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In the upcountry region of Maui, nestled on the slopes of 
Haleakala (House of the Sun), is the mystical Ali’i Kula 
Lavender Farm (“AKL”.)

Created by Agricultural Artist and Horticultural Master, 
Ali’i Chang, the 13.5-acre AKL farm resides at an elevation 
of roughly 4,000 ft., and is home to approximately 55,000 
lavender plants representing 45 different varieties of 
lavender. Olive trees, hydrangea, protea, succulents and an 
exceptional variety of other plants can also be found on 
the farm, which offers the first and only Lavender Lifestyle 
experience on Maui.

Built on a value-centered philosophy of “Aloha,” which 
means love, friendship and responsibility, AKL’s founding 
principle speaks to the quality of our relationships with 
the land, the community and each other. Aloha is what 
influences our behavior and our commitment to support 
and serve our island ohana. 

Because the Food Bank directly helps those who are at 
risk of going hungry, Ali’is son Koa felt compelled to help 
those who are food insecure. He shares that, “It fits our 
motto of ‘sustainable aloha’ and it is a way to welcome 
return visitors and residents. If they donate non-perishable 
food items, the general admission fee is waived for them.” 

Sarah Adams, Customer Service Supervisor says, “It’s a 
basic human right to have access to food, and for some 
it’s a struggle.” All of the staff at AKL are elated by the fact 
that over the last 12 years they have collected enough food 
and finances to provide 33,000 meals for those in need. 

Sarah encourages other Maui businesses to get involved in 
helping the hungry by offering a discount for their services 
in exchange for food donations. She added. “It makes 
customers feel good about helping a worthy cause.”

A special thanks to everyone at Ali’i Kula Lavender 
Farm for all they do to help the hungry in Maui County. 
www.aliikulalavender.com “It’s a basic human right to have access 

to food, and for some it’s a struggle.



Aloha! Here at the Food Bank we are always 
looking for ways to maximize the services we 
provide to our agencies, including the agencies 
on Molokai and Lanai. I decided to invite our 
Agency Director Charity Kaiwi and Keith Wright 
our Operations Director to head out with me for 
a Molokai adventure.

The Maui Food Bank has 24 partner agencies on Molokai who consistently serve those 
in need throughout the “Friendly Isle.” What better way to observe our Molokai partner 
agencies in action than to participate in their monthly 
food distribution that takes place at the Duke Maliu 
Regional Park.

We also wanted to explore potential additional 
resources to enhance the food distribution on 
Molokai. This is a very unique distribution in 
that it is a true community effort and all the 
agencies rely on each other to unpack the 
pallets and sort the food products. We were 
amazed by how smoothly and efficiently their 
system works.

The distribution is overseen by Gina Kuahuia 
from the Salvation Army. Dana Ka’ahanui 
from Molokai Baptist Church is responsible 
for picking up produce from Kumu Farms 
and the frozen shipment that comes to the 
dock prior to the distribution.

The highlight of participating in this event was seeing the sense of community and the 
teamwork that took place amongst the agencies. That day 18,900 pounds of food was 
assigned to be distributed and shared with those who are food insecure, including 
children and youth who are at risk of going hungry on Molokai.

With the help of a County Grant from the Department of Housing and Human 
Concerns and financial contributions from friends like you, we are able to meet the 
needs of underserved people not only on Maui, but also on our neighbor islands of 
Molokai and Lanai.

Mahalo to all of our partner agencies on the “Friendly Isle” who tirelessly serve the 
people in need of hunger relief.

Richard Yust
Executive Director 

Molokai Adventure
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Our MISSION 
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/MauiFoodBank

“We were amazed by how 
smoothly and efficiently 

their system works.



Seventeen-year-old Dax Taylor is a senior at King Kekaulike High 
School in Kula. Dax is a devoted guitar player who performs in 
a jazz and blues band every opportunity he gets. With his Senior 
Project coming due, Dax decided to show teachers, family and 
friends how committed he was to helping his island ohana by 
organizing a concert to benefit the Maui Food Bank.

When asked why he chose to raise money for the Food Bank, 
Dax responded without hesitation, “There are a lot of things 
we can live without, but food is not one of them. Food is 
an essential for life.” He went on to share, “A lot of people 
are hungry not because they are homeless, but because it is so 
expensive to live on Maui. Sometimes even working people don’t 
have enough money to buy food. When I found out that one out 
of five children in Maui County are at risk of going hungry, I 
knew I had to do something about it.”

Dax began pulling a band together, but finding the perfect 
venue was a daunting task. Finally, they settled on the Maui 
Coffee Attic.

It was challenging for all the band members to come up with a 
schedule that worked for everyone, but eventually it all fell into 

place. Playing the show was the easiest part of Dax’s Senior 
Project. Seven musicians came together and formed “Dax 
Taylor’s Senior Project Jazz and Blues Band.” Kian Taylor, Preston 
Ito, Jake Tomas, Trevor Onaga, Sage Halverson, and Troy Lau 
joined Dax and unified their talents to play the music they love 
and raised enough monetary donations to provide 1,000 meals 
for those in need.

Mahalo to “Dax Taylor’s Senior Project Jazz and Blues 
Band” for their commitment and passion to help the hungry 
in Maui County.

“When I found out that one out of five 
children in Maui County are at risk 
of going hungry, I knew I had to do 

something about it.

Boy Scouts on Maui put Scout Slogan 
into action — Do A Good Turn Daily!

Maui Food Bank volunteers encompass all 
different ages, and 13 year-old Boy Scout 
Kuhà o Murray is a fan favorite here at the 
Food Bank. 

Kuhà o first came to us with his parents — 
mom Leimomi and dad Pono — and they 
worked hard together filling the Food Bank 
shelves with donated food. Inspired by the 
experience, Kuhà o soon returned with 
seven of his West Maui District LDS Troop 
79 members. 

All the boys diligently packed boxes 
and bags to be palletized and shipped to 
Molokai. The troop also volunteered at 
the Food Bank’s island–wide Spring Food 
Drive. It was a true team effort as the boys 
manned Foodland and Times Supermarket 
in Lahaina, and Kuhà o’s  parents made 
Spam Musubi for everyone.

After his volunteer experience, young 
Kuhà o reports that he feels more 
appreciative about opening his refrigerator 
door, reaching in, and choosing whatever 
he wants to eat. He was surprised to learn 
how studies show that one out of five 
children in Maui County live in a “food-
insecure household.” This means that 
these children often do not know where 
their next meal is coming from. Kuhà o 
shared, “I think it is important for every 
student to volunteer someplace. That’s 
how we learn about the people in our 
community who are in need, like low-
income families, seniors on fixed incomes, 
and the homeless.”

One of the Scout Laws is to be “kind.” 
Kuhà o and Troop 79 were exceptionally 
kind as they went the extra mile to help the 
hungry in Maui County.

“I think it is important for 
every student to volunteer 
someplace. That’s how we 

learn about the people in our 
community who are in need ...

Dax Taylor’s Senior Project 
Jazz and Blues Band

People Helping People

Volunteer HI-Light
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Chilis on Wheels was started in November 
of 2014 in New York City by Michelle 
Carrera and her 4-year-old son, Ollie.  
When she and Ollie couldn’t find a soup 
kitchen that served a vegan Thanksgiving 
meal, they decided to prepare their own 
vegan chili and take it directly to the 
homeless community.

After seeing first-hand the need for such 
a program, Michelle became inspired and 
committed to bringing vegan food to those 
who are food insecure; it was then she 
founded Chilis on Wheels. 

From that first meal-share until now, Chilis 
on Wheels’ mission has been to help make 
veganism accessible to communities where 
there are people in need of hunger relief. 
This mission continues to be relevant as 
homeless rates rise across the country. The 
14-chapter national organization (including 
Maui and Honolulu) believes strongly that a 
vegan meal is the most compassionate meal 
you can serve anyone, since no one was 
harmed in the making of it. 

Nicole Huguenin, a Board member for the 
national Chilis on Wheels organization, 
started the Maui Chapter in March 2018 
after visiting the Puerto Rico chapter after 
Hurricane Maria. In Puerto Rico, she saw 
first-hand the impact a natural disaster 
can have on island food systems, and 
particularly on the hungry. 

The Maui Chapter of Chilis on Wheels is 
100% volunteer run, and is committed to 
feeding those in our island ohana high–
quality vegan food on a weekly basis. 
Nicole says, “We strive to create dishes that 
honor the Hawai’ian culture and serve them 
with a side of dignity and honor for those 
living outside. Our partnership with Maui 
Food Bank has made this goal much easier 
to attain.”

Every week their four volunteers hand-
deliver 48 vegan lunches to the homeless 
in Kahului. This “no strings attached” 
consistent act of kindness has made it 
possible for Chilis on Wheels to build 
relationships with the homeless. They have 

created an atmosphere of trust with the 
people they serve, and this opens the 
door for those in need to share with the 
volunteers what they are going through, and 
what would be helpful for them. Because of 
this bond of dignity and trust, a homeless 
person might tell a volunteer that they are 
ready to transition into a more mainstream 
lifestyle. Nicole shares that Chilis on 
Wheels will be there to help them with that 
transition and offer support by connecting 
them with the appropriate agency or 
directly supporting them if they can.

If you would like to volunteer or find out 
more about Chilis on Wheels, contact 
maui@chilisonwheels.org.  
You can also follow them on Instagram 
 @chilisonwheelsmaui

“It is in the shelter of each other that the people live.” Irish Proverb

Agency Connection
Chilis on Wheels

It’s Never too Late to Leave a Legacy 
Ways to Include the Foodbank in Your Estate Planning

There are countless ways to include The Maui Food Bank when 
looking at your financial plans, but the five easiest ways are: 
A Bequest in Your Will — Typically personal property or assets, a 
bequest in your will is one of the easiest ways to help The Food Bank 
continue the work we do long after your lifetime. You can leave a 
specific sum, a specific asset, a percentage of the overall estate, or 
“whatever is leftover” after you have provided for your loved ones. 
Studies indicate that only 20% of people take advantage of the tax 
savings available when naming charitable organizations in their wills.
A Gift of Life Insurance — You can name The Maui Food Bank 
as the full or partial beneficiary or beneficiary and owner on a life 
insurance policy.
Retirement Plan Gift — You can name The Maui Food Bank as 
the beneficiary of all or part of an IRA or retirement plan account 
after your lifetime. Most retirement plans are subject to income tax 
as well as estate taxes which can be partially offset using a charitable 
deduction if the asset is left to the Maui Food Bank.

Charitable Gift Annuity — Gift annuities can provide an immediate 
income tax deduction, avoidance of capital gains tax, and increased 
income depending on the nature of the asset used to fund the gift 
annuity.
Trusts — There are many types of trusts; we encourage you to 
discuss your unique situation with qualified advisors to determine 
the best option for you and your family. Examples of trusts include 
living trusts, charitable lead trusts and charitable remainder trusts.
If you would like further information on how to include The Maui  
Food Bank in your estate planning please contact your personal 
attorney or the estate expert at your bank. They will work with you to 
develop a plan that ensures your assets will be transferred according to 
your wishes. 

Mahalo for considering making the Maui Food Bank a part of 
your legacy. 

“We strive to create 
dishes that honor the 
Hawai’ian culture ...


