
How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County. 

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you
give we are able to provide 4 meals
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you. 
Volunteers contribute significantly
to the daily operations of the Maui
Food Bank.

Jeff Pearson Gives Back to the 
Maui Community by Serving

In 1984, Jeff came to Maui to visit his sister who was vacationing 
here.  He was 28 years old and ready for a vacation getaway, 
escaping a cold, dreary Minnesota winter.  

On Maui, Jeff experienced the beauty of our island paradise, the 
warm weather, the diversity of the people, and the Spirit of Aloha.  
Two weeks later, Jeff ’s sister returned to the mainland, but Jeff 
elected to remain on Maui.  

Armed with a Civil Engineering degree from the University of 
Minnesota, Jeff went right to work in construction at Makena Surf 
Resort, and has been a Maui resident ever since.  

It didn’t take Jeff long to adjust to his new island community.  An 
avid hiker, golfer and cyclist, he’s spent a lot of time exploring 
Maui and discovering new and interesting sights.  Jeff and his wife 
of 20 years, Annette, boast four children and six grandchildren.

Today, Jeff is the Deputy Director of Hawaii’s Department of 
Land and Natural Resources Commission on Water Resource 

Board Focus 

Sometimes the problem of hunger can seem insurmountable to 
us as individuals.  But recently, three inspirational 7th & 8th 
grade girls from the Montessori School of Maui in Makawao 
demonstrated that even young people can make a difference!

As their Community Service project, students Lea, Marysa 
and Julia committed to helping out at the Maui Food Bank, 
donating time once a week over a period of four months.
Among other duties, they shelved food in the Food Bank
warehouse, distributed food at a local agency that works 
with the homeless, and 
held a food drive
in Kahului 
that brought
in financial 
contributions 
and 109 
pounds of food 
in just three
hours!

All three girls were profoundly impacted by the experience,
noting that they were pleased to be involved in a project
that was meaningful to them and to those they were serving. 
Marysa also commented that the project introduced her to a 
need she didn’t even know existed. 

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for the efforts of these fine young
women, who provide an excellent example of how individuals of 
any age can help alleviate hunger here in Maui County.

Middle Schoolers Show that Even Young People can Help 
Conquer Hunger

For most of us, the holidays are a favorite time of the year.  
Unfortunately, for others this festive season is no different than 
any other occasion –– especially for over 4,000 children in Maui 
County who don’t know where their next meal is coming from.  

Knowing that thousands of children in our island community 
would not sit down at a family table to enjoy a holiday meal, we 
sent out an urgent appeal to all of our friends in Maui County, 
asking for help to bring these children “Hope for the Holidays.”  
You immediately responded.  Rotary Clubs, businesses, schools, 
places of worship, community clubs, county offices and 
individuals rose to the occasion, holding a record high of over 
250 food drives which provided 78,000 pounds of food for 
distribution to those in need.  

While food and financial donations can be quantified, the impact 
they have on the lives of hungry people is immeasurable.  The 
generosity of our food and financial donors helps the Maui Food 
Bank provide wholesome food and bring comfort, relief and hope 
to people in need. Thank you for bringing Hope for the Holidays to 
hungry people throughout Maui County.

We’re pleased to report that longtime Maui resident Harlan Hughes has once again made 
good on a tradition he personally established years ago.  

Every holiday season, Harlan reaches out to his friends and business associates and 
collects turkeys for those who are in need.  This year Harlan collected a record 1,500 
pounds of holiday turkeys over a two-month period, delivering them to the Maui 
Food Bank for distribution.  His donation assured that many Maui households had 
happier holidays this year.

Mahalo, Harlan, for your ongoing dedication and commitment to helping the hungry in 
Maui County!

Volunteer HI-Light -

Arsie Anderson, one of our most committed volunteers, has been 
serving at the Maui Food Bank since July 2010.

Born and raised on Maui, Arsie graduated from Cannon College 
of Business on Oahu.  Her husband Bruce is the principal at Maui 
High.  Together, they’ve raised two children.  

When Arsie retired from the Hawaii Government Employees 
Association (HGEA), it didn’t take her long to realize she was not 
a stay-at-home kind of person!  Looking to make a meaningful 
contribution, she remembered volunteering at the Food Bank when 
the HGEA had set up a program for their staff to volunteer in the 
community.  Those memories led Arsie back to the Food Bank to 

volunteer two or three hours a week, and she’s been faithful to that 
commitment ever since.  

Arsie is motivated by a deep desire to help people, and particularly 
to do something tangible for those in need. She believes that 
volunteering at the Food Bank is one of the best ways to get 
involved with the community, because helping put food on the 
tables of people who don’t have enough food is an exceptionally 
worthy cause. Arsie also manages the food pantry distribution at 
Saint Joseph’s Church in Makawao.  

A special Mahalo to Arsie Anderson for her faithful commitment to 
the Maui Food Bank and to helping those in need!

Arsie Anderson Demonstrates a Long-
Term Commitment to Conquering
Hunger in Maui County

www.mauifoodbank.org

Winter 2016

2
N e w s l e t t e r
ScoopsManagement, overseeing the 

protection and maintenance of 
surface and ground water (streams 
and wells) for the entire State of 
Hawaii.  Jeff ’s office is on Oahu, 
but he and his family are so 
committed to living on Maui that 
he commutes to Oahu from his 
home in Wailuku.  

Jeff is passionate about giving 
back to the Maui community.  
When invited to serve on the 
Board of the Maui Food Bank, Jeff 
readily accepted.  His personal values align with the mission of the 
Food Bank to help the hungry in Maui County and provide food 
for those in need.  

As a seasoned manager, Jeff explains that he’s very impressed with 
how efficiently the Food Bank operates.  This efficiency enables the 
organization to meet people’s immediate needs.  Jeff says, “There’s 
instant gratification in knowing that you’re helping people in the 
moment, rather than waiting months to see the results…and I 
believe that helping others is the right thing to do.”

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for Jeff Pearson’s willingness to 
give of himself to help others, and we’re proud to have him serving 
on our Board.

Arsie and Warehouse gang

Jeff and Annette Pearson

Maui Residents Reach Out with “Hope for the Holidays”

Harlan Hughes Collects Turkeys 
for Maui’s Hungry



We are grateful for all the volunteers who come and help 
get the job done at the Maui Food Bank, and one of our 
favorite groups is Easter Seals. 

This year we asked the Easter Seals kids why they liked 
volunteering at the Food Bank.

• Pomai shared with us that he likes everything about
helping out at the Food Bank, especially that he
gets to work and hang out with his friends and do
something different.

• Keala said he really likes helping people, especially
the kids on Maui who need food.

• Howard, who is an especially avid volunteer, told us
that volunteering at the Maui Food Bank gives him
a sense of purpose and fulfillment, knowing he is
helping hungry people.

Alan Kehus, the case 
worker for these 
kids, explains that 
volunteering at the 
Food Bank is beneficial 
to Easter Seals because 
it gives participants an 
opportunity to give 
back to the community 
and helps develop their 
communication skills, as 
well as serving as a time of vocational training.

Easter Seals Gives Back

Agency Connection

Back in 2007, the Maui Food Bank succeeded in purchasing an 
unassuming building in an industrial sector of Wailuku, to serve as 
our headquarters and warehouse.  Ever since, we’ve been working 
diligently to renovate this facility in order to meet health and 
safety standards and to best serve the needs of our Maui County 
neighbors.  

Here are some of the highlights of our facility improvements over 
the past 8 years:

Phase 1 & 2 focused on bringing the facility into compliance with 
a dizzying array of strict local, state, and federal health and safety 
codes.  This work included a new roof, new siding, insulation work, 
and other improvements.  

Phase 3 saw the 
installation of 326 
high efficiency 
rooftop solar panels, 
making the Maui 
Food Bank the 
only food bank 
in the USA that 
generates enough 
solar power to run its 
entire facility!  This 
enhancement greatly reduces our operating costs, especially since 
handling perishable foods requires us to maintain large, industrial 
chillers and freezers that require a lot of electricity.  Another part 
of Phase 3 provided for insulating the entire warehouse in order to 
eventually bring air conditioning to the warehouse.  

In our Phase 4 expansion, we quadrupled our chiller and freezer 
capacities, enabling us to receive, manage, and distribute food to 
more hungry people than ever! 

In addition, we installed an efficient system to control the 
temperature of our warehouse. As a result, our volunteers now spend 
more time volunteering with us, since it’s a more comfortable and 
enjoyable environment.  We’re also experiencing greater numbers of 
volunteers donating time at the Food Bank.  

The final part of 
Phase 4 provided 
for re-leveling of 
our parking areas 
and the replacement 
and striping of the 
asphalt parking lot 
surface.  This makes 
it easier for staff and 
volunteers to park 
safely, and also for delivery trucks to navigate the parking lot as they 
move food into and out of the warehouse.  

How have these improvements been possible?  The Maui Food 
Bank has received a great deal of support from local engineers and 
contractors, who have gotten personally involved in helping us make 
these renovations.  We were also able to accomplish this through 
a series of federally-funded community development block grants 
through the County of Maui, as well as additional generous grants 
from Hawaii based foundations.  

Our main goal in undertaking all of these improvements is to 
increase our capacity to get healthy, nutrient-dense foods to those 
that can least afford it – and to do so in an efficient and timely 
manner.  That’s important because we believe that if we can help 
people eat better – especially people facing limited food choices – we 
can help improve their overall health and well-being.  

Thank you for your commitment to helping us feed the hungry in 
Maui County.  To inquire about donating to or volunteering at the 
Maui Food Bank, call us at 808.243.9500, or visit our website at 
MauiFoodBank.org.

Richard Yust
Executive Director
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Continuing a time-honored local tradition, Maui’s annual “Paddle for 
Hunger” event was held on Thanksgiving morning at Ka Lae Pohaku Beach 
Park in Kihei, attracting 187 fun-seeking participants.  

Those familiar with the event wouldn’t exactly call it a “race” – no one 
records finish times, and hardly anyone even notices who “won.”  This event 
is perhaps best described as a colorful, celebratory spectacle that’s all about 
fun, with friendly competitors venturing onto the waters in just about 
anything that floats.  The event is free and open to the public, and door 
prizes are awarded after the race.  

But beyond the fun, each year the event’s sponsors and participants raise 
awareness and collect funds and food for the Maui Food Bank at a time 
when such help is needed the most.  This year’s event, which was sponsored 
by Hawaiian Paddle Sports, took in $4,360 and some 650 lbs. of food 
donations – a new event record!  

The Maui Food Bank salutes this year’s hardy “Paddle for Hunger” 
participants and Hawaiian Paddle Sports for their generous donations to 
help the hungry in Maui County.  For information about joining next year’s 
“Paddle for Hunger,” visit PaddleForHunger.com, contact the Maui Food 
Bank at 808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

Alan, Pomai, Keala and Howard

Hot Off the Press

Facility Improvements Enhance 
Maui Food Bank’s Ability to 
Serve our Island Community 

Paddlers Take to the Ocean to 
Benefit Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Thousands of Maui residents and visitors 
have enjoyed eating at Da Kitchen restaurants 
on Maui and Oahu.  Perennially among 
Maui’s favorite eateries, Da Kitchen focuses 
on traditional local and Hawaiian dishes, 
but with a creative flair.  The restaurants are 
known far and wide for large portions at low 
prices, which has helped make them popular, 
especially with locals, since opening their first 
location in Kihei in 1998.  

Da Kitchen has been featured on The Bizarre 
Food Show on the Travel Channel, and also 
was honored with an invitation to cook at a 
special Inaugural Luau in Washington D.C.  

Da Kitchen has been a faithful supporter of the Maui Food Bank for many years.  This year, 
through their “Hunger Ain’t A Game” campaign, Da Kitchen was able to provide over 6,000 
meals for the benefit of local people in need.  

We at Maui Food Bank sincerely appreciate the continued support and generosity of Da 
Kitchen and all they do to help the hungry here in our island community!  For more 
information on Da Kitchen, visit dakitchen.com.  To learn more about Maui Food Bank, call 
808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

During November of 2015, Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club 
Resort presented their first-ever November Harvest For 
Hunger event.  As part of this event, the facility’s 430 
employees and countless guests were encouraged to help 
gather food for Maui’s hungry.

The month-long event was highly successful – the 
employees and the guests of the resort collected a 
whopping 7,010 pounds of safe and nutritious food to 
help the hungry on Maui! 

David Wong, Maui Ocean Club’s General Manager, 
noted, “This event helped all of us here at the resort 
– staff and guests alike – become more aware of the
hunger problem that exists here on Maui.  And, beyond
awareness, we were very pleased to be able to make a 
tangible contribution to conquering the problem.  As a matter of fact, this program was so 
successful that we’re planning to do it again every November from now on!”

Mahalo to everyone at Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club for helping to alleviate hunger on Maui!

“Da Kitchen” Partners with Maui Food Bank to 
Feed the Hungry

Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club Sponsors “Harvest 
For Hunger”

Pictured from left to right: Seanelle, Steph and Kortney

David Wong and Keith Wright - Maui Food Bank



We are grateful for all the volunteers who come and help 
get the job done at the Maui Food Bank, and one of our 
favorite groups is “Easter Seals.” 

This year we asked the Easter Seals kids why they liked 
volunteering at the Food Bank.

• Pomai shared with us that he likes everything about
helping out at the Food Bank, especially that he
gets to work and hang out with his friends and do
something different.

• Keala said he really likes helping people, especially
the kids on Maui who need food.

• Howard, who is an especially avid volunteer, told us
that volunteering at the Maui Food Bank gives him
a sense of purpose and fulfillment, knowing he is
helping hungry people.

Alan Kehus, the case 
worker for these 
kids, explains that 
volunteering at the 
Food Bank is beneficial 
to Easter Seals because 
it gives participants an 
opportunity to give 
back to the community 
and helps develop their 
communication skills, as 
well as serving as a time of vocational training.

Easter Seals Gives Back

Agency Connection

Back in 2007, the Maui Food Bank succeeded in purchasing an 
unassuming building in an industrial sector of Wailuku, to serve as 
our headquarters and warehouse.  Ever since, we’ve been working 
diligently to renovate this facility in order to meet health and 
safety standards and to best serve the needs of our Maui County 
neighbors.  

Here are some of the highlights of our facility improvements over 
the past 8 years:

Phase 1 & 2 focused on bringing the facility into compliance with 
a dizzying array of strict local, state, and federal health and safety 
codes.  This work included a new roof, new siding, insulation work, 
and other improvements.  

Phase 3 saw the 
installation of 326 
high efficiency 
rooftop solar panels, 
making the Maui 
Food Bank the 
only food bank 
in the USA that 
generates enough 
solar power to run its 
entire facility!  This 
enhancement greatly reduces our operating costs, especially since 
handling perishable foods requires us to maintain large, industrial 
chillers and freezers that require a lot of electricity.  Another part 
of Phase 3 provided for insulating the entire warehouse in order to 
eventually bring air conditioning to the warehouse.  

In our Phase 4 expansion, we quadrupled our chiller and freezer 
capacities, enabling us to receive, manage, and distribute food to 
more hungry people than ever! 

In addition, we installed an efficient system to control the 
temperature of our warehouse. As a result, our volunteers now spend 
more time volunteering with us, since it’s a more comfortable and 
enjoyable environment.  We’re also experiencing greater numbers of 
volunteers donating time at the Food Bank.  

The final part of 
Phase 4 provided 
for re-leveling of 
our parking areas 
and the replacement 
and striping of the 
asphalt parking lot 
surface.  This makes 
it easier for staff and 
volunteers to park 
safely, and also for delivery trucks to navigate the parking lot as they 
move food into and out of the warehouse.  

How have these improvements been possible?  The Maui Food 
Bank has received a great deal of support from local engineers and 
contractors, who have gotten personally involved in helping us make 
these renovations.  We were also able to accomplish this through 
a series of federally-funded community development block grants 
through the County of Maui, as well as additional generous grants 
from Hawaii based foundations.  

Our main goal in undertaking all of these improvements is to 
increase our capacity to get healthy, nutrient-dense foods to those 
that can least afford it – and to do so in an efficient and timely 
manner.  That’s important because we believe that if we can help 
people eat better – especially people facing limited food choices – we 
can help improve their overall health and well-being.  

Thank you for your commitment to helping us feed the hungry in 
Maui County.  To inquire about donating to or volunteering at the 
Maui Food Bank, call us at 808.243.9500, or visit our website at 
MauiFoodBank.org.
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Continuing a time-honored local tradition, Maui’s annual “Paddle for 
Hunger” event was held on Thanksgiving morning at Ka Lae Pohaku Beach 
Park in Kihei, attracting 187 fun-seeking participants.  

Those familiar with the event wouldn’t exactly call it a “race” – no one 
records finish times, and hardly anyone even notices who “won.”  This event 
is perhaps best described as a colorful, celebratory spectacle that’s all about 
fun, with friendly competitors venturing onto the waters in just about 
anything that floats.  The event is free and open to the public, and door 
prizes are awarded after the race.  

But beyond the fun, each year the event’s sponsors and participants raise 
awareness and collect funds and food for the Maui Food Bank at a time 
when such help is needed the most.  This year’s event, which was sponsored 
by Hawaiian Paddle Sports, took in $4,360 and some 650 lbs. of food 
donations – a new event record!  

The Maui Food Bank salutes this year’s hardy “Paddle for Hunger” 
participants and Hawaiian Paddle Sports for their generous donations to 
help the hungry in Maui County.  For information about joining next year’s 
“Paddle for Hunger,” visit PaddleForHunger.com, contact the Maui Food 
Bank at 808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

Howard and crew
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Facility Improvements Enhance 
Maui Food Bank’s Ability to 
Serve our Island Community 

Paddlers Take to the Ocean to 
Benefit Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Thousands of Maui residents and visitors have 
enjoyed eating at “Da Kitchen” restaurants 
on Maui and Oahu.  Perennially among 
Maui’s favorite eateries, Da Kitchen focuses 
on traditional local and Hawaiian dishes, 
but with a creative flair.  The restaurants are 
known far and wide for large portions at low 
prices, which has helped make them popular, 
especially with locals, since opening their first 
location in Kihei in 1998.  

Da Kitchen has been featured on The Bizarre 
Food Show on the Travel Channel, and also 
was honored with an invitation to cook at a 
special Inaugural Luau in Washington D.C.  

Da Kitchen has been a faithful supporter of the Maui Food Bank for many years.  This year, 
through their “Hunger Ain’t A Game” campaign, Da Kitchen was able to provide over 6,000 
meals for the benefit of local people in need.  

We at Maui Food Bank sincerely appreciate the continued support and generosity of Da 
Kitchen and all they do to help the hungry here in our island community!  For more 
information on Da Kitchen, visit dakitchen.com.  To learn more about Maui Food Bank, call 
808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

During November of 2015, Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club 
Resort presented their first-ever November Harvest For 
Hunger event.  As part of this event, the facility’s 430 
employees and countless guests were encouraged to help 
gather food for Maui’s hungry.

The month-long event was highly successful – the 
employees and the guests of the resort collected a 
whopping 7,010 pounds of safe and nutritious food to 
help the hungry on Maui! 

David Wong, Maui Ocean Club’s General Manager, 
noted, “This event helped all of us here at the resort 
– staff and guests alike – become more aware of the
hunger problem that exists here on Maui.  And, beyond
awareness, we were very pleased to be able to make a tangible contribution to conquering the
problem.  As a matter of fact, this program was so successful that we’re planning to do it again
every November from now on!”

Mahalo to everyone at Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club for helping to alleviate hunger on Maui!

“Da Kitchen” Partners with Maui Food Bank to 
Feed the Hungry

Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club Sponsors “Harvest 
For Hunger”



We are grateful for all the volunteers who come and help 
get the job done at the Maui Food Bank, and one of our 
favorite groups is Easter Seals. 

This year we asked the Easter Seals kids why they liked 
volunteering at the Food Bank.

• Pomai shared with us that he likes everything about
helping out at the Food Bank, especially that he
gets to work and hang out with his friends and do
something different.

• Keala said he really likes helping people, especially
the kids on Maui who need food.

• Howard, who is an especially avid volunteer, told us
that volunteering at the Maui Food Bank gives him
a sense of purpose and fulfillment, knowing he is
helping hungry people.

Alan Kehus, the case 
worker for these 
kids, explains that 
volunteering at the 
Food Bank is beneficial 
to Easter Seals because 
it gives participants an 
opportunity to give 
back to the community 
and helps develop their 
communication skills, as 
well as serving as a time of vocational training.

Easter Seals Gives Back

Agency Connection

Back in 2007, the Maui Food Bank succeeded in purchasing an 
unassuming building in an industrial sector of Wailuku, to serve as 
our headquarters and warehouse.  Ever since, we’ve been working 
diligently to renovate this facility in order to meet health and 
safety standards and to best serve the needs of our Maui County 
neighbors.  

Here are some of the highlights of our facility improvements over 
the past 8 years:

Phase 1 & 2 focused on bringing the facility into compliance with 
a dizzying array of strict local, state, and federal health and safety 
codes.  This work included a new roof, new siding, insulation work, 
and other improvements.  

Phase 3 saw the 
installation of 326 
high efficiency 
rooftop solar panels, 
making the Maui 
Food Bank the 
only food bank 
in the USA that 
generates enough 
solar power to run its 
entire facility!  This 
enhancement greatly reduces our operating costs, especially since 
handling perishable foods requires us to maintain large, industrial 
chillers and freezers that require a lot of electricity.  Another part 
of Phase 3 provided for insulating the entire warehouse in order to 
eventually bring air conditioning to the warehouse.  

In our Phase 4 expansion, we quadrupled our chiller and freezer 
capacities, enabling us to receive, manage, and distribute food to 
more hungry people than ever! 

In addition, we installed an efficient system to control the 
temperature of our warehouse. As a result, our volunteers now spend 
more time volunteering with us, since it’s a more comfortable and 
enjoyable environment.  We’re also experiencing greater numbers of 
volunteers donating time at the Food Bank.  

The final part of 
Phase 4 provided 
for re-leveling of 
our parking areas 
and the replacement 
and striping of the 
asphalt parking lot 
surface.  This makes 
it easier for staff and 
volunteers to park 
safely, and also for delivery trucks to navigate the parking lot as they 
move food into and out of the warehouse.  

How have these improvements been possible?  The Maui Food 
Bank has received a great deal of support from local engineers and 
contractors, who have gotten personally involved in helping us make 
these renovations.  We were also able to accomplish this through 
a series of federally-funded community development block grants 
through the County of Maui, as well as additional generous grants 
from Hawaii based foundations.  

Our main goal in undertaking all of these improvements is to 
increase our capacity to get healthy, nutrient-dense foods to those 
that can least afford it – and to do so in an efficient and timely 
manner.  That’s important because we believe that if we can help 
people eat better – especially people facing limited food choices – we 
can help improve their overall health and well-being.  

Thank you for your commitment to helping us feed the hungry in 
Maui County.  To inquire about donating to or volunteering at the 
Maui Food Bank, call us at 808.243.9500, or visit our website at 
MauiFoodBank.org.
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Continuing a time-honored local tradition, Maui’s annual “Paddle for 
Hunger” event was held on Thanksgiving morning at Ka Lae Pohaku Beach 
Park in Kihei, attracting 187 fun-seeking participants.  

Those familiar with the event wouldn’t exactly call it a “race” – no one 
records finish times, and hardly anyone even notices who “won.”  This event 
is perhaps best described as a colorful, celebratory spectacle that’s all about 
fun, with friendly competitors venturing onto the waters in just about 
anything that floats.  The event is free and open to the public, and door 
prizes are awarded after the race.  

But beyond the fun, each year the event’s sponsors and participants raise 
awareness and collect funds and food for the Maui Food Bank at a time 
when such help is needed the most.  This year’s event, which was sponsored 
by Hawaiian Paddle Sports, took in $4,360 and some 650 lbs. of food 
donations – a new event record!  

The Maui Food Bank salutes this year’s hardy “Paddle for Hunger” 
participants and Hawaiian Paddle Sports for their generous donations to 
help the hungry in Maui County.  For information about joining next year’s 
“Paddle for Hunger,” visit PaddleForHunger.com, contact the Maui Food 
Bank at 808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

Alan, Pomai, Keala and Howard

Hot Off the Press

Facility Improvements Enhance 
Maui Food Bank’s Ability to 
Serve our Island Community 

Paddlers Take to the Ocean to 
Benefit Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Thousands of Maui residents and visitors 
have enjoyed eating at Da Kitchen restaurants 
on Maui and Oahu.  Perennially among 
Maui’s favorite eateries, Da Kitchen focuses 
on traditional local and Hawaiian dishes, 
but with a creative flair.  The restaurants are 
known far and wide for large portions at low 
prices, which has helped make them popular, 
especially with locals, since opening their first 
location in Kihei in 1998.  

Da Kitchen has been featured on The Bizarre 
Food Show on the Travel Channel, and also 
was honored with an invitation to cook at a 
special Inaugural Luau in Washington D.C.  

Da Kitchen has been a faithful supporter of the Maui Food Bank for many years.  This year, 
through their “Hunger Ain’t A Game” campaign, Da Kitchen was able to provide over 6,000 
meals for the benefit of local people in need.  

We at Maui Food Bank sincerely appreciate the continued support and generosity of Da 
Kitchen and all they do to help the hungry here in our island community!  For more 
information on Da Kitchen, visit dakitchen.com.  To learn more about Maui Food Bank, call 
808.243.9500, or visit MauiFoodBank.org.

During November of 2015, Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club 
Resort presented their first-ever November Harvest For 
Hunger event.  As part of this event, the facility’s 430 
employees and countless guests were encouraged to help 
gather food for Maui’s hungry.

The month-long event was highly successful – the 
employees and the guests of the resort collected a 
whopping 7,010 pounds of safe and nutritious food to 
help the hungry on Maui! 

David Wong, Maui Ocean Club’s General Manager, 
noted, “This event helped all of us here at the resort 
– staff and guests alike – become more aware of the
hunger problem that exists here on Maui.  And, beyond
awareness, we were very pleased to be able to make a 
tangible contribution to conquering the problem.  As a matter of fact, this program was so 
successful that we’re planning to do it again every November from now on!”

Mahalo to everyone at Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club for helping to alleviate hunger on Maui!

“Da Kitchen” Partners with Maui Food Bank to 
Feed the Hungry

Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club Sponsors “Harvest 
For Hunger”

Pictured from left to right: Seanelle, Steph and Kortney

David Wong and Keith Wright, Maui Food Bank



How you 
can help

Food is our priority.  
Your food donations are distributed 
to over 10,000 needy people in 
Maui County each month.  

Financial support is essential to 
our mission.  For every dollar you 
give we are able to provide 4 meals 
to hungry people.

We rely on volunteers like you.  
Volunteers contribute significantly 
to the daily operations of the Maui 
Food Bank.  

Jeff Pearson Gives Back to the 
Maui Community by Serving

In 1984, Jeff came to Maui to visit his sister who was vacationing 
here.  He was 28 years old and ready for a vacation getaway, 
escaping a cold, dreary Minnesota winter.  

On Maui, Jeff experienced the beauty of our island paradise, the 
warm weather, the diversity of the people, and the Spirit of Aloha.  
Two weeks later, Jeff ’s sister returned to the mainland, but Jeff 
elected to remain on Maui.  

Armed with a Civil Engineering degree from the University of 
Minnesota, Jeff went right to work in construction at Makena Surf 
Resort, and has been a Maui resident ever since.  

It didn’t take Jeff long to adjust to his new island community.  An 
avid hiker, golfer and cyclist, he’s spent a lot of time exploring 
Maui and discovering new and interesting sights.  Jeff and his wife 
of 20 years, Annette, boast four children and six grandchildren.

Today, Jeff is the Deputy Director of Hawaii’s Department of 
Land and Natural Resources Commission on Water Resource 

Board Focus 

Sometimes the problem of hunger can seem insurmountable to 
us as individuals.  But recently, three inspirational 7th & 8th 
grade girls from the Montessori School of Maui in Makawao 
demonstrated that even young people can make a difference!  

As their Community Service project, students Lea, Marysa 
and Julia committed to helping out at the Maui Food Bank, 
donating time once a week over a period of four months.  
Among other duties, they shelved food in the Food Bank 
warehouse, distributed food at a local agency that works 
with the homeless, and 
held a food drive 
in Kahului 
that brought 
in financial 
contributions 
and 109 
pounds of food 
in just three 
hours!

All three girls were profoundly impacted by the experience, 
noting that they were pleased to be involved in a project 
that was meaningful to them and to those they were serving. 
Marysa also commented that the project introduced her to a 
need she didn’t even know existed.  

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for the efforts of these fine young 
women, who provide an excellent example of how individuals of 
any age can help alleviate hunger here in Maui County.

Middle Schoolers Show that Even Young People can Help 
Conquer Hunger

For most of us, the holidays are a favorite time of the year.  
Unfortunately, for others this festive season is no different than 
any other occasion –– especially for over 4,000 children in Maui 
County who don’t know where their next meal is coming from.  

Knowing that thousands of children in our island community 
would not sit down at a family table to enjoy a holiday meal, we 
sent out an urgent appeal to all of our friends in Maui County, 
asking for help to bring these children “Hope for the Holidays.”  
You immediately responded.  Rotary Clubs, businesses, schools, 
places of worship, community clubs, county offices and 
individuals rose to the occasion, holding a record high of over 
250 food drives which provided 78,000 pounds of food for 
distribution to those in need.  

While food and financial donations can be quantified, the impact 
they have on the lives of hungry people is immeasurable.  The 
generosity of our food and financial donors helps the Maui Food 
Bank provide wholesome food and bring comfort, relief and hope 
to people in need. Thank you for bringing Hope for the Holidays to 
hungry people throughout Maui County.

We’re pleased to report that longtime Maui resident Harlan Hughes has once again made 
good on a tradition he personally established years ago.  

Every holiday season, Harlan reaches out to his friends and business associates and 
collects turkeys for those who are in need.  This year Harlan collected a record 1,500 
pounds of holiday turkeys over a two-month period, delivering them to the Maui 
Food Bank for distribution.  His donation assured that many Maui households had 
happier holidays this year.

Mahalo, Harlan, for your ongoing dedication and commitment to helping the hungry in 
Maui County!

Volunteer HI-Light -

Arsie Anderson, one of our most committed volunteers, has been 
serving at the Maui Food Bank since July 2010.

Born and raised on Maui, Arsie graduated from Cannon College 
of Business on Oahu.  Her husband Bruce is the principal at Maui 
High.  Together, they’ve raised two children.  

When Arsie retired from the Hawaii Government Employees 
Association (HGEA), it didn’t take her long to realize she was not 
a stay-at-home kind of person!  Looking to make a meaningful 
contribution, she remembered volunteering at the Food Bank when 
the HGEA had set up a program for their staff to volunteer in the 
community.  Those memories led Arsie back to the Food Bank to 

volunteer two or three hours a week, and she’s been faithful to that 
commitment ever since.  

Arsie is motivated by a deep desire to help people, and particularly 
to do something tangible for those in need. She believes that 
volunteering at the Food Bank is one of the best ways to get 
involved with the community, because helping put food on the 
tables of people who don’t have enough food is an exceptionally 
worthy cause. Arsie also manages the food pantry distribution at 
Saint Joseph’s Church in Makawao.  

A special Mahalo to Arsie Anderson for her faithful commitment to 
the Maui Food Bank and to helping those in need!

Arsie Anderson Demonstrates a Long-
Term Commitment to Conquering 
Hunger in Maui County
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N e w s l e t t e r
ScoopsManagement, overseeing the 

protection and maintenance of 
surface and ground water (streams 
and wells) for the entire State of 
Hawaii.  Jeff ’s office is on Oahu, 
but he and his family are so 
committed to living on Maui that 
he commutes to Oahu from his 
home in Wailuku.  

Jeff is passionate about giving 
back to the Maui community.  
When invited to serve on the 
Board of the Maui Food Bank, Jeff 
readily accepted.  His personal values align with the mission of the 
Food Bank to help the hungry in Maui County and provide food 
for those in need.  

As a seasoned manager, Jeff explains that he’s very impressed with 
how efficiently the Food Bank operates.  This efficiency enables the 
organization to meet people’s immediate needs.  Jeff says, “There’s 
instant gratification in knowing that you’re helping people in the 
moment, rather than waiting months to see the results…and I 
believe that helping others is the right thing to do.”

The Maui Food Bank is grateful for Jeff Pearson’s willingness to 
give of himself to help others, and we’re proud to have him serving 
on our Board.

Arsie and Warehouse Gang

Jeff and Annette Pearson

Maui Residents Reach Out with “Hope for the Holidays”

Harlan Hughes Collects Turkeys 
for Maui’s Hungry
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