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When our kids are
shortchanged at the dinner
table, they’re actually
shortchanged in significant
ways for the rest of their lives.

T

his year’s annual spring food drive
brought in a record high 9,500 lbs of
safe and nutritious food and $11,000 in
monetary donations. This much needed
food and funds will go to help children
grow today--thereby helping ensure a
better, brighter tomorrow for everyone.
If you’ve ever uttered the phrase “that’s a
big meal for a little child!” or “where are
you putting all that food – you must have
a hollow leg!” then you have witnessed
how a growing child sure can eat.
Little bodies need a lot of nutrition.
Calories, vitamins, minerals, antioxidants
– nutrition buzzwords pepper modernday parenting magazines and blogs. And
despite differing opinions on specific

The annual spring food
drive brought in a record
high 9,500 lbs of safe
and nutritious food and
$11,000 in monetary
donations.

dietary choices, we are all
united in an almost-fanatical
awareness that children need
to eat. There’s a reason for that:
we all know it’s impossible for
a child to develop physically without adequate nutrition. But what many people
don’t realize is that there is also a strong correlation between academic, cognitive,
and emotional development, too. Indeed, children who experience hunger are
less likely to be mentally healthy and academically successful than their peers.
That’s why it is especially critical that no
child in Maui County goes hungry. The
Maui Food Bank works year-round to make
sure our little ones have enough nutritious
food on the table to help their bodies and
minds grow up strong and healthy. Thank
you to all the Rotary Clubs on Maui,
Courthouse Judiciary, Churches, Maui
High School HOSA Club, Baldwin
High School Theater Guild, and
HMSA who all made this
year’s Spring Food Drive
a huge success.
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Here on Maui, the rising cost of living has conspired to push record numbers of people to the
brink of hunger. Even many families who have traditionally lived securely in the middle class
are now seeking help from the Maui Food Bank.
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Our MISSION
The Maui Food Bank’s
mission is to help the hungry
in Maui County by collecting
and distributing food through
community partnerships.

Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/MauiFoodBank

kipping dinner. Eating less, or eating less well. Giving up food in order to pay rent. That is
the reality for over 10,000 people a month in Maui County who are food insecure.

For twenty four years, the Maui Food Bank has played a unique role in the work to end hunger
in Maui County. Hundreds of organizations and individuals rely on the food service we provide
to help run their meal, snack and grocery programs. This year, we’ll distribute over 11,000
pounds of food a day — enough food for more than1.8 million meals and snacks.
Here’s how it all works.
We collect over 2.4 million pounds of food throughout the year.
Our food comes from a wide variety of sources, both donated and purchased.
• 300,000 pounds of fresh, produce come from local farmers and wholesalers.
• USDA food commodities arrive by the truckload.
• Our “Fresh Rescue” program collects food from
local supermarkets that would otherwise go to
waste.
• Our Food & Fund Drives collect nonperishable
foods in the Maui Food Bank food drop off bins
you see all around the community.
• We also make supplemental purchases of foods
like quality protein items that ensure pantry
distributions offer a nutritionally balanced array
of food.
The food goes to partners and pantries for meals and
groceries.
The Food Bank supplies food for our network of 120
partner organizations, including agencies on Lanai and Molokai.
Our agencies include food pantries, soup kitchens, keiki and youth programs, food distribution
sites and our senior mobile pantry. Some of our partners run hot meal programs, including
groups like the Salvation Army and Hale Kau Kau. Others oversee snack programs, homedelivered grocery services, and small meal programs. A high percentage of the food we
distribute goes to our farmer’s market-style pantries that serve hundreds of needy households
each week, providing people with healthy foods they can prepare at home.
Mahalo to all our faithful and generous donors who make it possible to help the hungry in
our island community. Together, we’re truly making a difference!

Richard Yust
Executive Director

The rising cost of living has conspired to push record
numbers of people to the brink of hunger. Many families
who have traditionally lived securely in the middle class
are now seeking help from the Maui Food Bank.

Agency Connection

Transformation Ministry
Karrie Rice

Transformation Ministry
Maui Food Bank Helps Local
Ministry Change Lives

I

n 2012, King’s Cathedral Church in Kahului launched
“Transformation,” an outreach designed to help people
here on Maui struggling with life-controlling issues. The
ministry began with just a handful of people attending
the sessions – but today, Transformation hosts nearly a
hundred people every week.
Daniel and Karrie Rice are two of the founders of the
program, and they have seen it evolve and change to
meet the needs of the community. “When we started,
we only served coffee and donuts to the people who
attended,” Karrie says. “But before long, I noticed that
many attendees didn’t have time to prepare a meal before
coming to the group. The Transformation program is
very challenging, and it’s hard for people to focus on
making vital life changes when they’re hungry, but we
had no budget for food beyond coffee and donuts. So I
contacted the Maui Food Bank to see if they could help
us feed our attendees. They’ve been very gracious in
assisting us.”

Every week, Karrie and Daniel come to the Food Bank to pick up food,
which they then prepare for the Monday evening Transformation
meeting. Daniel shares that he has, “seen firsthand the difference this
important step has made in the program’s success rate.”
“Having the cooperation of the Maui Food Bank has definitely improved
the quality and success of the Transformation ministry,” Karrie
continued.
“Thanks to the
Food Bank’s help,
we’re now able
to feed the body,
soul, and spirit
of people in their
time of need. It’s
no exaggeration
to say the Food
Bank is helping
us turn lives
around and get
people on a solid
foundation.
Mahalo to the
Maui Food
Bank for helping
us make a
Transformation Ministry
difference!”
Daniel and Karrie Rice

People Helping People
MEO (Maui Economic Opportunity)
Saul Kahihikolo Jr., Branch Manager
Lanai - 30 years at MEO in Maui County

M

aui Economic Opportunity, Inc. (MEO) is a nonprofit
Community Action Agency committed to helping low
income individuals and families become stable and achieve
economic security. MEO has been actively involved with Maui
County residents for over 50 years.
For the past 30 years, Mr. Saul Kahihikolo, Jr. has been a part of
MEO’s services in Maui County, where he currently serves as the
Lanai Branch Manager.
Saul oversees all the operations of MEO on Lanai, including
food services and transportation for seniors and the disabled. He
considers the delivery of food to home-bound seniors and patients
recovering from surgery to be among MEO’s most important
services.
Saul reports that MEO’s partnership with the Maui Food Bank
is vitally important, not only because it enables MEO to serve
people more effectively, but because delivering food into people’s

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church Food Pantry

homes is often a good way to discover other needs they have
that the people have not expressed. This is especially helpful
when there are children in the home, and Saul appreciates the
opportunity to educate families who need help understanding
important life skills such as budgeting and time management,
basic health care, and self-care.
Even after 30 years of service, Saul is motivated to keep on
serving because of his love for Lanai and his island ohana. Saul
is known for his persistence and passion; if he sees a need, he’ll
work tirelessly toward a solution, even if he needs to reach out
to resources on Molokai or Oahu.
Saul is appreciative of the work that the Maui Food Bank does.
He explains, “Without the Food Bank, people on Lanai

who are food insecure wouldn’t have access to safe and
nutritious food. The Food Bank helps us assure that no
one on Lanai goes to bed hungry.”

seniors, and these “kupuna” depend on the food shipments from
the Maui Food Bank carried on a Young Brothers barge from Maui
to Lanai.

80-year-old Patricia Kawasaki, best known as “Auntie Patsy,” grew
up on the grounds of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Lanai City,
because her family served as the caretakers and groundskeepers of
the church since her childhood.
Auntie Patsy has always been passionate about helping those
in need. When Sacred Heart opened a food pantry in 1998,
she was among the first to volunteer there, and has been
volunteering ever since.
Once a week, you’ll find
Auntie Patsy and her
volunteers distributing food
to around 50 families who
may not know where their
next meal is coming from.
Most of the food recipients
at the Lanai Food Pantry are

Auntie Patsy smiles when she explains
that she has “a lot of happy people who
now have full bellies” because of Sacred
Heart’s partnership with the Maui Food
Bank. She also exclaims, “My heart
leaps with joy when I see the people
who receive food boxes sitting in
church getting fed spiritually, as well.”
At the Maui Food Bank, our hearts also
leap for joy when we have the opportunity to work with wonderful
people like Auntie Patsy!
For more information on the
work of the Maui Food Bank,
call 808.243.9500, or visit
MauiFoodBank.org.

Steven Tyler

www.mauifoodbank.org

www.mauifoodbank.org

Board Focus

Marsha Sharpe Travels
Around the World, Lands
on Maui Food Bank Board

M

aui Food Bank Board Member Marsha Sharpe was
born and raised in Australia. Upon graduating from
the University of Queensland, she worked in real estate sales
and then media sales for ELLE Magazine and The New York
Times, first in Sydney and then in New York City.
In 2005, Marsha met the man who would become her
husband. She joined Andy’s business, which provides musicbased interactive entertainment for corporate events, and
helped him expand the business into the USA, first in New
York, then in Las Vegas, and as of a year ago, Maui.
Their business, SongDivision, is thriving, with teams across
North and South America, Australia, Asia, and Europe. So far,
the company has worked in over 30 countries in 11 different
languages.
Marsha explains that her early childhood experiences fostered
her desire to volunteer in the communities in which she lives.
“My early years were spent living in low socio-economic
areas,” she notes. “My parents worked seven days a week to
keep a roof over our heads and food on the table.”

Marsha and family

“As a result, I have a real passion for nutrition, feeding the
hungry, and helping the community; I’ve done volunteer work
everywhere I’ve lived.”
Recently, in celebration of her birthday, Marsha created a
Facebook fundraiser, asking her family and friends to make
a donation to the Maui Food Bank. Her fundraiser raised
enough money to provide over 4,000 meals to those who are
food insecure in Maui County.
“The Maui Food Bank is a cause I love,” Marsha concludes.
“Healthy food choices shouldn’t be limited to the more
fortunate, and the Food Bank helps make that a reality. That’s
why I’m proud to serve on the Board of the Maui Food Bank.”

Volunteer HI-Light Arsie Anderson Demonstrates a
Long-Term Commitment to
Conquering Hunger in Maui County
Arsie Anderson, one of our most committed volunteers, has been
serving at the Maui Food Bank since July 2010.
Born and raised on Maui, Arsie graduated from Cannon College of
Business on Oahu. Her husband Bruce is a retired principle of Maui
High and supports Arsie in her volunteer work. Together, They’ve
raised two children.
When Arsie retired from the Hawaii Government Employees
Association (HGEA), it didn’t take her long to realize she was not
a stay-at-home kind of person! Looking to make a meaningful
contribution, she remembered volunteering at the Food Bank when
the HGEA had set up a program for their staff to volunteer in the

Arsie and Warehouse Gang

community. Those memories led Arsie back to the Food Bank to
volunteer two or three hours a week, and she’s been faithful to that
commitment ever since.
Arsie is motivated by a deep desire to help people, and particularly to
do something tangible for those in need. She believes that volunteering
at the Food Bank is one of the best ways to get involved with the
community, because helping put food on the tables of people who don’t
have enough food is an exceptionally worthy cause. Arsie also manages
the food pantry distribution at Saint Joseph’s Church in Makawao.
A special Mahalo to Arsie Anderson for her faithful commitment to
the Maui Food Bank and to helping those in need!

How you
can help?

Food is our priority.
Your food donations are distributed
to over 10,000 needy people in
Maui County each month.

Financial support is essential to
our mission. For every dollar you
give we are able to provide 4 meals
to hungry people.

Maui County’s Hungry Benefit from
Letter Carriers’ Food Drive

T

he National Association of Letter Carriers
(NALC) Food Drive is a traditional
community outreach performed by members of
the Letter Carriers Union. On Saturday, May 12th,
2018, the 26th annual NALC Food Drive took
place nationwide. Each year, Maui County letter
carriers go into every neighborhood, collecting
bags of food that have been donated by the people
they serve.
Recently, some alarming statistics have been
released regarding hunger in Hawaii. Studies show
that one out of five children in Maui County lives
in a “food insecure household.” This means that
these children often do not know where their next
meal is coming from.
Once again, the NALC rose to the occasion,
helping those in Maui County who are at risk
of going hungry. This year’s Stamp Out Hunger
Campaign brought in tens of thousands of pounds
of safe and nutritious food to help those in need.
Many Mail Carriers donated their personal time
to assure that every can and package of food was

We rely on volunteers like you.
Volunteers contribute significantly
to the daily operations of the Maui
Food Bank.
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delivered safely to the
Maui Food Bank. In
addition, over 100
volunteers sorted and
packed the food as it
was being dropped
off at the Food Bank
by the Letter Carriers.
The NALC Food
Drive is an event
that the Maui Food
Bank looks forward
PUT YOUR NON-PERISHABLE DONATION IN A BAG BY YOUR MAILBOX.
WE’LL DELIVER IT TO A LOCAL FOOD BANK.
to every year, because
National Partners
it’s invariably a huge
success due entirely
to the dedication
and commitment
of Maui’s Letter
Carriers. All of us
here at the Food
Bank send out a great big MAHALO to everyone who helped make this year’s
NALC Food Drive a success. This event continues to highlight the incredible spirit
of Aloha and the generosity of Maui residents.

A little will power can help everyone.
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How proper estate planning can benefit you, your
loved ones, and the Maui Food Bank.

By not preparing a will, you are not looking out for those
people and the causes that depend on you. A properly executed
legal document is the only way to guarantee that your wishes
are carried out.

Everyone Needs A Will.

Here is one way to include the Maui Food Bank in Your
Estate Planning:

Have you found yourself saying or thinking any of the following: I’m too
young for a will. I don’t have enough to need a will. I’ll take care of it when
I have time. It can wait until I retire. There are many reasons for putting
off drafting a will. Many people don’t realize how their estate can grow and
develop during their lifetime.

A bequest in your will – Typically personal property or assets,
a bequest in your will is one of the easiest ways to help the food
bank continue the work they do long after your lifetime. You
can leave a specific sum, a specific asset, a percentage of the
overall estate, or whatever is left over after
you have provided for your loved ones.
Studies indicate that only 20% of people
take advantage of the tax savings available
when naming charitable organizations in
their wills.

Do you want the state to decide who gets what and who gets left out? Most
of us would answer “No!” No matter how large or how small, you want and
deserve to decide who receives what you have worked so hard to build.
Remember, the size of your estate does not matter, everyone needs a will.
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