank and distribute food to the community, with the help of five 
additional volunteers.

“I have a crew of very good workers…my volunteers are very, very 
helpful.  Without them I couldn’t do it,” Paulette said. 

When asked why she does it, Paulette explained, “I love to see 
people get blessed.”  She noted that many of the people they serve 
work a job for eight hours a day, but still can’t make ends meet.  
“When they have to choose between their rent and food, people 
are very appreciative, and that’s what keeps me in there,” she said.

Paulette is always glad to see the difference the food pantry 
makes.  Some people bring their children with them to get food, 
and Paulette is impressed with how thankful they are not to be 
starving. 

“Seeing the kids smile is what keeps me going; it’s my inspiration.  
When they see the bread that they’re getting, and snacks, the 
smiles on their faces touch my heart. Everyone is always so 
thankful,” Paulette said. 

“I don’t know what would happen if we didn’t have the Maui Food 
Bank,” she said. “Without the Food Bank some people don’t know 
where they’d eat today.”

Grace Church  

Agency Connection

The Maui Food Bank stands as Maui County’s primary safety net for those who are 
food insecure. The Food Bank is currently serving 10,000 people a month who are 
in need of hunger relief, 40% of whom are children and youth.  

This year 2.4 million pounds of safe and nutritious food was distributed to those in 
need throughout Maui County. Working with over 100 community partners, the 
Maui Food Bank provided 1.8 million meals to needy people living in Maui County 
including Hana, Molokai and Lanai.  

Can you imagine the daunting logistical considerations involved with providing 1.8 
million meals? To enable us to get food to the proper locations in a timely manner, the 
Maui Food Bank maintains four refrigerated vehicles, which are dispatched to pick up 
donated food island wide. One of these vehicles is a refrigerated semi-truck donated by 
the Walmart Foundation and valued at $120,000. Mahalo Walmart!
 
In 2014, over 1,000 food drives were held by local businesses, schools, places of 
worship, government offices, community service clubs and individuals all over 
Maui, generating an amazing 272,500 pounds of donated food! Other food items 
come from grocery stores, food vendors and local farmers, who offer generous food 
donations on a regular basis. And, of course, the Food Bank also receives financial 
contributions from concerned, compassionate businesses and community members.

Through the development of a solid network of partnering agencies and the 
maintenance of good relationships with food suppliers and others, the Maui Food 
Bank is able to stretch those financial contributions significantly. For example, the 
Food Bank normally pays just 25¢ per pound for fresh produce and 58¢ per pound for 
non-perishable foods to be distributed to the working poor, seniors on fixed incomes, 
children, youth and the homeless…far below market prices.  

For 20 years, the Maui Food Bank has worked tirelessly toward the elimination of 
hunger in Maui County. To find out how you can get involved, either individually 
or as part of a group, please contact the Maui Food Bank at 808.243.9500, or visit 
mauifoodbank.org. 

Richard Yust
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Maui Food Bank
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015

Mark Harbison, Chair
Broker – Coldwell Banker Island Properties

Sarah E.K. Bredhoff, Treasurer
VP / Private Banking Officer – 
   First Hawaiian Bank

Mike Green,  Secretary
Educator – Maui High School

Stephen Jiran
Owner/Consultant - SAJ Consulting LLC

Robin Kean
Principal Broker – Kean Properties LLC

Johanna Luther
Director of Finance – Four Seasons Resort

Michele McLean
Deputy Director of Planning - County of Maui

Victorine Merriman
Restaurateur

Jeff Pearson
Capital Improvements Program, Head Engineer
Department of Water Supply County of Maui

Dano Sayles
Broker Owner RE/MAX Lifestyle

Vicki Shortell
HC&S, Applications System Specialist

Donna Smith
Retired – Community Volunteer

John Wilkinson
Attorney – Law Office of John R. Wilkinson LLC

Tom Tezak
Broker Owner – Wailea Realty Corp.

760 Kolu Street
Wailuku, HI 96793

Phone: (808) 243-9500
www.mauifoodbank.org

Our MISSION  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust

Tiffany & Co. Fundraiser Highly Successful  
It’s well known that Tiffany & Co. holds the key to every woman’s 
heart. 
 
But on November 15, Tiffany & Co. Wailea demonstrated their big 
heart for the Maui community, as they hosted a special “Keys For 
A Cause” fundraising event exclusively for the Maui Food Bank’s 
Aloha BackPack Buddies program!  

With over 100 people supporting the event held in Tiffany’s Wailea 
store, sampling delectable pupus and eagerly hoping that the key 
they’d obtained would open one of several boxes containing a  
beautiful Tiffany’s gold key necklace.   

This exciting “Keys for a Cause” event successfully raised enough 
money to provide 1,000 backpacks containing 6 nutritious meals 
for local children in need!  Maui Food Bank is grateful to Tiffany 
& Co. Wailea for their generous support of our Aloha BackPack 
Buddies program. 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Matson Navigation 
Company’s long 
association with 
Hawaii began in 
1882, when Captain 
William Matson 
sailed his three-
masted schooner 
Emma Claudina 
from San Francisco 
to Hilo, Hawaii, 
carrying 300 tons 
of food, plantation 
supplies and general 
merchandise. That voyage launched a company that has been 
involved in such diversified interests as oil exploration, hotels 
and tourism, military service (during two world wars) and 
even - briefly - the airline business. Matson’s primary interest 
throughout, however, has been carrying freight between the 
Pacific Coast and Hawaii.

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager on Maui, joined Matson 
in 1981. He says that Matson is not only a leader in Pacific 
shipping, but throughout the company’s long history, Matson 
has always been community minded and they have developed a 
long legacy of giving to local charities. 

Matson, Inc. recently established the Matson Foundation to 
administer all of the company’s corporate giving programs. 
The Matson Foundation contributes funds, material goods and 
services to assist in the development and operation of not-for-
profit, charitable and community organizations.

Fernandez shared that, “Community support is a strong part 
of Matson’s corporate culture. We continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to supporting organizations that seek to improve 
the quality of life in communities in which our employees live 
and work.” 

Buzz served on the Maui Food Bank Board for six years and 
was Board Chair for two of those years. He’s been one of 
the Food Bank’s most influential board members, and is still 
involved in helping the hungry in Maui County. In the last two 
years, Matson’s generous financial contributions have provided 
over 40,000 meals for those in need. 

A great big Mahalo to Buzz Fernandez and Matson for the 
spirit of Aloha they have shared with the Maui Food Bank, and 
for the important role they have played in providing food for 
those in need. Left to Right: George and Paulette Yoshida,

Pualani, Triston, Skysea and Tyler

Hot Off the Press

Maui Food Bank Reaches Out to the 
Hungry

Jessica Griffiths is an eighth-grade student at Seabury Hall, a 
private preparatory school in Makawao. But she’s not an average 
student by any measurement; she’s earned straight A’s on every 
report card since Kindergarten, she competes in junior-team tennis 
on a national level, she’s landed roles in major motion pictures, 
she finished as “First Runner-Up” in the 2014 Miss Hawaii 
Outstanding Teen competition, and she even served as the model 
for the first-ever Hawaii-inspired American Girl doll.  

Jessica has an entrepreneurial streak, too…a few years ago, she 
started her own small business — “Maui Girlz Shave Ice” — to 
help pay for her school tuition. But recently she’s also started using 
her business to help raise awareness and money for the Maui Food 
Bank’s Aloha BackPack Buddies program.  

“My goal is to help assure that no child in Maui County is left 
hungry,” explained Jessica. “My mom and I read a magazine story 
about how some children depend on the school cafeteria for food, 
and how they sometimes go hungry when they’re at home. I 
couldn’t imagine a home without food in the pantry, and I asked 
my mom if this kind of problem was happening here on Maui. 
When she explained that hunger was indeed a big problem on 

Maui, I decided that I 
wanted to help. A friend 
told me about the Maui 
Food Bank’s ‘Aloha 
BackPack Buddies’ 
program, so I asked my 
mom if we could meet 
with the Food Bank to 
see how we could help.

“The BackPack 
Buddies program 
provides nutritional 
meals and snacks to 
kids whose primary 
source of food is 
the school cafeteria. 
By providing a backpack with 
food items to help sustain them until they return to school, their 
nutritional, mental, and overall well-being needs are met.  

“The Maui Food Bank depends on donations to operate the 
BackPack Buddies program, so I’ve started using my ‘Maui Girlz 
Shave Ice’ business to raise awareness of the issue while also 
raising money to help purchase the food. I’ve already done several 
fundraisers, and I’m planning more for the future. One hundred 
percent of the gross proceeds from our Maui Girlz Shave Ice 
fundraisers are donated to Aloha BackPack Buddies.” “I’m looking 
for more volunteers from the community, and also some corporate 
sponsors,” Jessica concludes. “Together we can make sure that no 
children in Maui County go hungry!”

All of us at Maui Food Bank are inspired by Jessica’s positive 
attitude and ability to make things happen! She’s earned our 
admiration and gratitude for her willingness to help others by 
donating to the Aloha BackPack Buddies program. Mahalo Jessica 
from the Maui Food Bank staff.

Local Student Actively Supports “BackPack Buddies” Matson Delivers Consistent 
Help to Maui Food Bank via 
Buzz Fernandez  

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager - Maui

Jessica with customer, Frank Rice

Tiffany & Co. staff with Mayor & Mrs. Arakawa



Rain or shine, loyal volunteers from Grace Church can be found 
distributing food to families in need every other Wednesday.  
Being without a venue of their own doesn’t stop this church from 
serving others; they distribute at the pavilions at Eddie Tam Park 
upcountry.  They serve 65 families on each of their twice-monthly 
distributions.
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foster children, but they still find time to “shop” at the Maui Food 
Bank and distribute food to the community, with the help of five 
additional volunteers.

“I have a crew of very good workers…my volunteers are very, very 
helpful.  Without them I couldn’t do it,” Paulette said. 

When asked why she does it, Paulette explained, “I love to see 
people get blessed.”  She noted that many of the people they serve 
work a job for eight hours a day, but still can’t make ends meet.  
“When they have to choose between their rent and food, people 
are very appreciative, and that’s what keeps me in there,” she said.

Paulette is always glad to see the difference the food pantry 
makes.  Some people bring their children with them to get food, 
and Paulette is impressed with how thankful they are not to be 
starving. 

“Seeing the kids smile is what keeps me going; it’s my inspiration.  
When they see the bread that they’re getting, and snacks, the 
smiles on their faces touch my heart. Everyone is always so 
thankful,” Paulette said. 

“I don’t know what would happen if we didn’t have the Maui Food 
Bank,” she said. “Without the Food Bank some people don’t know 
where they’d eat today.”
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supplies and general 
merchandise. That voyage launched a company that has been 
involved in such diversified interests as oil exploration, hotels 
and tourism, military service (during two world wars) and 
even - briefly - the airline business. Matson’s primary interest 
throughout, however, has been carrying freight between the 
Pacific Coast and Hawaii.

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager on Maui, joined Matson 
in 1981. He says that Matson is not only a leader in Pacific 
shipping, but throughout the company’s long history, Matson 
has always been community minded and they have developed a 
long legacy of giving to local charities. 

Matson, Inc. recently established the Matson Foundation to 
administer all of the company’s corporate giving programs. 
The Matson Foundation contributes funds, material goods and 
services to assist in the development and operation of not-for-
profit, charitable and community organizations.

Fernandez shared that, “Community support is a strong part 
of Matson’s corporate culture. We continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to supporting organizations that seek to improve 
the quality of life in communities in which our employees live 
and work.” 

Buzz served on the Maui Food Bank Board for six years and 
was Board Chair for two of those years. He’s been one of 
the Food Bank’s most influential board members, and is still 
involved in helping the hungry in Maui County. In the last two 
years, Matson’s generous financial contributions have provided 
over 40,000 meals for those in need. 

A great big Mahalo to Buzz Fernandez and Matson for the 
spirit of Aloha they have shared with the Maui Food Bank, and 
for the important role they have played in providing food for 
those in need. Left to Right: George and Paulette Yoshida,
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Hot Off the Press

Maui Food Bank Reaches Out to the 
Hungry

Jessica Griffiths is an eighth-grade student at Seabury Hall, a private 
preparatory school in Makawao. But she’s not an average student 
by any measurement; she’s earned straight A’s on every report 
card since Kindergarten, she competes in junior-team tennis on a 
national level, she’s landed roles in major motion pictures, she even 
served as the model for the first-ever Hawaii-inspired American 
Girl doll, and in January was crowned Miss America’s Miss Maui’s 
Outstanding Teen 2015.  

Jessica has an entrepreneurial streak, too…a few years ago, she 
started her own small business — “Maui Girlz Shave Ice” — to 
help pay for her school tuition. But recently she’s also started using 
her business to help raise awareness and money for the Maui Food 
Bank’s Aloha BackPack Buddies program.  

“My goal is to help assure that no child in Maui County is left 
hungry,” explained Jessica. “My mom and I read a magazine story 
about how some children depend on the school cafeteria for food, 
and how they sometimes go hungry when they’re at home. I 
couldn’t imagine a home without food in the pantry, and I asked 
my mom if this kind of problem was happening here on Maui. 
When she explained that hunger was indeed a big problem on 

Maui, I decided that I 
wanted to help. A friend 
told me about the Maui 
Food Bank’s ‘Aloha 
BackPack Buddies’ 
program, so I asked my 
mom if we could meet 
with the Food Bank to 
see how we could help.

“The BackPack 
Buddies program 
provides nutritional 
meals and snacks to 
kids whose primary 
source of food is 
the school cafeteria. 
By providing a backpack with 
food items to help sustain them until they return to school, their 
nutritional, mental, and overall well-being needs are met.  

“The Maui Food Bank depends on donations to operate the 
BackPack Buddies program, so I’ve started using my ‘Maui Girlz 
Shave Ice’ business to raise awareness of the issue while also 
raising money to help purchase the food. I’ve already done several 
fundraisers, and I’m planning more for the future. One hundred 
percent of the gross proceeds from our Maui Girlz Shave Ice 
fundraisers are donated to Aloha BackPack Buddies.” “I’m looking 
for more volunteers from the community, and also some corporate 
sponsors,” Jessica concludes. “Together we can make sure that no 
children in Maui County go hungry!”

All of us at Maui Food Bank are inspired by Jessica’s positive 
attitude and ability to make things happen! She’s earned our 
admiration and gratitude for her willingness to help others by 
donating to the Aloha BackPack Buddies program. Mahalo Jessica 
from the Maui Food Bank staff.

Local Student Actively Supports “BackPack Buddies” Matson Delivers Consistent 
Help to Maui Food Bank via 
Buzz Fernandez  

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager - Maui

Jessica with customer, Frank Rice

Tiffany & Co. staff with Mayor & Mrs. Arakawa



Rain or shine, loyal volunteers from Grace Church can be found 
distributing food to families in need every other Wednesday.  
Being without a venue of their own doesn’t stop this church from 
serving others; they distribute at the pavilions at Eddie Tam Park 
upcountry.  They serve 65 families on each of their twice-monthly 
distributions.

The driving force behind Grace Church’s effort is the duo of 
George and Paulette Yoshida, who have been faithfully serving 
for ten years.  George and Paulette are busy at home with seven 
foster children, but they still find time to “shop” at the Maui Food 
Bank and distribute food to the community, with the help of five 
additional volunteers.

“I have a crew of very good workers…my volunteers are very, very 
helpful.  Without them I couldn’t do it,” Paulette said. 

When asked why she does it, Paulette explained, “I love to see 
people get blessed.”  She noted that many of the people they serve 
work a job for eight hours a day, but still can’t make ends meet.  
“When they have to choose between their rent and food, people 
are very appreciative, and that’s what keeps me in there,” she said.

Paulette is always glad to see the difference the food pantry 
makes.  Some people bring their children with them to get food, 
and Paulette is impressed with how thankful they are not to be 
starving. 

“Seeing the kids smile is what keeps me going; it’s my inspiration.  
When they see the bread that they’re getting, and snacks, the 
smiles on their faces touch my heart. Everyone is always so 
thankful,” Paulette said. 

“I don’t know what would happen if we didn’t have the Maui Food 
Bank,” she said. “Without the Food Bank some people don’t know 
where they’d eat today.”

Grace Church  

Agency Connection

The Maui Food Bank stands as Maui County’s primary safety net for those who are 
food insecure. The Food Bank is currently serving 10,000 people a month who are 
in need of hunger relief, 40% of whom are children and youth.  

This year 2.4 million pounds of safe and nutritious food was distributed to those in 
need throughout Maui County. Working with over 100 community partners, the 
Maui Food Bank provided 1.8 million meals to needy people living in Maui County 
including Hana, Molokai and Lanai.  

Can you imagine the daunting logistical considerations involved with providing 1.8 
million meals? To enable us to get food to the proper locations in a timely manner, the 
Maui Food Bank maintains four refrigerated vehicles, which are dispatched to pick up 
donated food island wide. One of these vehicles is a refrigerated semi-truck donated by 
the WalMart Foundation and valued at $120,000. Mahalo WalMart!
 
In 2014, over 1,000 food drives were held by local businesses, schools, places of 
worship, government offices, community service clubs and individuals all over 
Maui, generating an amazing 272,500 pounds of donated food! Other food items 
come from grocery stores, food vendors and local farmers, who offer generous food 
donations on a regular basis. And, of course, the Food Bank also receives financial 
contributions from concerned, compassionate businesses and community members.

Through the development of a solid network of partnering agencies and the 
maintenance of good relationships with food suppliers and others, the Maui Food 
Bank is able to stretch those financial contributions significantly. For example, the 
Food Bank normally pays just 25¢ per pound for fresh produce and 58¢ per pound for 
non-perishable foods to be distributed to the working poor, seniors on fixed incomes, 
children, youth and the homeless…far below market prices.  

For 20 years, the Maui Food Bank has worked tirelessly toward the elimination of 
hunger in Maui County. To find out how you can get involved, either individually 
or as part of a group, please contact the Maui Food Bank at 808.243.9500, or visit 
mauifoodbank.org. 
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Our MISSION  
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

From the Desk of 
Richard Yust

Tiffany & Co. Fundraiser Highly Successful  
It’s well known that Tiffany & Co. holds the key to every woman’s 
heart. 
 
But on November 15, Tiffany & Co. Wailea demonstrated their big 
heart for the Maui community, as they hosted a special “Keys For 
A Cause” fundraising event exclusively for the Maui Food Bank’s 
Aloha BackPack Buddies program!  

With over 100 people supporting the event held in Tiffany’s Wailea 
store, sampling delectable pupus and eagerly hoping that the key 
they’d obtained would open one of several boxes containing a  
beautiful Tiffany’s gold key necklace.   

This exciting “Keys for a Cause” event successfully raised enough 
money to provide 1,000 backpacks containing 6 nutritious meals 
for local children in need!  Maui Food Bank is grateful to Tiffany 
& Co. Wailea for their generous support of our Aloha BackPack 
Buddies program. 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Matson Navigation 
Company’s long 
association with 
Hawaii began in 
1882, when Captain 
William Matson 
sailed his three-
masted schooner 
Emma Claudina 
from San Francisco 
to Hilo, Hawaii, 
carrying 300 tons 
of food, plantation 
supplies and general 
merchandise. That voyage launched a company that has been 
involved in such diversified interests as oil exploration, hotels 
and tourism, military service (during two world wars) and 
even - briefly - the airline business. Matson’s primary interest 
throughout, however, has been carrying freight between the 
Pacific Coast and Hawaii.

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager on Maui, joined Matson 
in 1981. He says that Matson is not only a leader in Pacific 
shipping, but throughout the company’s long history, Matson 
has always been community minded and they have developed a 
long legacy of giving to local charities. 

Matson, Inc. recently established the Matson Foundation to 
administer all of the company’s corporate giving programs. 
The Matson Foundation contributes funds, material goods and 
services to assist in the development and operation of not-for-
profit, charitable and community organizations.

Fernandez shared that, “Community support is a strong part 
of Matson’s corporate culture. We continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to supporting organizations that seek to improve 
the quality of life in communities in which our employees live 
and work.” 

Buzz served on the Maui Food Bank Board for six years and 
was Board Chair for two of those years. He’s been one of 
the Food Bank’s most influential board members, and is still 
involved in helping the hungry in Maui County. In the last two 
years, Matson’s generous financial contributions have provided 
over 40,000 meals for those in need. 

A great big Mahalo to Buzz Fernandez and Matson for the 
spirit of Aloha they have shared with the Maui Food Bank, and 
for the important role they have played in providing food for 
those in need. Left to Right: George and Paulette Yoshida,

Pualani, Triston, Skysea and Tyler

Hot Off the Press

Maui Food Bank Reaches Out to the 
Hungry

Jessica Griffiths is an eighth-grade student at Seabury Hall, a 
private preparatory school in Makawao. But she’s not an average 
student by any measurement; she’s earned straight A’s on every 
report card since Kindergarten, she competes in junior-team tennis 
on a national level, she’s landed roles in major motion pictures, 
she finished as “First Runner-Up” in the 2014 Miss Hawaii 
Outstanding Teen competition, and she even served as the model 
for the first-ever Hawaii-inspired American Girl doll.  

Jessica has an entrepreneurial streak, too…a few years ago, she 
started her own small business — “Maui Girlz Shave Ice” — to 
help pay for her school tuition. But recently she’s also started using 
her business to help raise awareness and money for the Maui Food 
Bank’s Aloha BackPack Buddies program.  

“My goal is to help assure that no child in Maui County is left 
hungry,” explained Jessica. “My mom and I read a magazine story 
about how some children depend on the school cafeteria for food, 
and how they sometimes go hungry when they’re at home. I 
couldn’t imagine a home without food in the pantry, and I asked 
my mom if this kind of problem was happening here on Maui. 
When she explained that hunger was indeed a big problem on 

Maui, I decided that I 
wanted to help. A friend 
told me about the Maui 
Food Bank’s ‘Aloha 
BackPack Buddies’ 
program, so I asked my 
mom if we could meet 
with the Food Bank to 
see how we could help.

“The BackPack 
Buddies program 
provides nutritional 
meals and snacks to 
kids whose primary 
source of food is 
the school cafeteria. 
By providing a backpack with 
food items to help sustain them until they return to school, their 
nutritional, mental, and overall well-being needs are met.  

“The Maui Food Bank depends on donations to operate the 
BackPack Buddies program, so I’ve started using my ‘Maui Girlz 
Shave Ice’ business to raise awareness of the issue while also 
raising money to help purchase the food. I’ve already done several 
fundraisers, and I’m planning more for the future. One hundred 
percent of the gross proceeds from our Maui Girlz Shave Ice 
fundraisers are donated to Aloha BackPack Buddies.” “I’m looking 
for more volunteers from the community, and also some corporate 
sponsors,” Jessica concludes. “Together we can make sure that no 
children in Maui County go hungry!”

All of us at Maui Food Bank are inspired by Jessica’s positive 
attitude and ability to make things happen! She’s earned our 
admiration and gratitude for her willingness to help others by 
donating to the Aloha BackPack Buddies program. Mahalo Jessica 
from the Maui Food Bank staff.

Local Student Actively Supports “BackPack Buddies” Matson Delivers Consistent 
Help to Maui Food Bank via 
Buzz Fernandez  

Buzz Fernandez, District Manager - Maui

Jessica with customer, Frank Rice

Tiffany & Co. staff with Mayor & Mrs. Arakawa



Holiday Food Drive Nets 5 Tons of Food

How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Merriman’s “Blue Hawaii” Event Provides Funds 
for Aloha BackPack Buddies

Tom Tezak Lives Out His 
Desire to Help Others

Over 20 years ago, Maui Food Bank Board Member Tom Tezak 
began a career in real estate in Joliet, Illinois. Today, Tom is still 
successfully involved in real estate, but he left the Midwest in 
2000, relocated to Maui with wife Lori and their two daughters 
Zoe and Mackenze, and immediately became part of the 
community. With a successful career in real estate on Maui, 
Tom became one of the owners of Wailea Realty Corp.  

Tom firmly believes that giving back to the community is 
essential on both a personal and corporate level, and he clearly 
demonstrates his commitment to this belief. Prior to becoming 
a Maui Food Bank Board Member, Tom personally raised over 
$20,000 through his network of friends and business associates 
to support essential Food Bank programs. In addition, Tom’s 
company, Wailea Realty Corp., was the primary underwriter 
for “Unstoppable,” a 2014 partnership event featuring 
motivational speaker Nick Vujicic. This hugely successful 
event reached over 12,000 students on Maui, and prompted 
the donation of a large quantity of food to help feed Maui’s 
hungry.

Tom readily accepted the invitation to serve on the Maui Food 
Bank’s Board, because the Food Bank’s work closely mirrors 
his beliefs about helping the hungry. Tom noted, “Food isn’t 
optional…we all need to eat. For me, giving back to the 
community by helping the hungry fulfills a deep desire to be 
part of something that is bigger than one’s self.”  

Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.” Tom Tezak proves out these 
words every day as he actively seeks to help others and end 
hunger in Maui County. The Maui Food Bank is honored to 
have Tom serving on our Board. 

Board Focus 
Our friends at the Maui Police Department not only serve 
the community on the front lines, but behind the scenes 
they work hard to help make sure no one goes hungry in 
our island community. 

Every year, the Maui Police Department challenges its 
staff members -- officers and non-front-line employees 
alike – to donate food to help the hungry in Maui County 
over the holidays. In preparation for this year’s effort, 
Sergeant Audra Sellers called the Maui Food Bank and 
asked, “What’s your greatest need through the holiday 
season?” We replied, “Rice.  We need a LOT of rice this 
time of year to meet the needs of the 10,000 hungry 
people we serve every month.”  

A goal of 1,000 lbs. of rice was set, and the Police 
Department delivered, donating a total of over 1,200 lbs. 
of rice for the Maui Food Bank – a veritable Wall of Rice 
to help stop hunger!  

Mahalo to our Maui Police Department for their generous 
contribution!

The Annual Holiday Food Drive is a favorite event for us here at the Maui 
Food Bank. It is one of the most successful events of the year for collecting a 
wide variety of non-perishable food items to fill the shelves of the Food Bank.

This year, food was collected island-wide by 9 different Rotary Clubs, the 
Maui High School Band Boosters, the Court House Judiciary, Faith Family 
Church, Kihie Youth Center, Lahaina Baptist Church, Wailea Realty Corp. 
and Kaanapali Beach Hotel. Maui’s Safeways, Times Markets, Long’s Drug 
and Cash & Carry also participated in the food drive. 

It proved to be a very 
successful event -- in all, 
participants collected 
10,490 pounds of safe 
and nutritious food to 
be distributed to hungry 
people living here on 
Maui!

Maui Police Department Donates Rice for Maui’s Hungry

Peter Merriman has been a culinary pioneer in Hawaii for over 25 
years. His restaurants showcase island grown and harvested foods 
through simple “farm-to-table” preparations that reflect the flavors 
of Hawaii’s multicultural heritage.  

In 1988, Peter opened his signature upcountry restaurant, 
“Merriman’s,” in Waimea on the Big Island of Hawaii. Two more 
fine dining restaurants were added to the Merriman’s Hawaii group 
in 2008 and 2009 – “Merriman’s Kapalua,” on the grounds of the 
scenic resort on Maui’s West Side, and “Merriman’s Fish House” in 
Poipu, Kauai. 

This past September, the Maui Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack 
Buddies” program was the recipient of Peter Merriman’s 
exceptional generosity when Merriman’s Kapalua hosted an 
exclusive “Blue Hawaii” fundraising event for the Food Bank. Peter 
personally provided the food, staff, and the beautiful location that 
combined to make this event a rousing success. 

Blue Hawaii participants enjoyed appetizers, dinner, drinks, 
and a stunning sunset that washed over the lanai at Merriman’s 
Kapalua.  Then the entertainment began, as Darren Lee, one of 
the world’s most acclaimed Elvis impersonators, delivered a stirring 
performance of his live show, “Burn’n Love.” Meanwhile, guests 
also participated in a silent auction featuring a host of fabulous 
items and experiences.  

The Blue Hawaii benefit event was also supported by Ocean 
Vodka, a family-run start-up company that is making waves in the 
world of fine handcrafted vodkas. Ocean Vodka president Shay 
Smith is building a successful company founded on the Spirit 
of Aloha, and his heart for hungry kids was made evident by his 
generous participation in this event.

The beneficiary of this fundraiser was the Maui 
Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack Buddies” 
program, a program that provides backpacks 
filled with six nutritious meals for 
elementary-aged children who are at risk of 
going hungry over the weekend, when no 
school-based meal programs are available to 
them. 

The Merriman’s “Blue Hawaii” event raised enough 
money to provide 11,000 backpacks filled with food for 
children in need living in Maui County!

Peter Merriman’s personal philosophy is summed up in his 
observation, “At Merriman’s, we believe in sharing our success and 
giving back to our local communities. Hawaii has been good to us, 
and we want to be good to Hawaii.”

Peter’s wife Vicki is also very involved in the community, and 
serves on the Board of the Maui Food Bank.  

Peter and Vicki 
Merriman’s generosity 
in organizing this 
event exceeded all 
our expectations at 
the Food Bank, and 
we’re grateful for their 
tangible expression 
of care and 
kindness. Mahalo to 
Merriman’s Kapalua!

Volunteer HI-Light -
Elisabeth and Jessica are both sophomores at Kihei Charter 
School, and a few months ago they were assigned to undertake 
a class project which included volunteering in the local 
community. Elisabeth and Jessica discovered they were both 
interested in helping the hungry on Maui, so they contacted the 
Maui Food Bank to see if volunteering there would be a good 
fit.  

When they arrived at the Food Bank on their first day, both 
Elisabeth and Jessica were a little frightened and uneasy about 
the idea of volunteering at a place that was unfamiliar to them. 
However, after a couple of days of sorting and shelving food 
donations, they both rose to the occasion and quickly became 
a part of the Food Bank team. In fact, even though their school 
project has been completed, they’ve continued serving as Maui 
Food Bank volunteers!  

As a result of their experience at the Food Bank, both girls have 
expressed that they learned that volunteering provides benefits 
to the volunteer while helping those in need. They also noted 
that volunteering is an excellent way to gain a better perspective 
on people’s needs in a community, and how organizations like 
Maui Food Bank work to fulfill those needs.  

Both Elisabeth and Jessica encourage others to help change the 
world by volunteering. “Even if you’re scared to volunteer, push 
yourself to do it,” stated Elisabeth. “Once you step out and start 
helping those less fortunate, you’ll become confident…and you 
WILL make a difference!”

For more information on how you could volunteer with the 
Maui Food Bank, call 808.243.9500, or visit 
MauiFoodBank.org.

Two High School Sophomores Discover 
why Community Service Matters

www.mauifoodbank.org

Left to Right: Terry Jones, Angela Connell, Sergeant  Audra Sellers, 
Lieutenant William Juan and Assistant Chief John Jakubczak
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Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County.  
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give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
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Over 20 years ago, Maui Food Bank Board Member Tom Tezak 
began a career in real estate in Joliet, Illinois. Today, Tom is still 
successfully involved in real estate, but he left the Midwest in 
2000, relocated to Maui with wife Lori and their two daughters 
Zoe and Mackenze, and immediately became part of the 
community. With a successful career in real estate on Maui, 
Tom became one of the owners of Wailea Realty Corp.  

Tom firmly believes that giving back to the community is 
essential on both a personal and corporate level, and he clearly 
demonstrates his commitment to this belief. Prior to becoming 
a Maui Food Bank Board Member, Tom personally raised over 
$20,000 through his network of friends and business associates 
to support essential Food Bank programs. In addition, Tom’s 
company, Wailea Realty Corp., was the primary underwriter 
for “Unstoppable,” a 2014 partnership event featuring 
motivational speaker Nick Vujicic. This hugely successful 
event reached over 12,000 students on Maui, and prompted 
the donation of a large quantity of food to help feed Maui’s 
hungry.

Tom readily accepted the invitation to serve on the Maui Food 
Bank’s Board, because the Food Bank’s work closely mirrors 
his beliefs about helping the hungry. Tom noted, “Food isn’t 
optional…we all need to eat. For me, giving back to the 
community by helping the hungry fulfills a deep desire to be 
part of something that is bigger than one’s self.”  

Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.” Tom Tezak proves out these 
words every day as he actively seeks to help others and end 
hunger in Maui County. The Maui Food Bank is honored to 
have Tom serving on our Board. 

Board Focus 
Our friends at the Maui Police Department not only serve 
the community on the front lines, but behind the scenes 
they work hard to help make sure no one goes hungry in 
our island community. 

Every year, the Maui Police Department challenges its 
staff members -- officers and non-front-line employees 
alike – to donate food to help the hungry in Maui County 
over the holidays. In preparation for this year’s effort, 
Sergeant Audra Sellers called the Maui Food Bank and 
asked, “What’s your greatest need through the holiday 
season?” We replied, “Rice.  We need a LOT of rice this 
time of year to meet the needs of the 10,000 hungry 
people we serve every month.”  

A goal of 1,000 lbs. of rice was set, and the Police 
Department delivered, donating a total of over 1,200 lbs. 
of rice for the Maui Food Bank – a veritable Wall of Rice 
to help stop hunger!  

Mahalo to our Maui Police Department for their generous 
contribution!

The Annual Holiday Food Drive is a favorite event for us here at the Maui 
Food Bank. It is one of the most successful events of the year for collecting a 
wide variety of non-perishable food items to fill the shelves of the Food Bank.
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and nutritious food to 
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Peter Merriman has been a culinary pioneer in Hawaii for over 25 
years. His restaurants showcase island grown and harvested foods 
through simple “farm-to-table” preparations that reflect the flavors 
of Hawaii’s multicultural heritage.  

In 1988, Peter opened his signature upcountry restaurant, 
“Merriman’s,” in Waimea on the Big Island of Hawaii. Two more 
fine dining restaurants were added to the Merriman’s Hawaii group 
in 2008 and 2009 – “Merriman’s Kapalua,” on the grounds of the 
scenic resort on Maui’s West Side, and “Merriman’s Fish House” in 
Poipu, Kauai. 

This past September, the Maui Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack 
Buddies” program was the recipient of Peter Merriman’s 
exceptional generosity when Merriman’s Kapalua hosted an 
exclusive “Blue Hawaii” fundraising event for the Food Bank. Peter 
personally provided the food, staff, and the beautiful location that 
combined to make this event a rousing success. 

Blue Hawaii participants enjoyed appetizers, dinner, drinks, 
and a stunning sunset that washed over the lanai at Merriman’s 
Kapalua.  Then the entertainment began, as Darren Lee, one of 
the world’s most acclaimed Elvis impersonators, delivered a stirring 
performance of his live show, “Burn’n Love.” Meanwhile, guests 
also participated in a silent auction featuring a host of fabulous 
items and experiences.  

The Blue Hawaii benefit event was also supported by Ocean 
Vodka, a family-run start-up company that is making waves in the 
world of fine handcrafted vodkas. Ocean Vodka president Shay 
Smith is building a successful company founded on the Spirit 
of Aloha, and his heart for hungry kids was made evident by his 
generous participation in this event.

The beneficiary of this fundraiser was the Maui 
Food Bank’s “Aloha BackPack Buddies” 
program, a program that provides backpacks 
filled with six nutritious meals for 
elementary-aged children who are at risk of 
going hungry over the weekend, when no 
school-based meal programs are available to 
them. 

The Merriman’s “Blue Hawaii” event raised enough 
money to provide 11,000 backpacks filled with food for 
children in need living in Maui County!

Peter Merriman’s personal philosophy is summed up in his 
observation, “At Merriman’s, we believe in sharing our success and 
giving back to our local communities. Hawaii has been good to us, 
and we want to be good to Hawaii.”

Peter’s wife Vicki is also very involved in the community, and 
serves on the Board of the Maui Food Bank.  
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our expectations at 
the Food Bank, and 
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tangible expression 
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School, and a few months ago they were assigned to undertake 
a class project which included volunteering in the local 
community. Elisabeth and Jessica discovered they were both 
interested in helping the hungry on Maui, so they contacted the 
Maui Food Bank to see if volunteering there would be a good 
fit.  

When they arrived at the Food Bank on their first day, both 
Elisabeth and Jessica were a little frightened and uneasy about 
the idea of volunteering at a place that was unfamiliar to them. 
However, after a couple of days of sorting and shelving food 
donations, they both rose to the occasion and quickly became 
a part of the Food Bank team. In fact, even though their school 
project has been completed, they’ve continued serving as Maui 
Food Bank volunteers!  

As a result of their experience at the Food Bank, both girls have 
expressed that they learned that volunteering provides benefits 
to the volunteer while helping those in need. They also noted 
that volunteering is an excellent way to gain a better perspective 
on people’s needs in a community, and how organizations like 
Maui Food Bank work to fulfill those needs.  

Both Elisabeth and Jessica encourage others to help change the 
world by volunteering. “Even if you’re scared to volunteer, push 
yourself to do it,” stated Elisabeth. “Once you step out and start 
helping those less fortunate, you’ll become confident…and you 
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