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In 2017, the Maui Food Bank received a surprise visit from Steve 
and Samantha Bryson from Southern California. One of the things 
the Bryson’s are known for is the generosity they extended in 2016 
after paying off approximately $30,000 in layaway Christmas gifts at 
a big box store near Memphis for total strangers. 

When they stopped by the Food Bank in 2017, we were surprised 
and grateful when Steve and Samantha handed us a first-time gift 
of $10,000 and shared with us that they are always looking for 
ways to help and give back. Since that first visit, the Bryson’s have 
been faithful partners with the Food Bank.

Just a few days ago we were able to catch up with the Bryson’s again 
when they stopped by and made another generous donation. We 
asked Steve what the words on his hat “Go-On-Yellow” meant. It 
was then we discovered that the Brysons involvement in drag racing 
is huge! Their company Global Electronic Technology sponsors 
many cars in the NHRA. 

When mainland visitors come to Maui and hear about a need, 
and then step up to meet that need, it is very much appreciated. 
Steve and Samantha Bryson are those kind of people as they help the 
hungry in Maui County.

Delta Air Lines
In 2019, Delta Air Lines participated in 
four volunteer group opportunities at 
the Maui Food Bank. Their volunteer 
work included filling and packing 
Senior Mobile Pantry distribution 
bags, Emergency Food packages, 
and Commodity Supplement Food 
Program boxes for our Kupuna 
(senior citizens) in Maui County.

Jesse Casayuran, Delta’s Front Line 
Involvement Team Representative says, 
“Delta Air Lines Maui station’s goal is to 

participate in civic engagement.” Jesse 
has organized volunteer events with the 
Maui Food Bank since 2018.

She further shared that, “In 2019 Delta 
Air Lines introduced, The Great Delta 
Give-Back program which allows the 
Maui team to continue Delta's legacy 
of service globally while amplifying 
Delta’s mission, No One Better 
Connects The World.” Mahalo to Delta 
Air Lines for their commitment to 
helping the hungry in Maui County!

Volunteer  
HI-Light

Steve and Sam with driver Shawn Langdon as he captures a 
playoff race win to put himself in the hunt for the championship. 



There is a growing awareness that 
health outcomes and disparities 
are more often than not a result of 
poverty and food insecurity. The 
Maui Food Bank serves 10,000 
people a month who are in need 
of hunger relief. Of those served, 
40% are children and youth.

Maintaining good health, 
consuming a nutritious diet, 
managing an existing chronic disease, or a combination of these can be a challenge 
for those struggling with poverty and food insecurity for a variety of reasons, 
including limited finances and resources, competing priorities, and stress. 

Research demonstrates that with proper nutritious food, such as fresh produce, 
whole grains, less processed food, and low sugar content foods, the health and 
well-being of people in need can be improved.

The Maui Food Bank is committed to providing hunger relief to low-income families, 
children and youth, seniors living on fixed incomes, and the homeless. We are 
working diligently to raise the nutritional standards of food distributed to those who 
are at risk of going hungry. The Food Bank is dedicated to reducing food insecurity, 
by providing stable food access, improving nutrition, promoting health, and 
encouraging the well-being of those who are food insecure in our island community.

Because of friends like you this last year we were able to distribute over  
2 million pounds of safe and nutritious food and 600,000 pounds of fresh  
fruit and vegetables. 

Mahalo for your continued support. Working together we are making a difference in 
all of Maui County including Maui, Lanai, Molokai.

Richard Yust
Executive Director 

The Impact of Poverty, Food Insecurity, 
and Nutritional Risk in Maui County
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Our MISSION 
The Maui Food Bank’s 
mission is to help the hungry 
in Maui County by collecting 
and distributing food through 
community partnerships.

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/MauiFoodBank

“We are working diligently 
to raise the nutritional 

standards of food distributed 
to those who are at risk of 

going hungry. 

Who Are the New Faces of Hunger?
When you witness hunger on Maui, it is like entering the 
twilight zone — severe hunger is often prevalent right next  
to opulance.  

If you look closely at school campuses, you will see 
children and youth during the school lunch break standing 
in the schoolyard with nothing to eat. If you ask the right 
questions, you might learn that many of these kids are forced 
to skip meals and snacks because their parents need the 
money to pay rent rather than buy food. Or possibly their 
family is homeless and there just isn’t enough money to make 
sure the kids are getting proper nutrition.

It’s a simple fact that a child’s chance for a bright tomorrow 
starts with getting enough of the right kinds of foods 
today.  Kids who are food insecure are susceptible to toxic 
stress, which produces an unrelieved activation of the 

body’s stress management system. They often have limited 
cognitive bandwidth and will expend their mental reserves 
on resources that they lack — specifically food. And when 
hungry children focus on food, that often leads to neglect of 
other areas of life, such as schoolwork.  

One out of five kids in Maui County is at risk of going 
hungry, and hunger has only negative outcomes. Often 
children who don’t know where their next meal is coming 
from feel ashamed and isolated by the stigma associated with 
their lack of food.  

The Maui Food Bank believes every child deserves a chance 
at a healthy start. To help combat hunger and malnutrition 
right here in our community, call the Maui Food Bank 
today and ask how you can help fight childhood hunger.  
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For 28 years, Theresa Cabral was a High 
School counselor at Baldwin and King 
Kekaulike High Schools. When she 
retired, Theresa wanted to continue being 
productive and making a difference 
in the lives of those in our Island 
community who are in need.

Theresa is a member of Waipuna Chapel 
in Kula. About a year ago during her 
morning prayers, Theresa asked the 
Lord, “What can I do to help others?” 
Immediately she heard the words, 
“Feed the hungry in Paia.”  

Theresa made her way down to the beach 
and immediately found someone who 
was in need. She gave a homeless woman 

the food she had brought with her, and 
began looking for others she could help. 
That first woman has turned into over 40 
hungry people who receive food monthly 
from Theresa. These are people who 
otherwise wouldn’t know where their 
next meal is coming from.

Theresa shared that at first she wasn’t 
quite sure how these homeless people 
would react to her wanting to help 
them. But because food is a basic need, 
everyone welcomed Theresa and her gifts 
of food.

One woman sometimes doesn’t eat for 
two or three days. When Theresa shows 
up with sandwiches, chips, water, and 
a bag of food for the people she is 
helping, everyone is always happy to see 
her coming. 

Theresa started by giving food that she 
personally purchased, but then someone 
told her about the Maui Food Bank.

Waipuna Chapel subsequently became 
a Food Bank agency and they sponsor 
Theresa’s mission to help the hungry.  

We asked Theresa how she feels after she 
delivers food to the homeless. Theresa 
replied, “Many of the people I help are 
deteriorating mentally and physically. A 
person can only survive so long without 
food.” She further shared that, “When 
I see their faces light up because they 
will have enough food for a week, I feel 
excited and fulfilled knowing I played 
a role in hopefully helping them get 
back on the road to recovery. And I feel 
relieved that they are having one of their 
most basic needs met, which is food.”

Agency Connection
Theresa Cabral Feeds the Hungry in 
Paia With Help from the Food Bank

On Saturday, November 9, the Maui Rotary Club’s annual 
Holiday Food and Fund Drive successfully collected 4,800 
pounds of nutritious food and $6,300 in cash donations. 

For over ten years, the Rotary Clubs of Maui have collected 
much-needed food for the Maui Food Bank during the Holiday 
Season. This year, Rotarians manned food collection tables at six 
grocery stores on Maui. This “Rotary Gives Thanks” Food Drive 
is one of the many community service projects sponsored by 
nine Rotary Clubs on Maui.  

All Safeway, Island Grocery Depot, and Times Super Market 
locations participated in the Holiday Food Drive. Rotary 
Clubs along with other community partnerships including Maui 
4-H Association, West Maui LDS Boy Scout Troop 79, and Maui 
High School HOSA Club collectively worked together to ensure 

the success of the food drive. Donations came in from hundreds 
of generous Maui residents and visitors.

The goal of the Food Bank is to provide hunger relief for 
anyone who might be in need. More than ever before, working 
poor families, seniors on fixed incomes, and single parents are 
relying on the Maui Food Bank just to make it month to month.  

Because of folks like the Rotary Clubs and other community 
partners who share our vision, the Food Bank is able to make 
sure that no one in our island ohana goes to bed hungry. Maui 
Food Bank thanks all the food drive volunteers for their 
commitment to helping the hungry in Maui County.  

Maui Rotary Clubs Collaborate to Collect 
Food and Funds for Maui Food Bank

People Helping People

Left to Right: Marti Wukelic,  
Leah Lambros and Senator Roz Baker 


